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BY TOIL OF MIND. 


The supremacy of mind over matter has been the 
well worn theme of many school-boy essays and college 
orations, as well as of many a master pen; the 
thought has been the inspiration of brave deeds and 
of many a man’s life whose story has been recorded 
only upon the hearts of those who have known and 
loved him: In the arena of business life, which is in 
a sense a battle field, however bloodless the victory 
and however kindly the spirit which animates those 
who contend there, capital and other natural resources 
may often win an easy and mediocre success; but even 
here, after all, the most potent forces are the imagi- 
nation which opens up new vistas of effort 
and achievement, and the power of organi- 
zation and of development which gives the 
ideal a practical incarnation. 

This idea of the supremacy of mind is 
one which it might not seem appropriate for 
the American Lumberman to discuss upon the 
first page of this issue in the abstract, but 
no excuse need be offered for presenting some 
glimpses of a man to whom this line of 
thought applies with probably more aptness 
than to any other whose portrait has hitherto 
graced it. 

The men who have formerly been given 
place on the first page of the American Lum- 
berman have for the most part been men of 
brawn as well as of brain; men who have by 
stress of muscle laid the footstones of the 
foundation on which their fortunes were after- 
ward built. They were men who, with few 
exceptions, began life with nothing but sound 
bodies and sound minds and an ambition to 
make the most of their opportunities. Thus 
they were in their earlier careers to be found 
in the woods felling trees, or on the drive 
bringing down the logs; or in the saw mill 
where the Jogs were to be turned into lum- 
ber; or in the lumber yard, performing the 
humblest duties of daily labor there; or 
in any other place where there was hard 
work to be done and an opportunity to 
learn any practical phase of the business. 

This week the Lumberman presents to its 
readers a man whose slight physique made 
it impossible for him thus to begin his lum- 
ber career, and he was in this respect handi- 
capped. He was under the necessity of get- 
ting his knowledge of timber otherwise than 
by work in the woods. He must perforce 
develop his peculiar aptness for machinery in 
some other way than by work in a saw mill, 
and he had no opportunity to gain a prac- 
tical knowledge of lumber through the hand- 
ling of a rule or the piling of boards. He is a man, 
however, who has in some way learned all these things 
and learned them well, and he has in addition achieved 
4 prominent place for himself in lumber circles such 
as does not always come with the acquirement of 
such knowledge. That man who, starting at the out- 
set with the best possible endowment of physical strength 
and mental vigor, has reached such a station, may be 
proud of his achievements; but the man of whom we 
write does not seem to be conscious of anything in 
his own career beyond the commonplace, and considers 
himself to be a very ordinary sort of individual. 

This man is William M. Dwight, head of the Dwight 
Lumber Company, of Detroit, Mich. He is a native 
of Detroit, having been born there in 1846 of New 
England parentage. He began his education in the 
Detroit publie schools and entered the University of 
Michigan in 1863, his graduation being prevented by 
ill health, In 1866 he engaged in the lumber busi- 


ness in Detroit upon his own account without hav- 
ing had any previous special training of any kind in 
that direction. At the same time, it is probably a 
fact that Mr. Dwight inherited to a certain extent an 
aptitude for the lumber business inasmuch as his father 
was Alfred A, 
Michigan, whose memory is honored and revered by 
his son. 

Mr, Dwight shipped the first car of lumber through 
without transfer from Detroit to New England by the 
old Blue Line, the Great Western railway. In order 
to do this he had to get a special permit from the 
officials, as theretofore only grain had been given 
through transit privileges, 


Dwight, a pioneer Jumberman of 





WILLIAM M. DWIGHT, 
of Detroit, Mich. 


In 1875 he added white pine to his business and 
built a planing mill; but by 1890, at which time the 
Dwight Lumber Company was incorporated, white pine 
had ceased to be an important factor in the business 
and the planing mill had developed into a factory for 
the manufacture of hardwood flooring, moldings and 
other specialties. Mr. Dwight carefully studied the 
needs of the consuming trade and the methods of sup- 
plying the highest possible grade of product at a 
reasonable cost of manufacture. 

Possessing a great deal of mechanical ingenuity, from 
{ime to time he made improvements in the mechanical 
processes of the factory, and took especial pride in build- 
ing up a force of workmen selected with special ref- 
erence to their ability to turn out perfectly manufac- 
tured goods rather than to rush through the machines 
the maximum quantity of which they were capable. In 
no other class of hardwood manufacture does this sort 
of care count for more than in the making of hard- 


wood flooring, which in Michigan means largely maple 
flooring; and it is therefore not a surprising thing 
that while the Dwight Lumber Company is known far 
and wide as a dealer in hardwoods it is as a manufac- 
turer of high-grade maple flooring that it has achieved 
its greatest success, and that to this end it has devoted 
its most assiduous effort. 

This is a sketch of William Morse Dwight, but it 
would by no means be complete without digressing 
long enough to give the reader an idea of the model 
plant of a company which is itself so largely a crea- 
tion of his inventive and executive genius and an index 
to these peculiar qualities of his character. It might 
today not have arrived at quite its present high state 
of mechanical advancement had it not 
been for a fire which on May 15, 1895, com- 
pletely destroyed the plant, dry kiln, store, 
sheds and a large stock of rough and 
worked lumber which was at that time on 
hand. Within ninety days from that time 
a new factory was in operation with 60,000 
feet of floor space and equipped with ma- 
chinery of the very highest grade for the 
special work for which the factory was 
designed. Among this machinery at the 
present time are nineteen planers and 
matchers, five double surfacers, eight resaw- 
ing and veneer-cutting machines, together 
with polishing machines and a vast quan- 
tity of minor machinery. A hydraulic ele- 
vator with a capacity of five tons carries 
the stock from one story to another. The 
engine room contains three powerful auto- 
matie cut-off engines so that an accident to 
any one will not necessitate the shutting 
down of the mill while repairs are being 
made, and the eight tubular boilers show 
a like excess over the actual steam consum- 
ing requirements of the establishment. The 
electric light plant and the fire protection 
system, of which the central heart is a 
pump capable of throwing 800 gallons of 
water a minute, and the 6-inch arteries of 
which radiate to thirty hydrants at various 
portions of the works, all show the care 
for detail which is everywhere stamped upon 
One of the 
most characteristic features, however, is 
the dry kiln system of twenty-four fireproof 
brick kilns for the slow drying of lumber, 
in which it is kept for a month or more, 
avoiding any of the possible evils of the 
forcing process of the ordinary type of kiln. 
The aggregate capacity of these twenty-four 
kilns is over a million feet of lumber; in 
addition to which there are three dry kilns 
for rapid drying, fitted with a hot blast sys- 
tem. In addition to the storage capacity of these dry 
kilns there are two large brick warehouses, respectively 
60x200 and 40x90 feet. 

Such in brief are the details of the manufacturing 
enterprise which step by step and year by year has 
grown out of Mr. Dwight’s embarkation in the hard- 
wood business in 1866, a lad of twenty years, without 
lumber experience, and whose physical health was frail. 

One secret of Mr. Dwight’s success has been that he 
has not dissipated his energies. He has given to the 
business of the Dwight Lumber Company his undivided 
effort and his best thought, with results which are not 
unusual in such a course; although it must be said 
of him that he has not neglected the domestic fireside 
nor made a practice of carrying business cares into the 
presence of his family; nor have they been allowed to 
intrude on the Sabbath. From childhood a member of 
the Presbyterian church he has also taken a great deal 


(Continued on Page 19.) 


the operation of this plant. 
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has been won by our belts > 
wherever they have been used. 


THE REASONS: 


They are high grade. 

They are made of the best stock. 

They will last. 

They run properly. 

They avoid repairs and delays. 

They stand hard work on high- 
speed machinery. 

They are RIGHT. 
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Endless Belts—Belts Without Rivets. 
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Largest Manufacturers of Hardwood Flooring 
in the World. 
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The department of commerce and industries proposed 
to be established by this government, to combine a num- 
ber of now separate departments or bureaus, will give 
the United States what it has long needed and what is 
an important part of the governmental system of most 
other countries. England has its board of trade, France 
its ministry of industry and telegraphs, and Austria- 
Hungary, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Russia have similar 
departments. In Russia there has just been established 
a ministry of commerce and industry in place of a some- 
what similar work done by a department of the finance 
ministry. It is proposed that one of the features of our 
new department shall be a bureau of manufactures, to 
have charge under the direction of the secretary of the 
department of the manufacturing interests of the United 
States; to gather, compile and publish information in 
respect to the same and information in respect to secur- 
ing markets for our products abroad, and to assist in 
developing and expanding the manufacturing industries 
of the United States and the markets for the same. 


PAPAAAI 


It is claimed that the available supply of hemlock bark 
is exceedingly light, causing within the last few months 
an advance in price to a higher figure than has been 
reached in several years, although within the last few 
weeks there has been some decline in sympathy with the 
decline in other commodities. It is said that the quan- 
tity on hand at the New England markets is insufficient 
to supply the requirements until the new peel is ready 
for delivery. 





Low water in the Georgian bay district of Canada is 
said to be seriously interfering with the starting up or 
operating of the mills in that district, and a good many 
of them will not be turning out lumber in any quantity 
until the middle of July, which means that it will be fall 
before there will be any considerable quantity ready for 
shipment. " 

wer sen eee" 


_At the recent meeting of the Georgia Saw Mill Asso- 
lation it was resolyed to reduce the output 33 1-3 per- 
cent during the month of June. This association is made 
up of the larger portion of the long leaf operators of 
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. Another meeting 
of the association will be held on May 29, when the 
period of restricted output will be extended if the situa- 
tion demands it. 

i i ae 


he editor of a trade journal which is supposed to 
have more or less relation to the lumber business is out 
with a column-and-a-half editorial in which he elab- 
orately and effusively explains why he considers it his 
editorial duty not to have any opinions—at least not 
often. Thus what had appeared natural sterility is now 
seen to be the sternly repressive effort of a great mind 





engaged in self-obliteration. “Men begin to differ when 
they begin to think,” some one has said, which in itself 
ought to be reason enough for the brother’s strivings 
after an intellectual Nirvana. Still, why try to be an 
editor at the same time? 


PAPA 


“Wal, some’re a leetle long and some’re a leetle short— 
but they'll everidge abaout right,” said the hired man 
when berated about the uneven length of the rails he was 
making. The lumber manufacturers of these United 
States ought to have somewhat the same philosophical 
outlook, with log drives hung up in the east on account 
of high water and in the west on account of a searcity of 
that necessary element. 





Upon various oceasions the American Lumberman has 
referred to the magnitude of the railroad tie problem in 
its relation to timber supply. Various expedients are 
being adopted by the railroads to supply the enormous 
demand in this direction, several of them quite effective, 
but nearly all badly hampered by the question of expen- 
siveness. The use of tie plates to distribute the wear of 
the rail upon the upper surface of the tie appears to be 
the most effective method of preservation where the life 
of the tie is limited by this destructive action rather 
than by decay. In the matter of tie supply the growing 
of timber for the purpose is an interesting expedient and 
one which will be found treated of in the hardwood 
department. ; 





THE HUNG UP LOGS. 


As the season advances it is becoming more evident 
that the low stage of the streams in the white pine coun- 
try of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan is to effect a 
reduction in the lumber output of the year. There has 
been the possibility of heavy rains which might bring 
down the logs promptly enough so that the mills would 
not suffer a serious interruption, and there is still the 
possibility and even probability that some time during 
the summer most of the drives may reach destination. 
But the sawing season is passing. The mills which are 
ready to turn out their full quota and have been planning 
to do the utmost possible from now until winter shuts 
them down are idle or fast becoming idle, and every 
week’s delay will in many instances mean an output 
lessened in just the proportion that the idle time bears 
to what should have been the season of activity. In 
some cases, of course, the mills do not have a full stock 
of logs to come, and may get them early enough to allow 
their manufacture; but in the majority of cases the 
lumber manufacturers of the northwest bewail every 
day that now is lost. i 

It is not merely the loss of time that embarrasses 
them, but the fact that a few weeks’ delay right now 
means just so much less lumber available for this sea- 
son’s trade. 

Our letter from Minneapolis this week states that at 
the time of its writing seventeen mills on the Mississippi 
river above Minneapolis were shut down and that before 
the week should be over all but one of the Minneapolis 
mills would be idle, thus taking out of current produc- 
tion, for a short time at Jeast, the enormous capacity of 
that great producing center. Our Duluth correspondent 
states that all of the mills at Cloquet, Minn., of which 
there are five large ones, are idle. A similar condition of 
things prevails clear through to Lake Huron, though 
more intensely felt in the Minnesota district where the 
largest production is now found. It is not impossible 
that the cut of norway and white pine of the northwest 
this season may be reduced from 15 to 25 percent from 
this cause, for the condition is more serious than ever 
before known. 

It would be unwise to be very positive as to such a 
reduction, but it is certain to be an influential fact in 
the market this year. Its effect will probably be the 
most plainly felt when the fall trade begins to open up, 
but it is having a pronounced tendency to strengthen 
the market at the present time. Holders of white and 
norway pine who have been a little doubtful as to the 
outcome of the season’s trade, fearful that there might 
be a decline below present prices, and consequently have 
heen willing to dispose of a reasonable proportion of 
their stock, have now taken fresh courage and are 
inclined to hold their production for even better prices 
than those which have prevailed this spring. They think 
that lumber in hand will meet with such a strong 
demand before fall that there will be profit in holding 
the stuff from now until then. 

Gloomy predictions as to shortage in log crop and fail- 
ures of driving stage of the waters, etc., are seldoni 


realized. Last winter the good logging conditions of 
the latter part of it in considerable measure made 
amends for the early difficulties, but the log crop was 
short of expectation; and now there seems likely to be 
an unparalleled number of logs hung up and a conse- 
quent decrease in the supply of lumber available for the 
fall trade. 


FREIGHT RATES WEAKEN. 


Transportation rates are in a somewhat disorganized 
state. On the great lakes prices for vessel transportation 
have been broken by about 50 cents a thousand feet. The 
vessel owners started out this season by asking $3 from 
Lake Superior points and corresponding rates from other 
ports nearer to the wholesale markets, but now seem glad 
to accept $2.50. The saving of 50 cents a thousand is 
just now of importance to the lumbermen of the lower 
lake markets, and the result is seen in a heavy movement 
from Ashland and Duluth-Superior. This is lumber 
which was bought last fall and during the winter and is 
now replenishing the somewhat depleted yards. 

But the lake freight situation is only a part of the 
general decline. Ocean rates are also down, except on 
the Pacific. Gulf and Atlantic ports are enjoying a rate 
to foreign countries which they have not had for a year. 
In fact, it is probable that rates are easier at the present 
time than they have been since the breaking out of the 
Spanish-American war. The stringency in rates caused 
by that event was supported after the war closed by the 
immense revival in commerce, and was given additional 
support last year by the South African war, which obliged 
the English government to press a large number of vessels 
into its service. International commerce is as large as 
ever, but the shipping industry seems to have accommo- 
dated itself to the demands, so that rates have come down 
to something like a normal basis, though still higher 
than the average for the last ten years. At one time the 
rates were almost prohibitory and charters were difficult 
to obtain at any price, but now shipments of American 
forest products are moving to foreign markets in large 
quantities on satisfactory terms. 

In addition to these reductions is a weakening in rail 
rates. The opening of navigation on the great lakes led 
to a diversion of much traffic which during the winter 
had to be handled by all-rail lines, and the trunk line 
roads from the Mississippi river east have found them- 
selves with less business than they could handle. This 
has led to a weakening of rates, which has extended to al! 
directions and affects business of all kinds except that 
which is purely local to the lines. It is impossible of 
course to learn definitely the extent of the break, but 
enough is known to justify the above statement. Lumber 
is being moved at the present time in all directions from 
principal points of origin and the principal markets at 
lower average rates than for two years past, and it is 
intimated that a good many special rates‘ and concessions 
are being secured regardless of the interstate commerce 
act. 

The lumber trade is hardly to be congratulated upon 
the rail rate situation. Uniform rates are wanted, pro- 
vided they be reasonable, and it is even better to pay a 
somewhat unreasonably high rate than to have introduced 
in the trade the demoralizing influence of competition for 
business among the railroads. However, it will result in 
laying lumber down at lower prices than has hitherto 
been possible and may stimulate consumption to some 
extent. 


NEW DEMANDS ON'THE!TRADE. 


There was never a time in the history of the lumber 
business when the use of mercantile agencies was so 
general as now. They have always been employed by 
the larger operators who had a widely extended trade 
but now few concerns that do more than a local busi- 
ness feel that their. office equipment is complete without 
one or more of these aids. Not only are there the two 
great general agencies, liberally patronized by lumber- 
men, but there are two special agencies, each doing a 
large and growing business, while in addition there 
is the semi-private bureau of information of the National 
Wholesale. Lumber Dealers’ Association and other pri- 
vate and associational means of information. 

One reason of this increased use of the agencies is 
undoubtedly. the wider scope. which the lumber trade 
takes at this time as compared with former periods. 
Even the small business now. is. likely to be a widely 
extended one.. There are.many specialists in the trade 
who handle only a.few items or perhaps one line of goods, 
but distribute them over almost the entire country. 
This broader business has made necessary a better 
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knowledge of credits and more ample means for deter- 
mining the standing of would-be customers. 

The lumber trade is becoming more cosmopolitan 
every year, and in all branches of the business except 
the retail, and in what may be called the specialty trade, 


the tendency is to distribute the product or stock over 
a larger territory and to vary the goods hand!ed. 

Among producers this tendency is no less marked than 
among wholesalers. The former exclusive white ‘pine 
and hemlock producers of the north are now paying 
attention to the hardwood timber on their lands; the 
yellow pine manufacturers of the south are utilizing 
whatever other resources they may have, and so it is 
all over the country, the more thorough cleaning up of 
timbered lands giving a variety of product which used to 
be almost unknown. In the wholesale trade the advent 
of competitive woods has varied the character of yard 
stocks and the changed tastes of the people, calling for 
hardwoods for house finish to so much greater an extent 
than before, has led to the introduction of some of the 
hardwoods into the lines handled by the ordinary whole- 
sale yards. There are still some exclusive pine dealers 
left, but they are not many in proportion to their 
former numbers. 

For these reasons both the buying and selling terri- 
tory has been greatly widened, making it more difficult 
for a lumberman to be personally acquainted with all 
those with whom he has to deal, and making more evi- 
dent the necessity for a close scrutiny of credits and the 
employment of every available assistance to that end, 


WEST COAST LUMBER MOVEMENT. 


For a good many years Washington and Oregon have 
been the leading sources of supply of shingles for the 
United States. The red cedar shingle of that region has 
come to be a favorite partly because of its excellent aver- 
age quality, but more perhaps because of its present 
unlimited supply and its consequent cheapness. The 
red cedar is a wood which grows in a limited area and 
is one of the minor woods in quantity of standing timber 
on the Pacific coast, but what there is of it is accessible 
and has been and still is cheap. The result is that there 
is an enormous shingle interest on the coast, and ship- 
ments averaging the year around 2,000 cars a month. 

It is probable that there are shingle mills enough in 
Washington and Oregon—principally in the former state 
to supply the entire shingle demand of the United 
States if all other mills, wherever located and working in 
whatsoever wood, were shut down. However that may 
be, the west coast shingle influence is the dominating 
one in the shingle markets of the country, and in the 
times of most active demand it has been the question 
how the Washington shingle product should be limited 
to the measure of that demand so as not to cause embar- 
rassing decrease of prices. 

So preeminent has Washington been as a shingle pro- 
ducer that it is difficult to realize that it is also a great 
lumber producer. The time has come when lumber ship- 
ments from the state of Washington far exceed both in 
quantity and value the shipments of shingles. The 
rapid growth of the lumber industry of the state is 
shown by the shipments for the first four months of 
1900 compared with the corresponding period of previous 
years. Tabulated, these figures are as follows, expressed 
in carloads shipped to the eastern trade: 








Years. Lumber. Shingles. 

| EERE EE Le ee 6.987 7.108 

lS Sere ee ere ee 3.676 5.778 

TENE hose nAckbnn soesee oss sae 3.242 5,138 

BOGE sa:s ccc acp beans oben sep esan 1,965 4,755 
Within four years, therefore, there has been an 


increase of 255 percent in the east bound shipments of 
lumber over the three railroads whose shipments enter 
into the reports, while the increase in shingle shipments 
has been but 50 percent. It should be remembered that 
these shipments do not include any by the Columbia 
river gateway to the southeast or rail shipments to Cali- 
fornia. Neither do they include water shipments of any 
description whatsoever. As far as the east bound rail 
shipments by the Northern Pacific, Great Northern and 
Canadian Pacifie roads are concerned, shingle shipments, 
measured by carloads, still exceed those of lumber, but 
when we add the export and other water shipments a 
different story is told. . 

The cargo trade for the first three months of 1900, 
figures for April not being yet available, amounted to 
105,683.037 feet, against 86,513.803 feet during the first 
three months of 1899. The aggregate lumber shipments 
from Washington during the first four months of the 
year undoubtedly were twice as great in volume as the 
shingle shipments. 

The cargo shipments are increasing by virtue of a 
general increase in the demand. The foreign trade proper 
is larger than it was, the California demand is greater 
and the Alaska requirement, particularly this year, is 
showing Jarge proportions owing to the development of 
the Cape Nome gold territory. 

The increase in rail shipments of lumber, however, is 
the phenomenal feature. It is due in part to the demand 
for building and finishing lumber, but mainly to the 
rapidly increasing use of fir as a structural and manu- 
facturer’s material. White pine is no longer available 
as timber even for uses where its strength is sufficient. 
or at least not to any such extent as formerly, owing to 
the increased prices. Then there is a growing demand 
for larger timbers than were formerly used. owing to 
the superior character of manufacturing buildings that 
are erected. The railroad requirement is perhaps the 
chief feature in the fir movement. Norway and yellow 
pine have both so increased in price of late years as to 
encourage the sending of timber bills to the west, in 
addition to which is the large sizes that may be obtained 


on the west coast. There seems no reason to doubt that 
the increase in rail shipments of lumber in its various 
forms from the Pacific northwest to the east will increase 
steadily and that it will be a very important factor in 
the lumber supply of the country and of the world. 


POPLAR IS SCARCE. 


Poplar continues to be one of the two woods which are 
in most active demand and most firm in price of all the 
list of standard lumber woods. Perhaps the demand for 
poplar is not as large as it was, but it is so in excess of 
the supply that those who must have it are obliged to 
seek it; and so for every genuine sale there are probably 
a dozen inquiries received by manufacturers and dealers. 

The fact of the matter is that the stock of poplar is 
exceedingly low. There have been a couple of years of 
slow oupply of logs. Railroad mills of, course get their 
quota with certainty, but the river mills, which include 
most of the large ones, have been much handicapped by 
lack of sufficient “tides.” Consequently the stock is not 
only low—in many cases entirely exhausted—but the 
product for this year promises to be reduced 20 or 25 
percent below that of ordinary seasons. 

There are a few fairly good stocks of poplar—perhaps 
half a dozen—but for the most part they are light and 
broken, and consumers who have been in the habit of 
depending upon some particular institution for their sup- 
plies are obliged to go elsewhere. Consequently there is 
a life and bustle about the poplar trade that is seen in 
no other except cypress. 

Poplar is one of the most important woods in this 
country. For certain uses it is almost indispensable, par- 
ticularly in carriage and car building and in furniture 
factories. Then it is a general building lumber in terri- 
tory contiguous to where it grows, and is one of the best 
siding materials in the market. It is also used quite 
extensively in sash and door establishments. These pre- 
ferred uses for the wood insure that the entire output 
will always be absorbed readily, so that when, as now, 
there is a decreased output, prices are certain to be high 
under the stimulus of competition for what little is avail- 
able. 








IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY. 


A retired lumberman who has been a close observer of 
financial and commercial history during his long life 
and who is of a somewhat philosophical bent of mind, 
sat back in his chair the other day and to the American 
Lumberman recounted some of his experiences in the 
past and made some predictions as to the future, giving 
for the latter his reasons, or some of them. It may be 
of interest and in a measure instructive to repeat in 
substance what he had to say. Our readers may take 
what follows for what it is worth. It is not given as the 
opinion of the American Lumberman, which does not 
vouch for the accuracy of the statements or the sound- 
ness of the conclusions drawn. We omit quotation marks, 
and all that follows after the end of this paragraph is 
to be credited to this shrewd observer. 

The conditions at the present time and within a 
recent period have furnished a very close parallel to 
those which existed twenty years previous. In 1879, 
accompanying the resumption of specie payments and 
a restoration of confidence in the financial integrity 
of this country and the solidity of its currency, came 
a very sudden and extreme advance in values, greater 
if anything than that which occurred last year. Lum- 
ber shared in this advance and those who bought freely 
at the beginning of the year made enormous profits. 
All other staple commodities advanced in the same 
way and iron went higher, in proportion to the higher 
average price, than it has this time. The next year, 1880, 
was like this year, 1900, a presidential year, and 
that, together with slackening of consumption due to 
the high prices, lead to a heavy decrease in prices of 
commodities, much more pronounced than anything that 
has yet been seen this year or that is likely to be 
seen. The political campaign, moreover, did not give 
assurance of success to either party. The reduction 
of prices stimuiated buying and the country was found 
to be in a generally prosperous condition, and so, when 
the election was over, there was another revival of 
confidence and an era of advancing prices which led 
to one of the most prosperous periods that the trade 
of the United States has ever known. 

The parallel between that period and this so far 
has been almost complete, though the lines of increase 
and decrease of values have not been as abrupt dur- 
ing this period as during the former. 

There will probably be during this year a sag in al} 
prices, continuing perhaps until the result of the elec- 
tion is reasonably certain, and then there will be a 
gradual increase in volume of business and a gradual 
advance in prices until the high water mark will be 
reached next year, which will be, if precedents are of 
any account, a year of prosperity exceeding 1899, 
though probably with prices not so high. The initial 
excitement of a time of exceptional business prosperity 
will have passed away and values will be on a high 
but reasonable basis, which will give assurance of 
stability. Prices have declined and will decline this 
year in some slight measure because this is a presi- 
dential year, when many are engrossed with thoughts 
of a political sort, but chiefly because the upward dash 
during last year was too rapid and carried values 
above any point which could be maintained. There is 
a slipping back this year. Values will not go to the 
bottom nor anywhere near it, but they will be on a 
decidedly lower basis than last year; and then indus- 
try and trade will begin to climb upward again in a 


more conservative way, making sure of their steps as 
they are taken. 

In the lumber trade a recession to the values oi 
two or three years. ago will not take place, simply 
because cost, the basis of values, is at a much higher 
point than it was then. Not only is timber inven- 
toried at a higher price, but on the average it has 
actually cost its present holders more than it did in 
1897 or 1898. 

In one very important particular the condition of 
the United States is far different from what it was 
in 1880. Then the export trade of the United States 
was comparatively insignificant, especially in those lines 
which provided work for the wage earners of the coun- 
try. The exports were great in volume but they were 
almost entirely of agricultural products. Now those 
exports are as great as ever but in addition there 
are exports of manufactured goods which make this 
country the greatest commercial nation in the world. 
The export trade of the United States, growing as it 
is, gives an outlet for our home products independent 
of any special home demand. Furthermore, in 1879-80 
the world at large was not especially prosperous, 
but now there is almost universal industrial and com- 
mercial activity. 

There is one more element of perhaps as much 
importance as any other, though its influence is not 
quickly felt. It is the gradual expansion of the money 
of the world, which seems certain in the course of years 
to bring about a universal advance of values. When 
silver was replaced by gold as money and when goid 
became the sole standard value, there were many who 
felt alarmed at the currency contraction which it was 
supposed must follow. Contraction did follow perhaps 
to some extent, but it stimulated the production of 
gold. It is now found almost from one pole to the 
other. In this country, in Australia and in South 
Africa the product has doubled and doubled again within 
the last few years and there is nothing to substitute 
for gold. This one influence, leading to a gradual 
advance in prices, must have an assured though quiet 
influence observable even in a single year. The com- 
merce of the United States, and the lumber trade of 
the United States in particular, has before it a period 
of unequaled prosperity. Next year and perhaps the 
latter part of this will see the advent of that era of 
which last year was but the advance herald. 


THE MODERN SAWMILL. 


The fundamental idea of the modern saw mill is organ- 
ization, the combining and correlating of parts so that 
all the different machines composing it work together 
as one. It was not very long ago that the saw mill 
was an aggregation of independent machines, but that 
time has passed and now a live roll or a transfer is as 
essential a part as the cutting mechanism itself. It 
is this organization of the saw mill that chiefly dis- 
tinguishes present methods from the past. 

The chief sawing machine stands just where it has 
stood for fifty years, with improvements, of course, 
which have replaced the circular or the more primitive 
mulay saw by the great fast band. The edger occupies 
the same place in the mill that it has for a generation, 
and so with the trimmer, but now they are strongly 
linked together; and it is within ten years or so that the 
saw mill could properly be considered one complicated 
machine rather than a juxtaposition of several. 

This is not to say that there have been no improve- 
ments in the individual parts of the mill. The band 
when it was first introduced was distinctly a slow 
machine, the wheels were light, the saw narrow, and 
there was much to be learned in regard to adjustment; 
but now the band is a most efficient tool and in its 
latest form is the greatest lumber producer of any saw- 
ing tool devised. The edger has seen some improve- 
ments within the last quarter of a century, but not 
many. The trimmer is also substantially the same 
machine it was twenty-five or thirty or forty years ago, 
though it has been much improved in effectiveness and 
convenience of operation. In mills of large capacity 
the most improvements in this tool are to be seen. 
There the latest practice is to place a man above and 
in front of the machine where he can see every board 
passing through it and whence, by manipulating a series 
of levers in front of ‘him, he can trim an enormous out- 
put of lumber. 

Notwithstanding these improvements in late years, the 
chief attention, beyond the improvements in the band 
mill, has been devoted to the secondary devices. Note 
the means used in the.modern mill for handling the 
material from the log pond to the sorting shed, so that 
little if any strength is required on the part of the 
operators, leaving them more free to the exercise of skill 
and care in handling the stock. Guided onto the haulup 
in the pond, the log is drawn by an endless chain from 
the water up onto the floor of the mill. There a log 
flip or unloader, worked from a foot or a hand lever, 
throws the log on to the deck, or to either deck if it 
be a double mill. The logs lying on the sloping deck 
are held in place by the lower one coming against the 
log stop and loader. This device, also operated by 
steam, throws the log onto the carriage and holds the 
next one in check. As the log rolls onto the carriage, 
the steam nigger adjusts it to place and during the 
process of manufacture turns it as the sawyer wishes. 

As the lumber or other material drops from the car- 
riage it falls on live rolls which carry it on in the proc- 
ess of manufacture. The slabs move on to a point 
where they are automatically transferred to the slab 
slasher which cuts them into lath, picket or cordwood 
Jengths. Not a hand has touched anything so far except 
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as the off bearers may have pulled the boards or cant 
down onto the live rolls. 

The lumber is automatically transferred from the live 
rolls to cross chains which take it to the edger. There 
all the edger man has to do is to straighten out the lum- 
ber for the edger and send it on its way, all the strength 
of any account that is required being furnished by 
machinery. If a gang saw is used, the cants are also 
transferred from the live rolls by a cant lifter and then 
by transfer chains. From the edger the lumber drops 
on another set of cross chains by which it is carried to 
the trimmer, where for the second time hand is placed 
upon it so that it may enter the trimmer properly; but 
here again little strength is required. Leaving the 
trimmer the boards drop on a continuation of the trim- 
mer chains which carry it to the sorters and here for 
the first time in the average large modern mill is there 
any real handling of the stock. 

The result is a saving of man power, a saving in 
the number of men required and a premium to brains 
yather than muscle. 

Altogether a saw mill is one of the most highly organ- 
ized manufacturing establishments there is to be found 
in this country. The material is rough, operations are 
on a large seale and there is a roar and tumult about 
it which blinds the ordinary observer to the real intri- 
cacy and delicacy of the process and to the exact organ- 
ization which characterizes it; but as a matter of fact 
there is no manufacturing establishment which shows 
perfection in the application of mechanism on a large 
scale and covering an extensive series of operations in 
a higher degree than the saw mill. It is worthy the 
study of any one interested in mechanics. 


BETTER CONDITIONS EAST. 


Advices from the east show a better condition of 
things in New England, New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland than has prevailed for 
some time past. There seems to be a distinct revival of 
lumber consumption, with a consequent encouragement 
to lumber holders and with a less marked disposition 
on the part of retailers and consumers to complain about 
the high prices. What reductions have been made in 
the prices of building woods seem to have encouraged 
consumers to some extent, added to which is the fact 
that the consumption which has been going on all along 
has drawn down the retail stocks until they must be 
replenished. 

The eastern situation has been a strained one. The 
final distributors of lumber who have not laid in full 
stocks have been very insistent upon lower prices, have 
been staying out of the market as far as possible and 
resorting to every device to piece out their stocks so 
as to avoid any extensive purchases. Holders of lum- 
ber, on the other hand, particularly if wholesalers, have 
been endeavoring to maintain the market and have 
avoided crowding their goods on reluctant buyers. This 
is not universally true but represents their general 
olicy. 

; It en been and is a contest of endurance. There has 
been no doubt as to the outcome, provided lumber 
holders would maintain their position, for while con- 
sumption has been light, it has been steady, and has been 
slowly but certainly drawing down the stocks available 
for local consumption throughout the east until the 
time was sure to come when retailers and consumers 
would be obliged to enter the market in a substantial 
way. It looks as though that time had about come and 
that the conservative men in the producing and whole- 
sale lines were to be rewarded for their faith in the 
value of their property. 

Their situation has been a difficult one. They have 
recognized some justice in the claim that lumber prices 
were too high, but they also felt that any reduction 
which was possible without incurring loss would not 
stimulate business. What consumers wanted was not a 
reduction of, say, 10 percent in prices, but a sweeping one 
of perhaps 25 percent. The cost of lumber has so 
increased within the last year that no such reduction 
was possible. There have, however, been some items 
which look important to the builder in which a reduc- 
tion could be and has been made. For instance, fram- 
ing lumber had, with the exception of box material, 
shown the greatest advance of any. Hemlock piece stuff, 
which is a very important item everywhere in the east- 
ern territory outside of New England, had advanced 
practically 100 percent. Now there has been a $2 
decline. Spruce is also somewhat easier, and these 
declines have seemed favorably to impress eastern con- 
sumers. But in a general way no decline is necessary, 
and lumber is beginning to move at full list prices. 
These prices can be just as well obtained as lower ones 
and should be if the integrity of the business is to be 
preserved, 








BOYCOTT THE ROGUES. 


There seems to be a new crop of frauds, deadbeats and 
parasites developing in the lumber trade. The prosper- 
ous times encouraged men with neither means nor char- 
acter to go into the lumber business. If by hook or crook 
they could manage to get control of a little lumber they 
would have no difficulty in disposing of it; and just now, 
when trade is a little quiet, by offering good prices they 


are able to find unsophisticated, credulous and covetous 


lumbermen to let them have title to their goods. 

We say that they are able to do this. This is true, 
perhaps, not to so great an extent as in some former 
times, but sufficiently so to encourage the lightfingered 
gentry to extend the range of their operations. 





We are again hearing of the people who offer to pay 
more for lumber than they receive for it. We find grades 
being manipulated to an unwarranted extent, and con- 
sumers as well as producers bitten. In various sections 
of the country and in a number of markets are heard 
complaints of the operations of such people as these. 

Sometimes they operate under their own names, though 
these instances are comparatively few. Sometimes they 
disguise their identity under a high sounding title, as 
of a company. Sometimes they take an alias and some- 
times furnish their peculiar quality of brains and morals 
in combination with the name of some innocent party 
who is persuaded that now is the time to go into the 
lumber business. 

There should be no excuse for the business existence of 
any one of doubtful standing, to say nothing of those 
whose standing is not at all doubtful, but whose crooked- 
ness has been demonstrated. There are enough good peo- 
ple to sell to and buy from without taking the chances on 
the crooks or the incompetent, no matter how bold their 
claims, hew artistic their stationery or how alluring 
their inducements. The fact is that a dishonest man can 
always offer to pay more for lumber than an honest one, 
and the more dishonest he is and the less his intention 
to pay his obligations, the higher prices he can hid. 
Likewise the lower the price for which he can sell his 
goods. 

It is unfortunately true that there is a distinction 
in this matter between buying and selling. The buyer 
ordinarily need not pay for goods until he has received 
them and inspected them. He can safeguard himself 
against fraud, and if he be accused of receiving stolen 
goods he can plead the baby act. But even the buyer is 
likely to be swindled by the shrewder of these frauds. 

The class of incompetents who are entering in the 
trade includes those of little capital who think that 
lumber is an easy trade, that the profits are sure and 
that no special experience is required. Fortunately such 
people usually pay their own expenses in obtaining busi- 
ness tuition, though often others suffer with them. 

In view of matters that have recently come to the 
knowledge of the American Lumberman a word of cau- 
tion regarding current transactions with new people is 
in order. Every lumber seller should make free use of 
the facilities offered by the commercial agencies before 
biting at the tempting morsel of profit which in all prob- 
ability conceals a hook or itself may be bogus and noth- 
ing but an artificial instead of a real fly. 


UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT ON 
BOOMING AND LOGGING LIENS. 


That the business of booming logs on the streams 
running through the forests of the west is a lawful 
business, says the supreme court of the United States, 
cannot be doubted. It moreover holds, in the case of the 
Lindsay & Phelps Company vs. John H. Mullen (a sur- 
veyor general) and the state of Minnesota, 20 Supreme 
Court Reporter 325, that section 2400 of the Minnesota 
statutes of 1894, which provides that each surveyor gen- 
eral, by himself or deputy, shall survey all logs and 
timber running out of “any boom, chartered by law” in 
his district, includes, within this designation, every cor- 
poration, whether incorporated under general or special 
law, with authority to maintain a boom. 

Nor does the supreme court agree with the contention 
that the statutes of Minnesota were not intended to 
and do not in fact give the surveyor general any lien 
upon the logs of private parties for inspecting and scal- 
ing logs run through chartered booms. Quoting over 
again the above mentioned provision of section 2400, 
it says that to those unfamiliar with the logging busi- 
ness as carried on in the timber regions of the north 
and northwest this compulsory surveying and scaling may 
seem unnecessary, but all 
adjusted to tne actual operations of business, being intended 
to facilitate those operations and protect all who are engaged 
therein. Many are engaged in the cutting of logs in these 
lumber districts. That business is facilitated by any system 
which permits those parties to turn their logs into an adja- 
cent stream and let them float’ down to some place where 
they can be collected and brailed. In that way each indi- 
vidual cutter is saved the necessity of brailing his logs at 
every place where he may bring them to the water. The sey- 
eral states in which these lumber districts are situated have 
assumed the power of taking charge of these logs thus put 
singly into a stream, collecting them at one place, separating 
them to their respective owners and thus facilitating the for- 
warding in raft to market. Of course, such work entails 
expense, and the expense, the supreme court holds, after mak- 
ing this explanation, is rightfully charged upon the property 
thus marked and separated. 

In furtherance of this thought, the supreme court goes on 
to say, the legislature of Minnesota has given the right to 
boom companies duly incorporated to take possession of the 
great mass of floating logs coming down a stream, and 
requires that those logs thus taken possession of shall be 
inspected and scaled under the supervision of some state 
official. In that way each individual owner and cutter has a 
guaranty of safety in respect to his logs, and the general 
interests are so manifestly subserved that there can be no 
reasonable doubt of the legislative power of supervision, 
inspection and scaling. And the language of the statute being 
mandatory, the supreme court is of the opinion that such was 
the intent of the legislature, and that such legislation is 
within its power. 

Taking up next the contention that the scale bills were not 
of themselves competent evidence, and that without them 
there was no clear and satisfactory evidence in this case of 
the number of feet surveyed and scaled, the supreme court 
says that it is not disposed to question the competency of the 
scale bills as evidence. Attached to the scale bills was a cer- 
tifieate of the surveyor general stating, as required by section 
2,402 of the Minnesota statutes, the amount due him thereon, 
and that he scaled the logs, timber or lumber relying upon 
the lien, and that he claimed a lien thereon for the amount 
thereof and costs of collection. The scale-bills, thus certified, 
were delivered to the managing agent of the boom company. 
And, the court holds, whatever suggestions might be made as 
to the incompleteness of these scale bills, they were, as thus 
certified, competent evidence. 

Nor does the court understand that a record in the books 
of the surveyor general is preliminary to a right to any lien. 





legislation may rightfully be 


It says that by section 2,402 he is given a lien for certain 
services; and while it is true that by section 2,400 he is 
required to record the scale bills in the books of his office, and 
upon being paid his fees therefor to deliver the original bill 
to the owner or managing agent of the boom, yet, for any 
services other than the mere making of the record, the court 
says it is of the opinion that, under the two sections referred 
to, he establishes his lien by the rendering of the services 
and affixing to the scale bill the prescribed certificate. 

Granting that beforehand it was conceived that the supreme 
court might possibly decide the foregoing points as it has, it 
may be supposed that it was expected that an insuperable bar 
would be put in its way by the contention that the logs of 
the plaintiff, seized by the surveyor general, were so seized 
under a claim of lien for services rendered in inspecting and 
sealing logs other than those of the plaintiff as well as its 
own, which was a fact. Thus was presented the important 
question of whether the logs of one party can be subjected 
to a lien for surveying and scaling not only his logs but also 
for surveying and scaling logs belonging to other parties. 
The statement, as the court says, naturally suggests a nega- 
tive answer, and ordinarily it may be aftirmed that no man’s 
property can be subject to a lien for services rendered upon 
some other man’s property. And yet, under the circumstances 
of the case, the court declares itself constrained to hold that 
the lien was good, and must be enforced for the entire 
amount claimed. This it does upon the ground that for the 
purposes of a lien the boom company must be considered in 
a qualified sense the owner of all logs that it takes into its 
possession. 

And in this connection the supreme court expressly holds 
that it was not unreasonable on the part of, but within the 
power of, the legislature when it gave the boom company a 
lien upon all logs turned into the boom, to require that it 
should be responsible to the surveyor general for his fees, and 
that he, looking to the boom company for payment thereof, 
should have a right to enforce a lien upon any logs turned 
into the boom, the boom company, for its protection, being 
given a lien on the logs of each owner, and the log owner 
having his recourse against the boom company. 

It must be borne in mind, the supreme court continues, that 
while the lien is given for the services rendered, the use of 
the facilities of the boom is not compulsory. hy this, it 
explains, it does not mean to say that a log cutter may throw 
his logs loosely and separately into the river and let them 
float down, trusting to luck that they will do no injury, but 
that doubtless any one may make his own raft and send it 
down the stream, provided he places in charge of it a suffi- 
cient number of men to suitably protect it from doing injury 
or interfering with others in their use of the stream. 

A main purpose of the boom is to stop and collect the float- 
ing logs, and the state having control over the river as a 
highway of navigation may make such provisions for the use 
of that highway by the different parties seeking to use it as 
will prevent any injury by one upon the other. Just as the 
ordinary land highways are free to the use of the public, yet 
it is within the competency of the legislature to make such 
provisions as will prevent the use by one working injury to 
others ; and if a party wishes to use a highway in a manner 
which may tend to work injury to others he cannot complain 
if the legislature interferes and provides some means for pre- 
venting such injury. In that way, the supreme court holds, 
it may be said that any log owner may send his logs down the 
river without the use of the boom, and when he decides to 
avail himself of the boom it cannot be said that he is deprived 
of his property without due process of iaw if he is compelled 
to subject it to the conditions which the legislature prescribes 
for the use of such boom. 

A final objection was that, even if this boom in question 
was one chartered by law, within the meaning of section 
2,400 of the Minnesota statutes, and although the surveyor 
general had performed all that was required of him by the 


- statute to secure a lien, still the law as applied to this boom, 


and so far as the logs in question were concerned, was a reg- 
ulation of interstate commerce which the state of Minnesota 
had no authority to make. It appeared that these logs, and 
indeed the bulk of the logs passing into this boom, came out 
of the Chippewa river, a stream wholly within the limits of 
the state of Wisconsin, while the boom company was char- 
tered by the state of Minnesota, and its principal works were 
within the limits of that state. 

However, without being disposed to limit in the slightest 
degree the scope and effect of its prevjous decisions, under 
which it was contended that the navigation of these logs 
must be free, the supreme court insists that a state has a 
right to improve the waterways within its limits and to make 
reasonable charges for the use of such improvements, at least 
until congress interferes, and either itself assumes control of 
the improvements or compels their removal. And, in this 
spirit, it holds that the improvement made in the Mississippi 
river by the construction of the boom and its works in ques- 
tion, and the exaction of reasonable charges for the use of 
such works, including fees of state officials for inspecting and 
scaling, if done under state authority, cannot be considered 
in any just sense a burden upon interstate commerce. It 
holds that it is nothing more than action upon the part of a 
state in furnishing additional facilities for the navigation of 
the waterway, and for such additional facilities reasonable 
charges may be exacted. 

Last of all. the supreme court holds that, even if the boom 
in question was a “shear boom” and extended across the main 
channel of the Mississippi river and into the territory of Wis- 
consin, nevertheless, if neither the state of Wisconsin nor the 
United States complained of this as an obstruction of the 
navigation of the Mississippi, it did not lie in the mouth of 
the plaintiff to complain of it in that respect. 

For all of which reasons the supreme court holds that a 
decision sustaining a lien for surveying and scaling all of the 
logs in the boom was right and should be affirmed. 
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GEN. ALGER SELLS CANADIAN TIMBER. 


Saginaw, Micu., May 24.—General Alger has sold 
the last of his Ontario timber limits, 108 square miles, 
on north shore of Lake Huron, to Ferguson & McFadden, 
of Renfrew, Ont., for $150,000. General Alger said if 
his firm were to go on lumbering in Canada it would be 
necessary to close up its Michigan mills and build new 
mills in Canada. He thought he could make more 
money by selling out his Canadian holdings at a loss 
and buying timber land here. Last Monday he said 
his firm bought $500,000 worth of timber land in Minne- 
sota, because more money could be made there than in 
Canada. He said the Canadian holdings just sold con- 
tained about 100,000,000 feet, for which they paid $250,- 
000. To manufacture and import this lumber would 
cost $2 a thousand duty and he believed there was little 
profit in it. He said he has large holdings in Canada 
yet, is lumbering on the north shore of Lake Superior 
and has large interests in the Laurentides Pulp & 
Paper Company, on St. Maurice river, Quebec. — 


PPPOE 


A recent Mississippi river raft from Stillwater to 
Dubuque and Clinton contained 7,500,000 feet of lumber 
and was deckloaded with lath and shingles. It was 
2,270 feet long and 250 feet wide, and claims the record 
to date. 
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has no Chance for Jockeying in Russia. 





A Graphic Representation of Statistics—CLXVII. 


In the closing observations of last 
week there were some very important statistics regard 
ing the appanage which the average reader, if 
he should be of my own disposition in such matters, pos 
sibly skimmed over without erasping their exact mean 
ing. ‘The growth of forestry work in Russia could hardly 
be more graphically set forth than by the accompanying 
diagram No. 1, covering the period from 1800 to 1895. 
Che tall columns in the diagram represent the total 
area of forest lands at the time indicated by the figures 
immediately below in the diagram. These areas are in 
deciatines, and it is only necessary to read 1,000,000,000 
deciatines as 2.700.000 acres to arrive quickly at the 
idea of these magnitudes. The next lower series of 
columns rising in the zigzag line until in 1896 they pass 
the 5,000,000 mark, represents the gross revenues from 
forests in The great increase of late years, 
and especially 1865, remarkable results, 
ilthough these gross revenues were to some extent com- 
pensated for prior to that time by the taxes laid upon 
the serfs before their emancipation. The next lower 
column represents the portion of forest revenues which 
is used in work in the forest and the lowest and dark- 
est portion of the diagram represents the expenditures 
in running the government machinery which has to do 
with forests. The expenses of forestry management, it 
will be noticed, have increased very materially in the 
years subsequent to 1890; but the revenues have 
increased likewise so that in the last year indicated 
upon the diagram, 1896, there was a larger revenue from 
forestry after paying all expenses than in any previous 
year in the history of the forest department. 

It will be understood, of course, that the figures to 
the right of the diagram refer to rubles when the por- 
tion of the diagram relating to expenses and revenues 
is under consideration and relate to deciatines as regards 
the columns devoted to area. The brackets at the bot- 
tom of the diagram indicate the vertical columns belong- 
ing to the year in question, the intermediate years being 
indicated by the single intermediate columns. 

From other information which ft have at hand I have 
had a second diagram prepared, the lower portion of 
each column representing the forest area and agreeing 
with the columns upon the first diagram. The black 
portions of the columns represent the taxable agri- 
cultural land and the upper portion of the columns up 
to 1860 represent the lands which were used by the 
serfs for their own benefit prior to their emancipation. 
The new order of events inaugurated with their eman- 
cipation is, of course, responsible for the increase of 
taxable agricultural land since 1865. 

These diagrams indicate very clearly that while the 
primitive beginnings of forestry run back for a long 
time in Russian history its tangible results are con- 
fined almost entirely to the last thirty years, 

The progress which has been made in this time is the 
more remarkable when it is realized that it has been 
found necessary to conduct the work here upon lines 
ilmost wholly original, as the methods in use in Ger- 
many and elsewhere were found to be entirely unsuited 
to the problems presented in Russia. 


Regulations of Timber Sales—CLXIX. 


As | have before indicated, most of the government 
forest product is sold to private timber merchants, and 
the regulations under which these sales are made in the 


portion of my 


forests 


rubles. 
since 


the 
shows 


state of Vologda, in force since 1898, I reproduce here- 
with as a matter of curiosity to American readers: 


Security, Terms Allowed for Operations, Distribu- 
tion of Felling Permits and Payments—CLXX. 


l. The purchaser is required at the outset to make an 
advance deposit of 10 percent of the entire amount of 
purchase money as security for strict fulfillment of all 
the conditions of the contract. Where the amount is 
under 50 rubles ($25) no advance deposit is required 
nor formal contract prepared. 

2. The purchasers in the sum of 1,000 rubles or over 
have two winter periods in which to complete their oper- 
ations. In sales amounting to less than that sum the 
purchasers are limited to one winter season, ending 
March 1. 

3. In purchasing from markets or from foresters per- 
mits will be issued for the entire operation. Where it 
extends over two years permits will be issued for the 
second winter for the quantity unfelled during the first 
winter. These permits will state whether the timber is 
sold by precise or by approximate quantities. 

4. In purchasing timber from the markets the price 
will depend upon the current cost of preparing the mate- 
rial and the taxes in force at the time. An addition of 
4 percent is made to these costs, half of which goes to 
the government treasury to cover forests injured in get- 
ting out the material and trees used in building laborers’ 
huts during the progress ef the work. The other half 
goes to the treasury of the forestry department. Pay- 
ments must be made after notice is given that the pre- 
pared material is ready for transportation from the 
forest, and not later than May 10 or November 10 follow- 
ing. 

In buying from the government forest management 
one-third of the whole sum must be paid at the time of 
taking out the permit, and the balance as above, May 10 
or November 10. 

If payments are not made in time the deposit is for- 
feited and the prepared material is sold for the benefil of 
the government; and if the sale does not produce the full 
amount due the government the balance may be recov- 
ered from the property of the defaulting purchaser. 

Timber given out without charge is exempt from the 4 
percent taxation, as are also the sales of less than 50 
rubles. 

5. On November 10 of each year all unredeemed depos- 
its will be sold, and any surplus will be handed over to 
the buyer. 


The Preparation of Forest Material—CLXXI. 


6. The work of getting out purchased material may be 
carried on between September and March. If intended 
for household manufacture by peasants material may be 
gotten out as late as March 15, while the stripping of 
birch bark and preparation of timber for shipbuilding 
or for floats for the conveyance of grain, hay, lime and 
ore is permitted all the year round. 

7. Tree-felling is carried on both in unorganized and in 
explored forests, as specified by the permit. 

8. The getting out of timber shorter in length than 
that mentioned in the permit is not allowed. 

9. It is allowable to take out purchased material in 
any of the following forms: Timber, square calks,: fram- 
ing timber, poles, stakes, firewood and brushwood. 

10. Purchasers desiring to float their timber to White 
sea ports are permitted to transport defective timber 
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along with their sound timber; but the defective timber 
must be piled separately and in single tiers, so that the 
inspector may examine them without turning them over. 

11. Timber prepared for floating down to White sea 
ports must have a length of 18 arshine (42 feet) or more, 
with a diameter of 10 inches at the top. 

12. For all timber not removed from tree felling dis- 
tricts by the purchaser within the specified time will be 
exacted for sound timber double the amount of its actual 
cost, and for defective timber the full market price of 
sound timber. 

13. If it be found impossible to obtain from a given 
forest area the whole quantity of timber specified the 
forester will grant a permit to take the balance from 
some other forest. 

14. Firewood must not be longer than 3 arshine (7 


feet). The preparation of forest material from fallen 
trees is allowed only after obtaining a special permit 
from the forester. 


15. The purchaser, after paying his bill, receives foi 
every 1,000 pieces of timber in the following proportion: 
Rods (birch, willow, fir, ete.), 2,000 pieces of 4 arshine 
(9 1-3 feet) in length; about 700 stakes 14 feet in length, 





2.— DISTRIBUTION OF APPANAGE FORESTS. 


or 160 pieces of poles 28 to 35 feet long, and 1 cubic 
sajene (2.68 cords) of firewood. 


Transportation and Assortment of Forest [laterial 
—CLXXIl. 


16. The purchaser when taking out a tree-felling per- 
mit is compelled to select a wharf or piling ground (with 
the consent of the forester) from which to transport the 
material mentioned in the permit. 

It is not allowed to have upon the same wharf or pil- 
ing ground material from government forests and also 
material from private forests, unless the purchaser from 
the government forest secure the exclusive use thereof. 

17. Transportation of material from the forest must 
be effected through existing roads and glades. The lay- 
ing out of new roads is not permitted. 

18. The purchaser is required to pile the material in 
separate groups. Timbers, square calks, poles, etc., must 
always be piled in two tiers with the tops together at the 
same end. 

Timbers with defects of different kinds must be put in 
a single row. The timber purchaser is required by the 
forester to place his mark upon all his timbers. 

19. For the purpose of inspection timber must be 
cleaned from snow; sound timber upon both ends and 
defective timber over the entire length of one side. 
Where convenience requires, timbers may sometimes be 
piled up in more than two rows, but not without a per- 
mit from the government forester. 

20. Forest material purchased by the same person, but 
from different forests, will be permitted to be piled upon 
the same wharf or piling ground. 


Attestations—CLXXIII. 


21. The purchaser, before the termination of the time 
limit of his tree-felling permit, must make out a report 
of all the material prepared, giving the serial numbers 
of his permits, stating the various kinds of materials 
and the quantities, with sound and defective materials 
listed separately. For not complying with this rule the 
purchaser will be fined 10 copecks (5 cents) for each 
piece of forest material purchased. 

22. The attestations of prepared forest material ready 
for conveying down in floats will be performed by the 
forest officers during the period beginning May 1 and on 
until the beginning of the transportation and attestations 
for transportation by land will be made positively not 
later than three months from the expiration of the tree- 
felling permit. The date when the attestation will be 
made not being known to the purchaser, it is incumbent 
upon him to learn it from the forester. If the purchaser 
or his representative is not present at the appointed 
time he deprives himself of the right to dispute the cor- 
rectness of the account and of the attestation as made. 


The Responsibility of the Purchaser—CLXXiV. 


28. The purchaser will be fined 10 copecks (5 cents) 
for each piece of timber or other forest material irregu- 
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larly piled, or for timber or other material not cleaned 
from snow, ete., after the first order to do so from the 
foresters. If timber is not marked or branded as 
required 5 cents will be exacted for each piece. If there 
be found sound timber among piled-up defective timber, 
not to exceed 10 percent, the purchaser will have to pay 
the full market price for sound timber. If more than 10 
percent of sound timber is found among, the defective 
timber ‘double the market price for sound timber will be 
charged. 

29. In the sales of forest material in exact specified 
quantities, or in sales through tree-felling permits, prices 
will be charged according to law and according to the 
different classes of materials, as follows: (a) poles and 
stakes; (b) timber, square calks and framing timber; 
(c) firewood, and (d) brushwood. 

33. If a buyer refuse to pay for purchased forest mate- 
rial for any reason not mentioned in the contract the for- 
est department will have a right to hold his security. 
The amount of the security not being sufficient, the buyer 
will be responsible for the balance, to the extent of all 
the property he may possess. 

34. All fines for the violation of stipulations must be 
paid before a permit for transportation by land or water 
is granted. 

35. For transportation by land or by water permits 
will be issued to the purchaser after paying for the 
attestation of the forest material. 

38. The buyer can transfer the rights and obligations 
of the contract to some other party, but not without the 
consent of the government forest department. 

39. The payment of revenue stamps for the contract, 
in the accordance with the amount of forest material to 
be attested, is to be paid by the purchaser. J. E. D. 


Letters to the Editor. 


What Knowledge Is Essential to Business Success. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., May 3.—The writer is an interested 
reader of the American Lumberman, and, while I recog- 
nize it as occupying first rank among publications of its 
kind; while it meets the needs and requirements of a 
large majority of its patrons, yet, speaking personally and 
with a knowledge of what others have had to say upon 
the subject, it has a following whose wants it does not 
altogether meet. It is with no presumptious feeling or 
desire to dictate any policy as regards the editing of the 
Lumberman, but with a sincere wish that its columns 
might sometimes contain that which would conduce to the 
interest and aid of your humble servant and others of 
his kind—for there are many—that reference is made to 
the suggestion herewith offered. To come to the point, 
I am thirty years old, employed by a prominent lumber 
concern of this city, thoroughly enjoy the business, expect 
to make it a life calling, and my ambition is to make 
the most out of the business I can—to attain to the high- 
est success possible; but I am handicapped to a certain 
extent, in this; that I am without the practical experi- 
ence necessary, perhaps, that growth in the business from 
the stump and saw mill up, affords; the actual handling 
(inspection) of the real article that has conserved the 
interests and been the secret of the success of many of 
our greatest lumbermen. Under more favorable circum- 
stances it would probably be the wisest thing for me to 
to accept humbler employment with some of our large south- 
ern mills, where a competent and accurate knowledge of 
the practical side of the business could be acquired, but 
1 have pecuniary obligations which employment of this 
nature would not meet; and, having acquired sufficient 
knowledge of the business from sources I have been able 
to take advantage of, which enables me to command a 
salary, I hardly feel justified in giving it up at this late 
day for one less than half as much, for the sake of the 
practical information gained thereby, I feel it my duty 
to eontinue from the point to which I have already attained. 
My experience has given me a thorough knowledge of the 
theoretical, or so-called inside part of the business, the 
office part, from stenographer, bookkeeper, etc., up, from 
post to post, until I am confident of my ability in this 
capacity, and, as such, have naturally had much to do 
and been thrown with the lumber enough so that I have 
gained a fair comprehension of the business in general: 
understand the relative merits and values of the different 
kinds of lumber, know the various kinds of lumber at sight, 
ete., having even, at times, been given the duty to inspect 
limited quantities and kinds of lumber. 

I have been engaged along these lines for the last ten 
years, and not a little of whatever success I have accomp- 
lished I attribute to the reading of the Lumberman and to 
lumber literature generally. Of course, this does not and 
cannot take the place of close application and downright 
toil in the woods and in the mill, but it is a great aid 
and valuable adjunct to the ambitious. 

Just here is where I have thought the Lumberman might 
disseminate knowledge, and, therefore, extend its useful- 
ness. To illustrate, this morning I was at my desk pre- 
paring a list of claims for over charges in weights, etc., 
when our yard foreman came into the office with a half 
dozen good sized plank and proceeded to interrogate me 
in this way. “Now,” he said, “put on your specks and 
tell me if this is hickory or pecan? What do you call 
this piece, soft or hard maple? What kind of oak is this? 
Is this short or long leaf yellow pine?’ etc, ete. It has 
occurred to me many times that the Lumberman could 
greatly interest many of its readers by devoting say a 
half column or a column each week to a description of 
the specific features and qualities, the distinguishing 
marks, relation to other species, their relative value and 
adaptability for certain purposes, of the various kinds of 
timber. This. would probably provoke a general discus- 
sion, as it is seldom the case that all are agreed upon 
an opinion advocated by any one person, and then, by 
granting space in your columns to those who cared to 
indulge themselves along this line, no doubt the result 
would be a genuine benefit to a large number. 

Such articles as would appear from time to time could 
be considered as a text book by the undergraduates, from 
which much abstract and useful knowledge would be 
obtained, and, when applied and considered along with 
a specimen of the species under consideration, the effect 
would be the acquisition of a fairly practical conception 
of the fundamental principles of the business; thus, in a 
measure, largely making up for the loss of an opportunity 
that may or may not have presented itself earlier in life. 
The writer would be very glad to receive your impressions 
relative to the above in the columns of the a 


{Two distinet and complete ambitions are outlined in 
the foregoing: the one, “to make the most out of the 
business I can—to attain to the highest success possible,” 
being abundantly sufficient for a life-work and evidently 
the real one in view; the other, incorrectly supposed to 











be the sum of essentials to the attainment.of the first, is 
to gain a clear understanding of the innumerable details 
of the lumber business in all its branches and under 
all conditions, together with a correct knowledge of 
their relations to one another. 

The ordinary span of life is insufficient for the attain- 
ment of the latter and even were it not, the result would 
be a mere encyclopedic knowledge unaccompanied to any 
remarkable extent by the acquisition of the more popu- 
lar and substantial evidences of success, wealth, which, 
from the expression, “my ambition is to make the most 
out of the business I can” we apprehend to be the young 
man’s primary object. 

His own statement that he cannot now abandon the 
measure of success he has attained in one field to try for 
a new one in another without prejudice to his pecuniary 
fortune is suflicient proof of this. Changes without end 
would be necessary in the acquisition of a complete 
knowledge of timber land, logging, manufacturing, sell- 
ing, shipping, collecting, freight, and other matters 
essentially associated with the successful lumber busi- 
ness, and these each differ in detail, if not indeed in 
policy, to almost as great an extent as there are vary- 
ing-branches and different localities, individuals, and 
varieties of product in the trade. 

There is not nor has there ever been, insofar as we 
are informed, a single noticeable success, from a wealth 
acquiring standpoint, wherein such extended knowledge 
of the business in its countless minutiw has, as is sug- 
gested in this communication, served as a foundation. 

Unmistakable success in each of the instances which 
we can call to mind has been the result of close atten- 
tion and peculiar ability directed and applied to special 
lines. With those who have accomplished enviable 
results the following, both praiseworthy and blame- 
worthy, have served eminently: Peculiar executive 
ability or an ability for organization; close attention to 
economy of time and material in the manufacture; 
sufficient capital or backing in the early stages of the 
business, with a wise application and use of this advan- 
tage; broad honesty of method, compelling in time a 
great volume of lucrative business; rare ability in a 
buying and a selling capacity; honest co-operation and 
division of profits with associates and employees; the 
direct opposite of this; sharp practice in inspection 
methods and its companion, unfair inspection, ete., ete., 
ad libitum. ; 

In every instance success has attached to close atten- 
tion and application, coupled with ability directed along 
special lines. 

A. general knowledge of details common to most 
branches have, of course, been accompaniments. The 
means to obtain this are on every hand and are far too 
numerous for us to attempt to recapitulate them. For 
an acquaintance with the appearance of our many 
domestic woods in flat and edge grain pieces and cross 
sections, this being one of the subjects mentioned, noth- 
ing is so valuable and comprehensive, in a primary 
way, as Mr. Hough’s work containing characteristic 
specimens of each of our more common domestic woods. 
Further inquiry, whenever opportunity affords, will 
bring a knowledge of variations, etc. 

The study of works on forestry, applied mechanics, 
railroad construction, operation and maintenance, bank- 
ing, finance, credits, etc., are always of value. In fact, 
there is hardly a department of human knowledge that 
is not of practical value in some Lranch of the business. 

To insure success, choose a special line and stick to it. 
Attention, application and your very sane and com- 
mendable desire for knowledge will do the rest.—Eb.| 





BY TOIL OF MIND. 
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of interest in Sunday school work. He has always 
been much interested in history, in literature, in music 
and in architecture, but never professionally in any of 
these pursuits. 

A special subject of study, and one in which he is 
profoundly interested is forestry. He is a believer in 
the importance of forestry, both from sentimental and 
practical considerations. Readers of the American 
Lumberman may remember that he has contributed to 
its columns on this subject, which contributions have 
attracted attention of forestry students the country over, 

He has always been an ardent republican, and yet bas 
not allowed political distractions to interfere with the 
doing well of the one thing which he has attempted to 
accomplish, and never has sought or held public office. - 
, Such is an epitome of one successful man’s busy life. 
He can be styled successful, not merely because of busi- 
ness achievements but because of the character devel- 
oped. To tender this tribute to William M. Dwight is 
an especially pleasant task because he is a man who 
does not court notoriety, but, on the contrary, avoids 
it. Many of our readers will be glad thus to be made 
acquainted with the man behind a business which per- 
haps has to them lacked personality except as it is 
expressed in honest goods and business methods above 
reproach. 

A unique little reminder of the wealth of Kansas is 
votten out by the Kansas Lumber Company, of Hutchin- 
son, Kas. It is a folded piece of celluloid stamped out 
in the shape of a fat “Chester white” hog, with the 
business card of the. Kansas Lumber Company on one 
side and on the other, between the drooping ear and 
the kinky tail, the legend, “Ready for the Pen.” The 
appropriateness of this remark is seen by opening the 
fold, when a penwiper is disclosed. It is a novel idea 
and a good one. 


Law for Lumbermen. 


Extent to Which the Common Law Condemns 
Trusts and Combinations. 

This is an age of trusts and combinations of all sorts. 
There is clamor against them on the one hand, and 
for the privilege of combining on the other, as if the 
law could be changed to fit the opinions and selfish ends 
of particular classes. So says the supreme court of 
Wisconsin, which declares that there is clamor for laws 
to prevent combination, while law exists that condemns 
most of them which is as old as the common law itself. 
and sufficiently severe to remedy much of the mischiefs 
complained of that are actual; yet violations of such 
law are so common, and the remedy it furnishes so sel- 
dom applied, that its very existence seems in many 
quarters to be little understood. For example, the court 
holds, in Gatzow against Buening, 81 Northwestern 
Reporter 1003, that a combination to do an act tending 
necessarily to prejudice the public or oppress individ- 
uals by unjustly subjecting them to the power of the 
confederates and give effect to the purposes of the latter, 
whether of extortion or mischief, is unlawful. And if an 
unlawful combination exist, the supreme court goes on 
to say, it is none the less unlawful because existing 
under. a_ self-imposed constitution and governed by 
by-laws, and because it conducts its operations in a pub- 
lic or semi-publie way, asserting the right, in pursuit of 
its purposes, to interfere with individual liberty and 
with the publie interests. Therefore, in a proceeding 
for damages for wrongdoing by such a combination to 
the special injury of an individual, the constitution and 
by-laws of the association, and pretests of its members 
of innocence of bad intent, and of adherence to the obliga- 
tions of their association, however innocent may be its 
name, to prevent incurring its penalties, will constitute 
no protection whatever, as regards compensatory dam- 
ages, to a person specially injured by open acts of its 
members in pursuit of the purposes of the conspiracy. 
More specifically does the supreme court state it as a 
rule of the common law that a combination of persons, 
natural or artificial, to restrict legitimate trade or com 
merce in any field, by hampering or destroying individ- 
ual liberty, stifling competition or preventing the exer- 
cise of individual freedom to dispose of one’s labor or 
capital according to his own free will, so long as the legal 
rights of other persons are not infringed upon, is unlaw 
ful. On the other hand, the court says that if the com- 
hination is not so far-reaching, as regards effects upon 
the public, or time or place, or the benefits of the mem- 
bers are not so large as to render the combination an 
unreasonable interference with trade or individual free- 
dom, that will remove from it the stamp of illegality. 
Even so, it adds that open, unlawful acts, by two or 
more members of the combination acting by agreement 
to carry out its purposes, will render the combination, 
as to them, unlawful. 


Liable for Negligence in Booming and Rafting. 


In Sibley vs. the Penobscot Lumbering Association, 
the supreme judicial court of Maine holds, 45 Atlantic 
Reporter 293, the association to be a corporation, and 
liable to its members in actions at law for damages sus- 
tained by them through its negligence in booming and 
rafting their logs. While it does not possess every 
attribute of a corporation, the court holds that it pos- 
sesses sufficient, answering well an approved definition 
of a corporation, or “corporation aggregate,’ which 
latter is held to be a collection of individuals united in 
one body, under such a grant of privileges as secures the 
succession of members without changing the identity of 
the body, and constitutes the members for the time being 
one artificial person or legal being, capable of transact- 
_ing some kind of business like a natural person. Nor is 
any duty, the court holds, imposed upon parties injured 
by the association’s negligence in booming and rafting 
their logs, either by its charter or by the common law, 
of presenting their claims to it within any particular 
time. Neither are they obliged to present their claims 
before bringing suit. 


The Supreme Court of Minnesota on Combinations 
Destructive of Business 

This high tribunal says that the genius of our free 
institutions encourages all men to seek better fortunes, 
higher levels, and larger opportunities for success in life. 
Therefore, within proper limits, it is both lawful and 
commendable for men to combine for the purpose of 
securing better wages or larger returns from their busi- 
ness ventures. Thus, a man, not under contract obliga- 
tions to the contrary, has a right te refuse to work for 
or deal with any man or class of men, as he sees fit, and 
the right which one man may exercise singly many men 
may lawfully agree by voluntary association to do 
jointly, provided they do not interfere with the legal 
rights of others. But one man singly, nor any number 
of men jointly, having no legitimate interests to protect, 
may not lawfully ruin the usiness of another by mali- 
ciously inducing his patrons and third parties not to 
deal with him. For which latter reason, the court 
especially holds, in Ertz against Exchange Company, 81 
Northwestern Reporter 737, that a complaint which 
alleges that the party making it, a dealer in certain 
products, had a profitable business, that the parties 
sued had conspired together to refuse to deal with him 
and to induce others to do likewise, it not appearing 
that their interference with his business was to serve 
any legitimate interests of their own, but that it was 
done maliciously to injure him, and that the conspiracy 
had been earried into execution, whereby his business 
was ruined, states a good cause of action at law. 
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A Prominent Lumber Consuming Point. 


For years Rockford, Ill., has been trying to fully 
recover from the big-sized boom which struck the town 


back in 1892. In many of ihe towns I visited the past 
winter they had the smallpox. and to hear them talk 
one would think it was the direst affliction that could 
come their way. A town wou!d better be quarantined 
for smallpox for six months, however, than to have a 
full-fledged boom strike it. If you doubt the truth of 
this assertion ask Sioux City, la., Rockford, Ill., or any 
other town where they have had a thorough taste of it. 
When the smallpox is gone, its gone, but when the head 
of a boom is gone its tail will remain and wiggle about 
worse than a snake’s. Even the tail of the boom in 
Rockford is now disappearing, and the town is once 
more nearly its old self, with its host of manufacturing 
establishments running full time, and some of them 
overtime. 

Rockford has many furniture factories—fourteen, I 
think—these factories consuming millions of feet of 
Jumber yearly. The yards have hardly enough of this 
trade to speak of. Taylor & Crate, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
put in an exclusive hardwood yard here, the inducement 
doubtless being the many furniture factories; but I 
have seen so much of this manufacturing trade that if 
I wanted to supply it the first thing I would not do 
would be to put in a yard. Yard men don’t get this 
irade, never have got it, and probably never will. Here 
in Rockford the bulk of the lumber for the furniture 
factories is furnished by a man whose office, so far as 
I learned, was in his hat, yet the amount of lumber he 
sells is surprising. It was told me that not long ago 
he made contracts with the furniture men to supply 
6,000,000 feet, which is a big pile of hardwood lumber, 
as we all know. 

While in Rockford I aimed to do a little errand for 
a small oak manufacturer. He had heard that big prices 
are paid for oak coffin stock, which is a fact in some 
of the southern states for coffin lumber which is shipped 
to the foreign markets. The saw mill man had an idea 
that he could pick up some coffin factory for a customer, 
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“Quarantined for smallpox.” 


turn out fine, wide stock, and get an extra price for it. 
He asked me if when going about the country I would 
visit some coffin factory and see how the land lay. The 
works at Rockford turn out about twenty-five caskets 
daily, a fair proportion of them made of oak. But I 
will ask you what you or anybody else would know 
about the quality of an oak board if both sides of it 
were covered with cloth? Very likely in other coun- 
tries the oak is not so covered, consequently a geod 
grade is required; but here the wormier the oak the 
better, provided it reduces it in price. If you couldn’t 
put the butt end of your pencil duwn without covering 
«a worm hole it would be oak all the same. And really 
isn’t it as good as any oak to bury in the ground? If 
we vould break away from these expensive funeral 
accompariments many a widow and child would eat bet- 
ter dinners and wear better clothes 


A Matter of Manners. 


I don’t mean to be too finicky when traveling over 
the thorny road of life, but I am going to say that I do 
like to associate with gentlemen. I mean, of course, the 
genuine gentleman. It is all the same if he doesn’t 
know what Delsarte is, and is a stranger to all the arts 
of so-called polite society. A kindly respect for oth- 
ers—that is what makes a gentleman, and all that does 
make him. We sometimes hear of a polished gentleman, 
but as the phrase indicates the gentleman was there 
before the polish was applied. And I believe for a man 
to be a gentleman is one of the best paying investments 
he ever made—especially a business man. If we are rich 
and do not have to please people as an inducement for 
them to pay us enough money to buy our bread and but- 
ter, we can be hogs and dogs to our heart’s content, and 
finally go under cover with a few to mourn us. 

A couple of months ago I was in a lumber office, the 
proprietor being in a private room in the rear. He was 
talking with a man in a sort of general way, and in 
the front office, besides myself, there was a man who 
evidently wanted to see somebody about the place. He 
walked back and forth, frequently looking toward the 





room in which sat the yard man talking politics and 
horse. I think this man was there ten minutes, and 
becoming tired of waiting he went away. I had a daily 
paper, a comfortable chair and whether the retail man 
put in an appearance in twenty minutes or twenty hours 
I was anchored to sit it out. What the man wanted who 
did not wait I had no way of knowing. We talked a lit- 
tle weather, but of course I didn’t ask him what he was 
doing around there. The point was, he had come to 
that office on business of some kind, saw nobody, and 
went away. When the yard man came out he asked the 





“T have wanted to know.” 


kid who was doing chores around the place who the man 
was and what he wanted, but the kid didn’t know. 

In Rockford I went into the office of G. N. Safford & 
Co., and the circumstance in part was so similar to the 
one related above that I am going to put it on record. 
Mr. Safford was in a rear office talking with a gentle- 
man on lumber matters. I had no sooner entered the 
office than he came out to speak to me. Now, Mr. Saf- 
ford didn’t know me from any other descendent of cld 
man Adam whom he had never seen. There could have 
been nothing about me magnetic to draw him from his 
private office. I was not dressed resplendently. I had 
not, for the purpose of calling attention to my august 
self, sprinkled costly perfume over my wearing apparel, 
so that a knowledge of my presence would get there 
before I did. For aught Mr. Safford knew I was sell- 
ing life insurance, books, stove polish, gum. But for 
some reason I was in his business place, and he was 
going to treat me as a genuine business man should— 
that is, find out what I wanted. Could I not have 
interested him no doubt he would have told me so in 
a York second and gone back to his customer. 

As I look at it, any individual who comes to our 
business place should receive immediate attention. It 
costs no man a cent to pay such attention, and it may 
make him many cents. 


A Perfect Letter-Head. 


I am ashamed to say how provoked I have been over 
curtailed letter-heads. For journalistic purposes I have 
wanted to know the name of the president of a com- 
pany, the name of a secretary, manager, or the initials 
of the partners in a firm, and there was no way to find 
it out except by correspondence, which would consume 
time. Every letter-head should be as complete a record 
as possible, and it cannot be complete unless it gives in 
full the names of the officials of the company, or the 
partners of a firm. Not long ago the secretary of a 
large manufacturing establishment that is known to all 
of you, told me that as a matter of taste he had dropped 
the individual names from the letter-head. This man 
is a good business man, and a good all round man any- 
way, and I could not tally his taste with mine. When 
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we come to compare our tastes, however, we are strik- 
ing out into deep water. The chances are ten to one 
that if this man’s wife had seen me in due time she 
wouldn’t have taken me as a gift to have been around 
her all her years. 

We all know that connected with every concern of 
any importance there is some man who is highly con- 
sidered by customers. There is no use trying to do away 
with individual preferences, for it will never be dene. 
When you visit a wholesale market to buy lumber, and 
go inte an office, you are not half so intent on buying 
of that particular concern as you are of some partic- 
ular individual connected with the concern. A yard 


man iold me the other day that he ordered a car of lum- 
ber of a salesman because he had bought a good deal 
of stock of him, and liked him. He could have bought 
the lumber 75 cents cheaper of somebody else, he said, 
but his preference for this salesman gave the latter the 
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business. There is a certain house of which first and 
last [ buy several books. ‘It is an excellent house to 
buy books of,” I should say to anybody who asked me. 
So it is, yet no doubt I buy them there because I per- 
sonally know one of the men connected with the place. 
Should he go elsewhere he would still furnish my books. 

I don’t care how big a concern yours is, how much 
money it has. back of it, or how large a trade it is 
doing, by some of your customers you are considered 
greater and of more importance than the whole estab- 
lishment. It is naturally so. Any establishment of 
itself is cold and soulless; individuals only can impart 
to it life and magnetism. 

In my opinion this letter-head of the Rockford com- 
pany herewith reproduced is as nearly perfect as we may 
expect to see. It tells the whole story as well as it can 
be put into that space, giving the name of everybody 
connected, as well as the names and locations of all 
the yards owned by the company. I feel like submitting 
this letter-head as being in every particular as near the 
ideal as any I have ever seen. There are printers who 
aver that to be orthodox, typographically, the printing 
on a Jetter-head should be strung clear across the sheet, 
instead of extending only half way as does this one. I 
do not agree with this decision, and as there is no one 
to oppose me until it will be too late to do him any 
good I will promulgate my own taste in the matter. 
Moreover, if in a good many directions those things 
which are regarded as orthodox were knocked in the 
head the world would lose nothing/ 

This Rockford company is a prominent retail concern 
in this section of the country. Its president, Mr. Perry, 
started in here selling lumber forty-nine years ago. At 
that time he hauled his lumber, as there was no railroad 
running to the town. 


The Two Toms. 


You will notice they figure as vice-president and 
treasurer. They are a pair which should you attempt 
to draw to you would not be likely to match. They are 
both heavyweights, socially and physically. Mr. Reber, 
you will doubtless remember, is president of the north- 
ern Illinois retail association, and figured in the report 
of the meeting of that assogiation which was held in 
Freeport not many weeks ago. At that time I had him 
born in both Germany and Sweden, but it was afterward 
learned that he first saw the light in Pennsylvania. He 
has never, however, objected in the slightest to being 
born all over foreign Jands. A true gentleman never 
takes exception to such a little thing as that. It doesn’t 
matter where we were born, anyhow. The main matter 
is, how have we conducted ourselves, and what are we 
driving at? Mr. Reber will entertain the association at 
its midsummer meeting in Rockford, and then we all look 
for a jolly time. If we don’t fall into the river and 
get bitten by catfish we’ll do well. 

General Lawler is unquestionably the most popular 
man in Rockford. The first time I saw him he was 
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“The first time I saw him.” 


delivering flour from a feed wagon. He would throw 
the sacks onto his shoulder, and the flour would sift over 
him and make him look like a miller. At that time he 
was earning about $1.50 a day. He was sturdy and 
good-natured, and everybody liked him. He came out 
of the civil war with a splendid record. As a fighter he 
would dare the devil and his phalanx. So popular is he 
in military circles that he has served as commander-in- 
chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. At present 
he is postmaster at Rockford, his second term in that 
capacity. He has been talked of for governor. At the 
recent republican conventicn held in Peoria his name 
was proposed for state auditor. Another name was that 
of McCollough, a one-armed man. “I am a soldier with 
two arms, and I will not be a candidate against a cne- 
armed soldier,’ said Lawler. That one remark is a 
good photograph of the man. If you should meet this 
prominent retail man whose integrity of purpose and 
good nature have permitted him to forge ahead, and 
should fee] like putting on airs and calling him general, 
or even Mr. Lawler, it will be a mistake, though of 
course a pardonable one. There is no name he so 
delights in as plain Tom. He is one of the people, and 
was never known to get his nose an inch above the peo- 
ple. That is what has made him popular. 


Advance in Yard Sites. 


You know I have intimated in these articles that if I 
were going to launch out in the lumber business you 
couldn’t stick me off on one side of a town on railroad 
land if you would pension me. In the end it is a disap- 

intment. The town grows, your competitor gets a 
ocation up among folks, and you get left. Speaking of 
postoffice matters in Rockford suggests another ilius- 
tration of this question. The government building is on 
a piece of land formerly occupied as a yard by O. A. 
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Richardson, now dead. He bought the land for about 
$4,000, and sold it for about $16,000, making as much 
money on that one deal as many of us will ever be 
worth. ; 

I am more and more convinced that every yard man 
should go into the real estate business to the extent that 
if possible he should own the ground on which he 
locates his yard, and that he should select that ground 
with an eye to its future value. This is an age of get- 
ting right into town with lumber yards, rendered possi- 
ble by closed sheds of the modern type. Of course they 
didn’t want the old-style lumber yard, with its tup- 
penny, weather-beaten office, and scattering piles, on a 
principal street, but now all over the country there are 
shed fronts which present as good an appearance as do 
other fronts, and standing before them, were the signs 
torn down, it would be difficult for a stranger to say 
with any degree of certainty for what purpose the build- 
ings are used. All this has been brought about in a few 
years, and the condition will be emphasized as the old 
sheds go and the new ones come. 


A Sliver or Two. 


Come to find out, I knew Fred Smith, of Crumb & 
Smith, and the Smith-DuPlaine Lumber Company, 
twenty years ago. I thought all this time he was sell- 
ing dry goods in New York, but instead I was pleased 
to learn that he was going about the country preaching 
the good gospel of hemlock. The last named company is 
a commission concern, and places considerable lumber. 
How we do bob up after having been lost for a period. 
Mr. Smith has been a faithful reader of the Lumberman, 
and has often wondered, he says, if the fellow whose 
name he saw in its columns was the same knock-kneed 
individual he knew in the long ago. So it proved to be, 
and now Fred will read this department with a little 
more zeal, and I will write it with a little more zeal, 
perhaps. 

Rockford town is not going to tear its shirt this year 
building. It will not do that until it feels it is out of 
the woods and can whistle loud and strong. I have 
great faith in the tin pail brigade, and here they go 
to and from in swarms. If times keep on as they are 
now, these men will begin to think they can buy homes 
as they did back before the boomer cuffed them so 
soundly. Then on the heels of the boomer came the 
panic and hit them again. Maybe you remember how 
the furniture factories collapsed. They went down like 
cob houses. They were started on the co-operative plan, 
conducted by men who did not know the first true prin- 
ciple of business, and when there came a little pinch 
away they went. We can all get along in bright 
weather, but when it rains the thunder rolls and the 
lightning flashes, if we float we must be up in the art 
of building arks. But do you know I heard Rockford 
men talking about the present prosperous condition of 
the city, and with the next breath wondering if this 
condition would continue if the aspirations of certain 
politicians were realized. The politics of our country is 
as rotten as any egg, and we good, virtuous and indus- 
trious citizens are “worked” by politicians who would 
let the country be mortgaged to the president of hades 
if only they could suck the public teat. If I swore I 
would say blank a politician on general principles. It 
seems to me that our crop of statesmen is growing 
smaller and smaller, and I don’t know but it will 
dwindle until there will not be even seed left. 

Rockford is a good town, there is a large amount of 
lumber sold and consumed, the yard men are gentlemen 
and scholars, but I can’t swear with both hands and 
feet up that: the Rockford dealers are up to concert 
pitch when it comes to handling their stocks. The day 
I tramped around to the yards the sky was weeping 


copiously, the alleys were muddy, and the piles of lum- 


ber were taking a bath. There are millions of feet of 
lumber in Rockford uncovered. To some extent nearly 
every handler of lumber in the town is afflicted with the 
same disease. Furniture lumber lies out to the weather, 
not half piled, even. I saw lumber dripping wet being 
put through a planer. I felt like buying an oid second- 
hand circus tent and presenting it to the yard men so 
they could get in out of the weather. It will not always 
be thus. It cannot always be thus in a thriving city of 
40,000 souls. By and by some dealer will start the ball 
rolling in the right direction, and the others, wanting 
to knock down as many pins as he does, will follow 
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DETAIL OF FRAME AND FRONT ELEVATION. 





suit. 


That is the law governing the progress of the 
world. 
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Of Low Cost Buildings. 








Design No. 37. 


In design No. 37 will be found an artistically arranged 
exterior and an interior whose convenience will commend 
itself to every housekeeper. It is what may be called a 
five-room cottage. Its cost will not exceed, and indeed 
in many places will be much less, than the following 
figures: 





Cost. 

NINE as a we<c.as wctere wad ie | ee Cre 
Do RANT e rr rere 49.50 $121.80 
CN oc Sekcscccvdewunece 185.65 498.00 
RERUENONN Seok sce edciaceeuucer a eaead 48.90 
WAMMP Fai cess wndwaas Wee. | écwweus 

UME a Reva cpaennacad $307.65 $668.70 
CERNING ccavcceessadeceacaduetinaes 976.35 


The foundation is of stone, sunk’ eighteen inches in 
the ground. There is also a bearing wall through the 
center. The joist, studding and rafters are set on 
16-inch centers. The outer walls are covered with ship- 
lap, put on diagonally, papered and sided, primed and 
painted two coats. The interior walls are lathed, plas- 
tered two coats, and hard finished. The interior trim 
is of yellow pine, except the doors, all finished natural. 
The roof is sheathed solid, papered and covered with 
red cedar shingles, laid 44 inches to the weather. 

The arrangement is shown well by the accompanying 
floor plan. There is a front entrance to both the dining- 
room and parlor. Between the parlor and the dining- 
room a neat but plain china closet is estimated. The 
chimneys are so located that they each may be utilized 
in two or more rooms. No provision is made for reach- 
ing the attic, but it may be provided by means of a 
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FLOOR PLAN. 






DESIGN NO. 37. 






trapdoor or hatchway reached by movable or hinged 
stairs. 


Blue prints of this design comprising front elevation, two 
side elevations, with constructive details, foundation, roof 
and floor plans all drawn to a scale of one-quarter inch to 
one foot, will be furnished, at a nominal cost, upon applica- 
tion to this office. 


Approximate Bill of [Material for the Construction of 
Design No. 37. 


Excavating. 
Masonry. 

514 cords rock. 

27 barrels lime. 

20 yards sand. 
6500 lath. 

8 bushels hair. 
400 pounds plaster. 
1200 brick. 


Carpentry—Frame. 
300 feet lineal 2x8, box sills. 
44 pieces 2x8-12. 
22 pieces 2x8-14. 
22 pieces 2x4-14. 
44 pieces 2x4-12. 
140 pieces 2x2-16 inches’ bridging 
275 pieces 2x4-12, studs. 
500 feet lineal 2x4, double plates. 
38 pieces 2x4-18, rafters. 
12 pieces 2x4-12, rafters. 
Covering. 
1800 feet shiplap. 
3 rolls paper. 
28 pieces 114%4x4-10. 
40 feet No. 8051. 
143 feet base, made of 1x6 and 1x3. 
2300 feet siding, 4x6. 
3 gable ornaments. 


aw 


Roof. 
1700 feet roof sheathing. 
rolls paper. 
14000 shingles. 
100 feet 1x4 gutter strips. 
55 feet cresting. 
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Cornice. 
240 feet lineal cornice, made of 1x+4t, 
cornice blocks and shingles. 
4 brackets. 


1x6 and No. 8012, 


Porch. 
piece 6x6-2. 
pieces 2x6-7. 
turned column. 
13 feet linea) frieze rail and 7 feet hand and fvot rail. 
4 brackets. 
feet %x4 ceiling. 
feet 1x4 flooring. 
piece 2x12-16, step horses. 
pieces 1144x12-12, treads. 
pieces 1x8-12, risers. 
feet scotia. 
piece 1x12-16, s2s, facing to step ends. 
Openings. 
windows, 28x32, 2 lights D. S. 
windows, 48x46 top sash and 48x18 bottom sash. 
sash, 1 light, 2-6x16. 
gable sash. 
eye bow sash, 8 lights. 
round gable sash. 
Frames for above, stops included. 
outside doors, 2-8x6-8, 1%. 
doors, 2-8x6-8, 1%. 
Frames for doors. 
1 frame and grill. 
650 feet casing, No. 8346. 
50 feet window stool. 
34 plinth blocks. 
3 outside thresholds. 


Floor and Side Wall Trim. 


1200 feet flooring, 1x4 flat A. 
300 feet base, No. 8428. 
400 feet carpet strip. 
300 feet picture mold, No. 8263. 
30 base angle blocks. 
300 feet 5¢x6 ceiling, wainscoting kitchen and pantry. 
80 feet cap, No. 8225. 
150 feet shelving. 
1 china closet between pantry and dining room. 
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Hardware. 
50 pounds 20d nails. 
100 pounds 10d nails. 
40 pounds 6d nails. 
50 pounds 4d nails. 
30 pounds 8d nails. 
30 pounds 10d nails. 
40 pounds 3d nails. 
125 feet guttering and flashing. 
400 pounds sash weights. 
300 feet sash cord. 
5 sash locks. 
4 pairs sash bolts. 
22 hinges. 
10 mortise locks. 
4 chimney thimbles. 
2 dozen wardrobe hooks. 
Painting, material and labor. 





SIDE ELEVATION. 








Reported by Retailers. 
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Farmers Busy and No City Buildings. 
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, Minn., May 19.—We are selling at 
lumber, as the farmers are 
building this year. 
average in this vicinity. 
a little, but mostly on dimension, 
lath and long stuff. We expect this point will sell more 
lumber this than usual, as we have a fight on. 
Chere are four yards here in a village of 1,000 people. 
\t our other yards we are doing less business than in 
1899. We have recently purchased the vard of G. W. 
Eastman, on the Chicago & Great Western railway at 
Elkton, Minn. Mr. Eastman will remain there as man- 
ager, 

We have been in the lumber business at this point for 
thirty years, and expect to take the bitter with the 
sweet, but we do not expect to see the silver lining 
through the cloud over the lumber business at this point 
for several years. J. C. Brarnerp & Co, 
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the present time very little 
busy hive no city 


Retail stocks are above the 


seedine and 





Prices are weakening 
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Good Trade for Two Months. 


LA SALLE, Int., May 22.—Trade in this city, Peru 
and vicinity, has been excellent during April and May, 
but the discouragement coming from the labor troubles 
is having a deadly effect upon the building prospects. 
Throughout our territory uncertainty as to the future 
many from erecting contemplated — buildings. 
Estimating for future work has practically ceased, and 
under these conditions it will require a very optimistic 
retail dealer to buy lumber beyond his immediate neces- 
sity. The price of material has cut but little figure in 
bringing about this condition; the labor union has fixed 
the road for us all. W. H. Hunter. 
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Spring Business Opened Late. 


GREENFIELD, MAss., May 21.—Spring business in this 
locality opened very late, the weather conditions hav- 
ing been against early spring business, and various othe1 
local matters have entered into it also. The high prices 
of building material have had a tendency to stop much 
building. There is considerable repairing, ete., and 
some mill building, but no speculative or tenement 
building. Retail stocks, with the exception of spruce 
and hemlock, are in good condition, nearly all the retail- 
ers having a good supply on hand, Spruce and hemlock 
stocks are practically exhausted and will be until the 
past winter’s cut is in shipping condition. The tendency 
to maintain prices seems to be well kept up all along the 
line. The only weakness seems to be in long leaf yellow 
pine, which is considerably lower than it has been. 

FRANKLIN County LUMBER COMPANY. 


A Good Spring Trade. 


ASHLAND, Pa., May 21.—We are having a very nice 
spring trade, but we know that it would have been much 
better had it not been for the high prices of building 
material. We find that prices of hemlock are now 
getting lower and we think this will have a good 
effect on business. There would be a great deal more 
building done in this locality if prices were lower. 

ApAM WALDNER. 





Holding Up To Last Year. 

Hastincs, NEB., May 21.—So far this year our trade 
has been about the same as for the corresponding period 
last season, but if we can believe what the people say 
trade would have been at least 25 percent better if 
prices had remained firm. We find much weakness in 
yellow pine at present; also some concessions from the 
white pine list. However, this is the dull season and it 





is so uncertain what prices will be in the near future 
we do not feel justified in making changes in our selling 
prices. We should like very much to see greater uni- 
tormity and stability in prices from one end of the sea- 
son to the other. We have fine prospects for a crop 
and hope to see some activity after harvest. 

Howarpd LUMBER COMPANY. 





Stocks Heavier Than Usual. 


ELLSwortH, MINN., May 20.—Spring trade at this 
point, and we may say throughout this part of the 
country, has been light compared to that of last year, 
and we think it will be so at least until after the 
farmer knows what his crop will bring forth. From 
what we have seen should say the stocks carried by 
retailers are heavier this year than usual, as the dealers 
anticipated a large trade this spring which has not come. 
Prices have gone off some, but not enough to affect 
building, and we do not think a drop in prices would cut 
any figure in building. Collections are slow. 

Stone & Murpuy. 
PPB PPP PPP PPP PPP 

The National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
has issued its official report of the annual meeting held 
at Baltimore, Md., March 7 and 8. It is a book of about 
seventy-five large pages, beautifully printed on heavy 
paper and handsomely bound. It contains some exceed- 
ingly fine half-tone portraits of President R. G. 
Lippincott; First Vice-President Pendennis White; of 
Charles H, Bond, second vice-president; of Frederick W. 
Cole, treasurer; E. F. Perry, secretary, and John J. 
McKelvey, general counsel. It also has views of the 
ilices of the association in New York city. It concludes 
with a list of committees and members of the associa- 
tion. It is presumed that copies of this report may be 
obtained by addressing the secretary of the association, 
No. 66 Broadway, New York. The report, by the way, 
is that secured by the American Lumberman and which, 
slightly abridged in some respects and amplified in oth- 
ers, appeared in the columns of this paper. 





A FINE BOSTON LUMBER PLANT. 


A monument to well directed energy, courage and fair 
dealing is the big wharf and lumber storage plant of the 
State Wharf & Storage Company, 336 Border street, 
East Boston, Mass. This busy place will be more 
quickly recognized by the lumbermen of New England 
when it is stated that Wendell F. Brown, of the firm of 
Wendell F. Brown & Co., is the possessor of the motive 
power of brain and push which has called the business 
which demands this wharf property into existence. It 
is a big property and no corner of it is allowed to lie 
idle in the accommodation of cypress, North Carolina 
pine and southern pine owned by this firm, and in the 
facilities offered to the Clyde Line Steamship Company, 
which makes this wharf a permanent berth for discharg- 
ing all of the cargoes of lumber and other merchandise 
carried by its steamers. The property is 450x300 feet, 
with two piers extending 425 feet out into deep water, 
where there is 23 feet of water at low tide, and afford- 
ing room for a half dozen vessels to discharge at once. 
One pier is covered by a large warehouse shed, while 
the main body of the wharf is covered by various saeds 
and storage facilities, and a large and commodious office 
has been built on the street end. 

In the accompanying picture may be seen one of the 
Clyde line steamers discharging at high tide, while 
beyond, across the water, Charlestown may be seen, with 
the Charlestown navy yard at its feet and Bunker Hill 
monument appearing on the left. 

The whole wharf presents a scene of bustling activity. 
which finds no time for scattering reports of poor busi- 
ness and lower prices. “Tending to his knittin’’’ has 
built up this business for Mr. Brown and his firm, 


DOCK OF THE STATE WHARF & STORAGE COMPANY, BOSTON, MASS. 
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REVIEW OF THE TRADE. 


Buying of anthracite coal during May will not attain 


notable proportions. There is a fair amount of business 
going, but the lots are usually small, activity is more 
pronounced in the east than in the west, though scat- 
tering orders appear from territory west of Chicago. 
Perhaps the chief reason for the modest trade is that 
in some of the circulars issued the announcement is 
made that prices quoted will be good during May and 
June, a statement which naturally puts off much of the 
actual buying until next month. But that business will 
show improvement in June is the conclusion reached by 
many factors in the trade. 

As nearly as can be learned, there is a present inten- 
tion of the producing companies to mark up prices at 
least 25 cents July 1. The indications are therefore 
that a saving of that amount can be effected by the 
earlier buying. Moreover, there is the further possi- 
bility that when the coal is wanted, it will be_ difficult 
to procure. An element entering into the doubt is that 
later in the season the roads may be more pressed for 
cars than now and that they will probably not change 
their old policy of taking other and higher class freight 
when offered in lieu of coal. Strikes have been so com- 
mon this year that the possibility exists, also, that the 
anthracite regions may be more or less affected; in fact, 
some trouble of that character has already occurred. 
The producing companies are proceeding with this 
season’s cutput in a very conservative manner, limit 
ing production to actual demands and accumulating 
nothing. This in itself speaks of possible shortage. if 
inquiries are bunched a little later. Anthracite is going 
up the lakes in goodly volume, but the general trade. 
on the whole, partakes of the usual quiet and uneventful 
characteristics of this season. 

Just where the values of bituminous coal will land 
this season seems to be as much a matter of doubt now 
as it was a month or two ago. The situation is not by 
any means settled. Conflicting forces are at work. 
Perhaps the product is not quite so strong as a week 
ago, but corrective measures are at least possible. The 
new element of perhaps the greatest importance is that 
one of the eastern lines is accused of having made con- 
cessions on coal from West Virginia. Some low prices 
have been quoted at Chicago within the past few days, 
not on coal that has been lying here for many weeks 
awaiting the dilatory buyer, but, it is said, on some 
newly-shipped product at which the finger of suspicion 
points quite directly on account of the low prices at 
which it has been offered. Other lines have become 
interested in the matter and are investigating. This in 
itself denotes that the carriers, as a rule, are in favor 
of a maintenance of existing tariffs and that the per- 
suasion will be directed toward the suspected road, if 
on investigation the reduction in rates is found to be 
correct. It is foreseen that the stress upon the carriers 
to seek business by the old methods of making con- 
cessions will be greater than for some time past, for 
traffic is slowly decreasing, and there is an increase in 
hauling capacity that is not employed. The north and 
south lines also are less exacting in the stipulations 
they have been making for the government of the coal 
traffic. 

In one direction the railroads want cars and want 
them quite badly, and that is in the lake traffic. Boats 
are more numerous than loads, and the equipment of 
eastern lines, in which coal has been stored for some 
two months past in the west waiting for the buyer, has 
been needed in the east to help get the necessary coal 
from mines to lake shipping ports. But for this stored 
coal in the west there has been no demand. Demurrage 
charges hegan to accumulate and grew heavier cach 
day, until finally they grew so alarmingly that holders 
dumped the fuel upon the market to the highest bidder. 
Some of it has been taken by strong parties and stored 
in yards for the early fall trade. Comparatively little 
was taken for early resale, for the reason that there is 
now no market for the coal. Consequently the demoral- 
ization which ensued was confined quite largely to the 
city trade. 

The business in bituminous coal- during the past 
week has been of moderate proportions. A little more 
contract coal has been placed, but more work is neces- 
sary to effect a sale than was the rule two months ago. 
The buyer and seller are getting cioser together, and 
this condition is arrived at by mutual concessions. The 
general business conditions, as reported in the daily 
press, showing a slight decline in values and a checking 
of trade, is sympathetically affecting the desire of coal 
buyers to close, and at the same time is giving to oper- 
ators a greater inclination to market their product. The 
railways are beginning to make inquiries for their 
requirements during the coming year, and within the 
next six weeks there will be a large business in big 
contracts, from present indications. 

Coke presents no striking departures from late con- 
ditions. The suspension of activities at many of the 
local foundries on account of the differences with core- 
makers respecting wages is naturally contracting the 
current demand and the policy of consumers is to use 
stocks on hand rather than to accumulate. It is not 
easy to market a good round lot of coke and makers are 
more cautious in filling up distributing centers with 
product that has not been sold. Prices are. fairly well 
maintained. 
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THE SITUATION AT LONDON. 


LoNvbON, ENGLAND, May 11.—The import of wood goods 
into the United Kingdom has been on a much larger 
scale than was the case during April, but this of course 
was in the natural order of things. As compared with 
the arrivals during the same month of last year, how- 
ever, there is a shortage of about 26,000 loads, which is 
equally divided between sawn and hewn timber. The 
chief feature of the import of manufactured timber is 
the largely increased arrivals from the United States, 
which are more than double those of two years ago. 
There is also an increase in the Canadian arrivals of 
sawn goods as compared with the two previous years. 
As regards log timber the chief feature is the” large 
falling off in the German import. I append details of the 
April, 1900, import with value: 













HEWN. 

Lds. Value. 
WOR ee aches excuse adues 7,255 $ 80,325 
a ee 29,837 222,510 
PUOER THORWED. «oc wv ecdteccicns 26,068 204,390 
From Germany .........+++. 19,011 225,970 
From U. S. of America ...... 15,721 320,885 
From Br. East Indies ....... 8,158 505,420 
Pree COMGGE.. 60st rccccccus 513 § 5 

From other countries ....... 79,071 3¢ 
a eee ee 185,634 $1,959,880 

SAWN. 

Brome OMG. 6 6c cceccciccccce 623 $ 42,390 
From Sweden 321,985 
Irom Norway 932,760 
From U. S. of America ...... B 920,235 
WrOns COMGGR 6 6%.66s:0ws.0s ods 357,705 


From other countries 








I xxe: claccak © siedlegee ons 192,046 
Staves of all kinds, loads..... 10,104 
i eC Se See 6,757 
Other hardwoods, tons....... 23,514 585,440 


At the time of writing interest chiefly centers in the 
opening of the wood shipping ports in the north of 
Europe and Canada and the consequent prospective 
arrival of the new season’s goods. The high prices rul- 
ing for landed stock, which has been the chief feature 
of the market for several months past, are well main- 
tained in spite of the continued decrease in the consump- 
tion. For April there is a shortage as compared with 
last year of no less than 7,500 standards, while for the 
four months ending with April there is a falling off 
of no less than 18,000 standards—a fact the seriousness 
of which it is impossible to get away from. As a con- 
sequence of the high prices ruling, purchasers of wood 
goods are only buying from hand to mouth, confident 
that when the new season’s goods come to hand there 
will be a drop in values, and appearances at present 
certainly point to this being the case. As to the effect 
this will have upon those importers who bought f.o.b. 
at high prices, time alone can show, but the prospect 
is certainly none too rosy. 

There is one branch of the wood trade, however, in 
regard to which importers need have no fear, viz., the 
Canadian pine deal market. The fire at Ottawa destroyed 
some 20,000 standards of wintered stock intended for 
the United Kingdom market, which cannot be replaced, 
and prices for these goods will doubtless be very firm 
throughout the year. In many instances where pine 
would otherwise have been used, substitutes will have 
to be found, which should help to keep up the prices 
of Swedish goods, 


The London Dock Stocks. 


The stock of wood goods in the London docks on 
May 1, with those at the corresponding date of last 
year, were as follows: 

Pes. 1899. 





ey en eee 653,782 814,301 
SE UROUR oo dc cos vies ce cess 1,692,961 2,589,008 
ee ieee areas 2,148,725 2,585,302 
Peopered boards ............0. 6,318,414 5,957,296 
Pine deals and battens......... 741,442 1,049,376 
Spruce deals and battens...... 417,376 726,645 
MEME DING GOGIS, .. occ eee 82,293 57,306 

ae . ++. -12,054,993 13,779,234 


In spite of the decreased consumption the dock stock 
continues to show a decrease, owing to the meager 
arrivals, but very shortly this state of things will be 
altered. The stock of floorings is still in excess of that 
at the same date last year, although the import has 
been a third less than in April, 1899, and at the pres- 
ent rate of consumption it is sufficient to last for 3.2 
months. Pine and spruce are very moderately stocked 
and holders of these goods may be said to be in a for- 
tunate position, as the import—more particularly of 
pine—must be a small one for some time to come. 
The import of pitch pine deals during the month has 

n rather a large one'and although the stock is only 
& moderate one it is quite adequate for the needs of 
the market, which are moderate at the moment. 


The Pitch Pine Market. 


For cargoes of 35 foot average cube sawn timber 
65 cif. is asked by shippers and their agents but busi- 
ness would probably result at slightly under that figure. 
Hewn is. ranging from 72s. to 74s. for 100 foot aver- 
age cube. No prices can be quoted for lumber, as 


there is practically no business doing. Contrary to 
general expectation freights continue to maintain their 
high level. Usually at this period of the year rates 
wre slightly easier, but this is not the case this year 
and steamers are still getting from 112s. 6d. to 115s. 
from gulf ports to the United Kingdom and there is 
uc indication of any fall at the present time. 

The import of sawn timber into London during April 
has been a moderate one. It would have been larger 
had not several cargoes had to be abandoned in the 
Atlantic ocean. I know of four sailers and one large 
steamer which have foundered recently, all of which 
with one exception, have become total losses. The import 
ot pitch pine deals during April was rather large. 
Prices have considerably receded and the market value 
at the moment is considerably under what the goods 
can be imporied at. The present stock of 82,000 pieces 
is sufficient at the rate of consumption now going on 
to last for over 84 months and is nearly 50 percent 
in excess of the corresponding date of last year. 


The Ottawa Fire. 


The chicf event of the past month has of course been 
the fire at Ottawa at which it is estimated some 60,000 
standards of wintered first, second, third and fourth 
quality white and unsorted red pine deals and boards 
were destioyed, together with several of the largest saw 
mills in Hull and Ottawa. About two-thirds of the 
stucks of wintered goods destroyed were intended for 
the United States and other markets, but not less than 
20,000 standards would have been shipped to the United 
Kingdom, chiefly to Liverpool, Glasgow, Bristol channel 
ports and London. No loss, as far as the actual stocks 
were concerned, will accrue to Canadian lumber firms, 
as the whole cf the wintered stock had been sold sev- 
eral months ago. Practieally the whole of the 20,000 
standards of pine Geals and boards intended for this 
niurket were in the bands of Robert Cox & Co., Watson 
& Todd and J. Burstatl & Co., and the greatest sym- 
pathy is expressed here for these three firms in the 
unfertunate position in which they now find them- 
selves. I wnderstand that the goods themselves were 
well insured and that the owners will get the full 
invoice value of same as they lay in the yards at 
Ottawa. Unfortunately, it has not been the general 
custom to insure against loss of profit on-re-sales and 
the firms above mentioned will, I am afraid, be hit 
rather heavily in this market. Of course the contracts 
the importers have made with their buyers on this side 
are rendered null and void by the fire and customers 
are, I understand, being offered goods from the new 
seasen’s cut when saine arrives. It is evident, however, 
that this will be considerably curtailed. The figures 
published in a recent issue of the Lumberman showed 
that the principal mill owners would do less than usual 
this year and now that the mills of the Hull Lumber 
Company and Bronson & Weston have been destroyed 
the output must be further reduced. Mr. Booth’s 
mill appears to be almost the only one available for 
cutting for this market, as the other large mills which 
remain intact will be busy with orders from the United 
States and South Ameiica. As to the wintered stock 
to be carried over at the end of the present season it 
would appear that this will be practically nil. Prices 
which have been firm for several months have advanced 
considerably and there can be no doubt that the values 
of pine will remain high throughout the year. 


The Failure of Edwin Athya. 


Considerable sympathy is felt with Edwin Athya, late 
managing director of the firm of Athya, Thompson & 
Co. (Ltd.), of Gracechureh, London, E. C., whose affairs 
are now being investigated at the London bankruptcy 
court. Mr. Athya started in business in 1896, in part- 
nership with J. Cohen, the firm trading as Cohen, 
Athya & Co. They acted as timber brokers and also 
as agents for several wood shippers in Canada and the 
United Scates In March, 1899, Mr. Cohen retired and 
Mr. Athya purchased the business from him. The agreed 
sum was to be paid in installments and the bulk of 
the purchase price was siill owing. Shortly afterwards 
Mr. Athya took Philip Thompson into partnership and 
the two carried on the business till April last as 
Athya, Thompson & Co. (Ltd.) The cause of Mr. 
Athya’s failure is stated to be on account of the lia- 
bilities taken over under the old partnership and bad 
debts incurred in North America and Canada. Mr. 
Athya has recently been sued in the law courts in 
connection with contracts made with shippers as far 
back as 1897, and not being a man of means the strain 
was too much for his resources. I understand that 
the firm of Athya, Thompson & Co. (Ltd.) will go 
on as before but that Mr. Athya has resigned his 
directorship and will henceforth be a paid servant only. 
I hope, however, to see him on his feet again before 
long. 


Exporters and the Timber Trades Benevolent Society 


I am specially requested by a well known London 
importer to do what I can to elicit the sympathies of 
those firms in the United States and Canada who are 
engaged in the export trade, in favor of the Timber 
Trades Benevolent Society, an institution which, as its 
name implies, exists for the purpose of helping mem- 
bers of the trade who have fallen upon evil days. The 
society was established three years ago as a memento 
of the Queen’s Jubilee, but it has never been placed on 
a satisfactory financial footing; hence the present appeal 
to foreign shippers, to whom a circular appealing for 
support has already been sent. The society has a 
certain claim upon these gentlemen, inasmuch as the 









help, when necessary, is accorded to members of the 
trade of whatever nationality they may be, and at the 
last election of pensioners a Swede came out at the top 
of the poll. Representatives of English firms living 
abroad are also eligible for the benefits of the society. 
I am asked therefore to request those gentlemen who do 
business with this country to give the appeal now being 
made their earnest consideration. The offices of the 
society are at 16 Bishopsgate street, within, London, E.C., 
where subscriptions will be gladly received. 
Miscellaneous. 

Several woodworking machine firms are exhibiting at 
the Paris exhibition, including Thomas Robinson & Son 
(Ltd.), of Rochdale; A. Ransome & Co. (Ltd.), of Lon- 
don, and J. & C. G. Bolinder & Co. (Ltd.), of Stock- 
holm. At present, however, the exhibition is nothing 
like complete and intending visitors should postpone 
going to Paris for another month or six weeks, at least. 

I have just seen the draft prospective of the Tas- 
manian Timber Corporation (Ltd.) which is shortly to 
be floated in London with a capital of £120,000 to 
exploit the timber industry of Tasmania, which, it is 
stated, has a great future before it. This issue is 
being held back for the moment, owing to the war. 
When it comes out it should attract some interest from 
the public unless the unfortunate experience of the 
shareholders in so many of the Westralian timber com- 
panies stands in the way. I notice the name of John 
Burstall, of Quebec, Montreal and London, on the board 
of directors. 





NEWS FROM THE DOMINION. 


Orrawa, Ont., May 21—Mr. Duff, of the School of 
Practical Science, has been commissioned to proceed to 
Algonquin Park to study the location of the timber there, 
and particularly the pine. This will be followed up by 
scientific tests as to the strength and durability of pine 
and other Canadian woods for building purposes, 

A scheme is on foot to have several of the big mills in 
Eeorse and Wyandotte, Mich., moved across the river to 
Sandwich, Ont., on account of the Ontario government’s 
action in shutting out the source of Canadian supply of 
saw logs. The bay at Sandwich provides excellent facili- 
ties for storing millions of feet of logs and good sites 
ean be obtained for a song. 

T. Stewart, chief inspector of timber and forestry for 
Canada, recommends that in order to protect the forest 
areas against fire a number of fire rangers should be 
appointed to watch the districts where there is likely to 
be danger. He estimates there would be needed seven 
men in the British Columbia railway hills, twelve for 
the foothills and Edmonton district and eight or ten for 
the other districts of Manitoba and the northwest terri- 
tories. 

The Ontario government has passed an order in council 
requiring tanbark, cut on crown lands in Ontario, to be 
consumed in the country. In other words, the exporta- 
tion of tanbark is prohibited. In taking this step the 
government has adopted the policy urged upon them by 
tne tanners of Ontario. These gentlemen waited upon 
the provincial cabinet some time ago and pressed for 
some measure that would restrict the shipment of tan- 
bark from Ontario. They stated that the supply in the 
United States was limited, compared with that in Onta- 
rio, and American tanners were supplying themselves 
from this province and conserving their own resources. 
The run upon Ontario bark was therefore so great that 
it would exhaust the material in a short space of time 
unless a stop were put to the drain. 

Arthur White, district agent of the Grand Trunk rail- 
way, who has recently returned from a business trip 
through northern Ontario, says that there have been 
marvelous improvements throughout the Georgian bay 


_district since the spring of 1898. Every lumber mill 


along the route has been equipped with the latest 
improvements. Several new mills have been erected, 
and both old and new mills are nearly all running night 
and day and are supplying their own electric lighting. 
The total quantity of lumber expected to be cut this 
year by mills south of the Sault Ste. Marie alone is 
about 235,000,000 feet. The logs for this cut were all 
safely secured and drawn to the streams tributary to the 
bay. The unusually rapid shrinkage of the creeks and 
streams, however, has caused many logs to be hung up 
in the woods, and unless the July rains are exceptionally 
heavy they will be unable to bring the most of these to 
the mills, 

A distinguished visitor in Ottawa just now is. Sir 
Thomas Hughes, head of the firm of Thomas Hughes & 
Son, of Liverpool, Eng., extensive lumber merchants and 
manufacturers. Sir Thomas, who has for many years 
been a large importer of Canadian timber, is making a 
tour of the dominion, inspecting the leading saw mills. 
from which he secures his supply for the English and 
foreign trade. In the course of an interview Sir Thomas 
stated that he greatly deplored the vast destruction of 
lumber caused by the recent fire in Ottawa and Hull. 
This would naturally, he said, have the effect of creating 
a shortage.on the English market, and prices would 
accordingly suffer a sharp advance. He believed, how- 
ever, that the mills, by more extensive cutting operations, 
would supply the deficiency sooner than was expected. 
Referring to the present agitation in Ottawa to have the 
lumber piles removed from the city limits, Sir Thomas 
stated that it was an unwise proposition. It would 
undoubtedly be regretted if the lumber industry were 
forced to leave Ottawa, as he had personal knowledge 
that it was one of the chief supports of the cities of 
Ottawa and Hull, and was so considered in England. In 
Liverpool the lumber was all stacked in the one end of 
that city, whither it had been virtually driven by the 
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city’s growth. The lumber was piled for seasoning and 
preservative purposes exactly as it was in Ottawa, yet 
it was not considered a great source of danger. In Liv- 
erpool, which has a population of 700,000 and covers an 
area of 15,000 acres, there are twelve fire stations. In 
no single instance has a costly conflagration been attrib- 
uted to the lumber piles in the outskirts. 

The question as to whether the piling of lumber shall 
be permitted within the city limits of Ottawa has not yet 
been definitely settled by the city council. The proposal 
is now to restrict piling to a certain limited amount in 
each lumber yard, and the piles not to be placed within 
a less distance than sixty feet from any building not 
belonging to a lumberman or other person owning such 
piles. Gilmour & Hughson’s mill, which escaped the fire 
owing to its isolated situation, is running full time, and 
the W. C. Edwards mill is being operated night and day 
to satisfy the increased demand resulting from the fire 
and loss of lumber. The Hull Lumber Company, whose 
mill and yards were entirely consumed, is operating 
Mason’s mill at Hintonburg, a suburb of Ottawa, and is 
also making preparations to operate the Ritchie mill at 
Aylmer, a town on the Quebec side of the Ottawa river 
eight miles from this city. The company will also oper- 
ate the Bronson & Weston mills. The combined cut of 
these three mills will satisfy the shortage occasioned by 
the destruction of the company’s big mill at the Chau- 
diere Falls, and the mills will be run day and night. 
It is not probable that the Hull Lumber Company will 
rebuild this year. 

The present outlook is that the shipment of lumber 
from the St. Lawrence this season will be lighter than 
usual, owing to the destruction of so large a quantity of 
export lumber by the fire. The tendency of the export 
trade is toward higher prices, as the owners of the 
burned stock will no doubt seek to replace it by pur- 
chases from other sources. It is reported that holders 
of certain stocks at once marked up their prices as the 
result of the fire. 





QUEBEC LUMBER NEWS. 


QuEBEC, May 19.—The sale of timber limits announced 
by the dominion government to take place on May 30, 
is the cause of American lumbermen having their cruis- 
ers all through the district offered for sale. The writer 
a few evenings ago met at Riviere-a-Priere woodsmen 
from Duluth, Saginaw, Manistee, Marquette and other 
points in the United States among a small group that 
stayed over at the hotel there for the night. The peo- 
ple of the International Paper Company are also very 
active in the quest of timber lands. 

There are more saw mills now manufacturing along 
the line of the Quebec & Lake St. John railroad than 
last year, the additions being the new mill of the Lauren- 
tide Pulp Company of Grand Mere and McIntyre’s large 
mill at Riviere aux-Sable, besides a number of small 
ones. Two-thirds of the lumber shipped from Quelhec 
last year came over this road, and it is estimated that 
at least three-quarters of this year’s shipments will be 
from the same section. 

Price Bros. & Co.’s new mill at Rimouski is expected 
to be ready for sawing about July 1. It will be equipped 
with two band saws, a gang, circular and resaw, with 
all other modern improvements, giving it a sawing capac- 
ity of about 75.000.000 feet a year. 

In the different parts of the province the drives are 
progressing well, the rains of last Monday giving them 
a new impetus. 

The Laurentide Pulp Company’s crop this year is 
901.000 logs, or about 60,000.000 feet. while the St. 
Maurice Lumber Company. which also drives on the St. 
Maurice river, will have about 20.000,000 feet. The lat- 
ter goes to the International Paper Company. John 
Breakey’s cut will be about equal to that of last year on 
the Chaudiere and River-du-Loup. H. Atkinson’s drive 
on the same waters will be about 6.000.000 feet. 

There never was a time in the history of Quebec when 
lumber sold so high as at present. Beside the ship- 
ments abroad an unusually large quantity is required 
this season for home consumption and contractors are 
now paying about $5 a thousand feet more than they did 
this time last year. The scarcitv of dry lumber required 
for building purposes is especially pronounced and con- 
tractors are seeking the west in search of at least 
enough for finishing purposes. 

Should the present high prices in the spruce market 
continue—and it seems evident that such will be the 
case—the next twelve months will see more development 
of the lumber industry in the Province of Quebee than 
ever before. and the hundreds of millions of acres of tim- 
ber lands that the government still possesses will mostly 
be conveyed to the lumbermen of the American republic, 
who have already a big foothold in the province, 





FOREIGN NEWS NOTES, 


United States Consul Benjamin Johnson, located at 
Utilla, Honduras, Central America, reports a plan to 
build a new railroad opening up extensive mahogany 
forests. Honduran trade is recuperating from the effects 
of the great storm of 1898, and exports, especially of 
fruit, are increasing. Of the imports 90 percent come 
from the United States. 

A Minnesota syndicate is reported to have recently 
closed a deal for 500.000 acres of timber land in the 
state of Chihuahua, Mexico, for a reported consideration 
of $200.000 in gold. The company will erect saw mills 
and will subsidize the Rio Grande, Sierra Madre & 
Pacific railroad to build an extension which will tap 
the timber. The purchase was made from Telesfero 
Garcia, who secured the land as compensation for sur- 
veying all the public lands of the state. 


Cedarmen Meet. 


[embers of Northwestern Cedarmen’s Association 
Confer on Stocks, Prices, etc.—Prices 
are Re-affirmed. 


EsvaNABA, Micu., May 22.—A well-attended meeting 
of the Northwestern Cedarmen’s Association was held 
in this city today, in accordance with a call issued by 
President H. 8. Gilkey, of Janesville. Owing to the 
meeting being held at this point, the cedar producing 
district along the Soo line was very well represented 
with a fair attendance from other parts of the cedar 
country. y 

While it was developed at the meeting that posts and 
shingles have been moving a little slowly this spring so 
far, it was also demonstrated that stocks of posts on 
hand are light; that less shingles will be made this year 
and that poles have sold readily. The meeting will no 
doubt do much to make the market for all kinds of white 
cedar products more firm. 

While no advance was made in prices, it was the sense 
of the meeting that present prices could and should be 
maintained, and action to this end was taken. The 
present lists on posts, shingles and poles were reaffirmed 
without opposition by the thirty cedarmen present. 

Those present: 

H. 8S. Gilkey, Pendleton & Gilkey, Janesville, Wis. : 

F. J. Lang, Wis. Land & Lumber Co., Hermansville, Mich. 

=. P. Radford, Wis. L. & Lum. Co., Hermansville, Mich. 

D. M. Fullmer, D. M. Fullmer Lumber Co., Florence, Wis. 

F. H. Freeman, Bovee, Robinson & Co., Bovee, Mich. 

F. W. Robinson, Bovee, Robinson & Co., Bovee, Mich. 

A. B. McArthur, A. B. McArthur & Co., Corrinne, Mich. 

George Nicholson. Jr., White Marble Lime Co., Manistique. 

W. B. Thomas, White Marble Lime Co., Manistique, Mich. 

A. D. Day, A. D. Day & Co., Engadine, Mich. 

A. V. Freeman, Raber & Watson, Menominee, Mich. 

J. C. Kirkpatrick, Pittsburg & Lake Superior Iron Co., 
Escanaba, Mich. 

H. W. Reade, Pitts. & L. S. Iron Co., Escanaba, Mich. 

H. E. Leper, Hermansville, Mich. 

O. Erickson, Erickson & Bissell, Escanaba, Mich. 

Marshall Parkinson, Parkinson Cedar Co., Madison, Wis. 

J. K. Wright, Wright Bros., Marinette, Wis. 

M. K. Bissell, Erickson & Bissell, Escanaba, Mich. 

Ira Carley, Ingalls, Mich. 

George Harter, George Harter & Son, Faithorn Jct., Mich. 

J. H. Reinger, Reinger & Linden, Escanaba, Mich. 

A. H. Butts, Lillie Lumber Co., Talbot, Mich. 

Millard Hopkins, Naugle, Holcomb & Co., Escanaba, Mich. 

Edward Arnold, Mashek & Arnold, Escanaba, Mich. 

George M. Mashek, Mashek & Arnold, Escanaba, Mich. 

Albert Brant, Faithorn Junction, Mich. 

F. R. Barkhurst, William Mueller & Co., Chicago. 

Thomas Rowlands. Morgan Company, Oshkosh, Wis. 

Joseph Naugle, Naugle, Holcomb & Co., Escanaba, Mich. 

The meeting was called to order soon after lunch by 
President H. 8. Gilkey, who explained that the meet- 
ing was called on rather short notice, at the suggestion 
of several members, who thought it advisable for the 
members to get together and talk ever stocks and prices 
and other matters pertaining to the trade. He sug- 
gested that committees be appointed for considering 
posts, poles and shingles. : 

Secretary F. J. Lang read the minutes of the last 
meeting, which was the annual meeting, and was held in 
Marinette early in January of this year. The secretary 
also read several letters from members who were unable 
to be present, but who urged that prices be maintained, 
promising their support in such an effort. 





New Members. 


The following new members were elected: 

Wilbur Lumber Company. Milwaukee, Wis. 

M. O. Hallock, Sanborn, Wis. 

McGoldrick Lumber Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 

J. K. Wright suggested that a committee to consider 
prices be appointed. He believed the post market to be 
very firm with the exception of one or two items. Regard- 
ing shingles, he thought that the present weak condi- 
tion of the red cedar shingle market might have some 
effect on white cedar shingles. 

Committees. 

The chair appointed the following the price list com- 
mittees: 

Poles—H. W. Reade, Ira Carley, A. V. Freeman, A. B. 
McArthur. 

Posts—Ira Carley, F. W. Robinson, J. K. Wright, Marshall 
Parkinson, W. B. Thomas. 

Shingles—A. D. Day. J. H. Reinger, Marshall Parkinson, 
D. M. Fullmer, W. B. Thomas. 

President Gilkey explained regarding the’ west coast 
shingle situation, that the shingle mills on the coast 
had shut down for three weeks and that the loggers there 
who also have an association were going to cease log- 
ging after June 1, for six weeks, to brace up the log mar; 
ket. He believed that the break in the western shingle 
market was only temporary, and that prices were now 
stiffening. 

Opinions of the cedar situation were called for, and 
a number of members expressed their ideas on the sub- 
ject. A short recess was then taken to enable the com- 
mittees to prepare their reports, 

After the recess, President Gilkey announced that 
early in the spring he had some correspondence with 
several large cedar producers in southern Michigan, who 
were endeavoring to organize a cedar association in that 
section. The matter was dropped for the time being, 
however, but Mr, Gilkey thought that there was a pos- 
sibility of it being again taken up. President Gilkey 
said he was willing to make a trip to Saginaw for the 
purpose of talking the subject over with the cedar deal- 
ers of that section, and probably he might be able to 
work up a sentiment in favor of it. He believed such an 
organization would be of great benefit to the Northwest- 
ern Cedarmen’s Association. 


Pole, Post and Shingle Prices Reaffirmed. 


Chairman J. K. Wright, of the pole committee, 
reported recommending maintaining the present price 


list. 
poles, were reported to be very short. 
the pole committee was adopted. 

The chair suggested that all members should inform 
the secretary of items short, in order that other mem- 
bers could be informed and thus be given an oppor- 
tunity to furnish anything desired from their stocks. 
In this way surpluses or shortages could be taken care 
of and stocks kept uniform, and obviate the desire to 
sacrifice surpluses on the market to its detriment. 

Ira Carley, chairman of the post committee, reported 
that the post committee recommended that the present 
post list be maintained, as all conditions appeared to 
warrant such action. This report was adopted without 
objection. 

A. D. Day, chairman of the shingle committee, 
reported recommending that the present list of $2.35 
for extra shingles and $1.85 for standards be main- 
tained. With the apparent light supply of shingles, 
the committee believed there was no reason why the 
present shingle price could not be obtained. The report 
was adopted. 

It was reported that in the recent forest fires in east- 
ern Wisconsin and northern Michigan considerable cedar 
product had been destroyed, C. H. Worcester & Co., of 
Fisher, Mich., being the largest losers, although a num- 
ber of other cedarmen have lost more or less stock. 

It was announced that the railroad committee had not 
been able to secure any concessions from the railroads 
regarding the miniumum weight regulations. 

It was pointed out by a member that the giving of a 
4-cent reduction in the price of posts would not reduce 
the cost to the consumer or increase the consumption, 
as retail dealers always take advantage of minor 
reductions in buying. 


Sympathy for C. H. Worcester & Co. 

Mr. Wright introduced the following resolution regard- 
ing the loss by fire of C. H. Worcester & Co., Mr. 
Worcester, of this concern, being vice-president of this 
association: 

* a meeting of the Northwestern Cedarmen’s Association, 

e 


Stocks of some sizes, particularly 4-inch 25-foot 
The report of 


Resolved, That this association extend to C. H. Worcester 
& Co., of Fisher, Mich., its deepest sympathy and regret in 
their loss by fire which has crippled their trade, thereby 
entailing serious loss. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Complaints on Cedar. 


Members are urged to report to the secretary all 
unjust claims on the part of retail lumber dealers for 
rebates, in order that the secretary might inform the 
other members of such facts. 

Mr. Brant said that he visited a retail yard, where a 
dealer claimed he had a car of posts that contained con- 
siderable dead timber. On investigation it was found 
that the posts the dealer claimed were cut from dead 
timber were live posts, cut during the summer, this 
giving them a different appearance from live winter cut 
cedar, and because of this many retail dealers make the 
mistake of concluding that dead timber is being shipped 
to them. Mr. Fullmer said he had had some posts 
rejected because they were posts that had been kept in 
the yard over one season, and they looked dead in com- 
parison with those put in the previous winter. 

Mr. Robinson related a peculiar experience. A city 
engineer had declared some cedar paving blocks his 
concern shipped from Bovee, Mich., were cypress blocks. 
Mr. Robinson declared he never saw a cypress tree grow- 
ing in northern Michigan. 


Condition of Stock. 

A. D. Day & Co., Engadine, Mich., reported much less 
stock on hand now than a year ago. 

Erickson & Bissell, Escanaba, Mich., reported more 
3 and 4 inch stock, but less large stock. 

The D. M. Fullmer Lumber Company, Florence, Wis., 
reported « good trade in small poles, with a rather light 
stock. They had a few more posts on hand, because they 
ae lately been buying some. Their shingle stock is 
ight. 

The Morgan Company, Oshkosh, Wis., reported only a 
fair stock of cedar products on hand, with a good trade 
at list prices. 

Wright Bros., Marinette, Wis., reported a little larger 
stock of posts on hand than a year ago, but only 4,000,- 
000 shingles. 

The Parkinson Cedar Company, Madison, Wis., 
reported a little larger stock of posts than last year 
because it had bought several small stocks, It would 
make less shingles than last year. 

The Lillie Lumber Company, Talbot, Mich., reported 
but 25,000 posts, as compared with 150,000 a year ago. 
The posts were sold. 

Bovee, Robinson &-Co., Bovee, Mich., reported cnly 
two-thirds as many shingles this year as last year. Their 
post stock is about the same. 

The White Marble lime Company, Manistique, Mich., 
reported about two-thirds as many posts as a year ago. 
The company’s shingles go east by water largely from 
its Manistique mill. 

Ira Carley reported less posts and singles than a year 


ago. 
"Peciieien & Gilkey reported more posts on hand than 
a year ago, but not nearly as many shingles. 

The Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company reported a 
few more posts on hand than a year ago, and would 
make about the same amount of shingles as last year. 
The polls were about all sold. 

After this brief “experience meeting” at the end of 
the session, the meeting adjourned, all the cedarmen 
present being well satisfied, not only with the results 
of the meeting, but also with the cedar situation Im 
general. 
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FROM THE PUGET SOUND COUNTRY. 

Tacoma, WasH., May 18.—After days and weeks of 
labor the shingle manufacturers of western Washington 
have agreed to shut down until June 4, and at this writ- 
ing there are very few of the mills running. The manu- 
facturers who run saw and shingle mills have agreed to 
curtail their output one-half. This is perhaps the most 
complete shutdown in the history of the shingle trade. 
It can also be said that there never was a time when a 
shutdown was more necessary. The demand for cedar 
shingles has fallen to a very low ebb. It is evident that 
1900 is destined to be one of the unprofitable years for 
the shingle manufacturer. 

The shingle shipments for the month of April run up 
into large figures. The Northern Pacific reports for that 
month from western Washington 1,195 cars; Great 
Northern, 917; Canadian Pacific, 95, making a total of 
2,107 cars, against 2,346 in April, 1899. The shipments 
for the month of May will show a decrease from the 
month of April. The trouble in this country is and 
always has been that the shingle manufacturer persists 
in manufacturing shingles in the winter time, when they 
are bought only for speculation. The idea is growing, 
however, of a longer shutdown during the winter months. 

The shipments of lumber by rail continue to grow rap- 
idly. In April of this year the railroads report having 
handled 1860 cars, against 1,085 in 1899, showing an 
increase of over 75 percent. The railroad shipments for 
the first four months of 1900 amount to 6,936 cars. The 
price on lumber is well maintained and, while the demand 
from yard is not as great as anticipated, specialty orders 
have increased, making the total shipments very heavy. 

The cargo trade to both foreign and domestic ports is 
in good condition. California is taking lumber liberally. 
The shipments to Alaska will reach about 12,000,000 
feet, most of it going to Cape Nome. Included with the 
shipments of lumber there are many of doors and sash. 
The government is a heavy buyer of lumber, as it is 
building a number of stations up in the north pole 
district. 

The foreign cargo trade is right up to the capacity of 
the vessels, with charters advancing. The most notable 
cargo being loaded on Puget sound at present is one at 
the Tacoma Mill Company’s mill at Tacoma, where a ship 
is loading with clear lumber for London and will take 
something over 2,000,000 feet. It was chartered by 
Neame & Co., of London, last November, and the cargo 
will be delivered in England about next November, mak- 
ing it practically a one year deal. 

The Addison Mill Company at Tacoma lost its dry kiln 
and part of its mill by fire the night of May 15. It will 
be rebuilt at once. 

The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company, Tacoma, is 
fast getting its new mill up and will have it running 
some time in July. 

W. C. Wheeler, president of the firm of Wheeler, 
Osgood & Co., is at home from an eastern trip, taken for 
rest, recreation and business. He says that the demand 
for coast sash and doors is growing. 

George S. Long, manager of the Weyerhaeuser Timber 
Company, is at home in Tacoma after a hurried visit to 
the east. He brought his family back and has started 
housekeeping in this city. 

8S. H. Bowman, of Minneapolis; H. C. Bolcom, of 
Winona, Minn., and W. I. Ewart, of St. Paul, were on 
Puget sound recently. 

H. C. Chesebrough, of San Francisco, president of the 
Tacoma Mill Company, has returned to San Francisco 
after a week or two spent at the mill. He speaks encour- 
agingly of the lumber conditions in California. 

George H. Emerson and John F. Soule, of the North 
Western Lumber Company, Hoquiam, Wash., have been 
spending some time in Tacoma. Some changes are con- 
templated in that company’s business, which will per- 
haps be announced within a week. Several announce- 
ments have been made as to these changes, but they are 
all premature, 

The Sunset Lumber Company, of Tacoma, has secured 
the services of F. D. Butzer, for some time manager of 
the Clatsop Mill Company, at Astoria, Ore. He will look 
after the mill of the Sunset Lumber. Company, located 
at McIntosh, Wash. 

The Weyerhaeuser Timber Company will hold its first 
annual meeting in Tacoma in June. Many rumors are 
afloat as to what the policy of this company will be as 
to manufacturing. Those inside claim that there will be 
no manufacturing done by this company for some time, 
although it is possible that some of its members may 
build a saw mill. 

W. H. Perry, of the Perry Lumber Company, Los 


Angeles, Cal., is in Tacoma visiting his business associ-. 


ates in the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company. 

Robert Caithness is at home in Tacoma taking a little 
vacation. He has withdrawn his interests from the 
Rice Lumber Company, of Everett, Wash. He was the 
founder of that company. He will engage in saw milling 
4s soon as he finds a suitable location and plant. 
Timber near Wallace, Wash., 80,000,000 feet in quan- 
tity, has been purchased for $37,663, chiefly for Walter 
Alexander, of Wausau, Wis., though others are reported 
interested in the deal. 


OREGON LUMBER NEWS. 


PorTLAND, ORE., May 18.—The interests of the lum- 
berman ought to be well looked after in the Oregon state 
legislature during the coming session. In this city 
Donald Mackay, president of the North Pacific Lumber 
Company, and R. D. Inman, of Inman, Poulsen & Co., 
are running for state senator, and W. F. Booth, president 
of the Booth-Kelley Lumber Company, Saginaw, Ore., is 
also a candidate for a state senatorship. Mr. Inman is 
a democrat, and is accordingly on the minority ticket in 
this country, but as he runs like a Kentucky thorough- 
bred he may change the complexion of the result. Ifa 
split ticket goes through a good many men of both parties 
would like to see both Inman and Mackay at the head of 
the list of senators elected. 

The Moyer saw mill, on the Calapooia river, near 
Brownsville, Ore., has closed down for the season, and 
during the summer will be moved farther down the 
stream, where the supply of logs will be easier of access. 

The Nez Perces Lumber Company, which is operating a 
saw mill on the Nez Perces Indian reservation in Idaho, 
is contemplating enlarging its plant and increasing the 
output, nearly all of which finds a market on the reser- 
vation. 

H. C. Kinney, president of the Sugar Pine Door & 
Lumber Company, of Grants Pass, Ore., was recently 
elected mayor of Grants Pass, the principal lumber town 
of southern Oregon. 

S. W. Sones, of La Crosse, Wis., is in the city prepar- 
ing to establish a big logging camp near Hood River, 
Ore. Mr. Sones purchased 2,500 acres of red and yellow 
fir timber land on the eastern slope of the Cascade moun- 
tains about ten years ago, and is agreeably surprised to 
find that some of this land, which at that time he consid- 
ered at the best to be stocked only with pile timber, has 
since developed into a forest of good-sized saw logs. He 
will place a crew of seventy-five men in the woods in a 
few weeks, and expects to put several million feet of logs 
in the Columbia early in the summer. The output will 
be sold to the Hood River, Bridal Veil and Portland mills. 
Owing to the scarcity of labor on the coast Mr. Sones 
will bring the most of his help from Wisconsin, where he 
was formerly engaged in the logging business. 


PorTLAND, ORE., May 19.—The mills at Portland and 
vicinity are running quietly and steadily as usual. 
Sales are seemingly good in volume, but prices are some- 
what unsettled. Collections are good and this is the 
most satisfactory feature of the business, 

The high water in the Columbia river at this time 
of year makes the towing of logs a slow and somewhat 
risky proposition. The current is so heavy that a tug 
boat which, under usual conditions, tows two and three 
rafts at a time, or say a million feet, can take up but 
one raft, or only about 350,000 feet. This condition 
will last about four to six weeks and is hindering raft- 
ing to some extent as well as towing. 

Standing on thebridge near Inman, Poulsen & Co.s 
mill, and watching the usual daily train of twenty or 
twenty-five cars being switched out from the big mill 
plant, one naturally wonders where the vast amount of 
lumber which is produced hereabouts finds a market. 
It does not go to any particular place, especially in 
large quantities, but is spotted around here and there. 
An inquiry came in today from a firm in New Hamp- 
shire. Perhaps the next one may be from Old Mexico; 
the next from Pittsburg, Pa., and the next from Cali- 
fornia, followed by one from Hong Kong. 

Cruisers and timber purchasers are traveling in all 
directions through the state and find that nearly every 
proposition visited has been overdrawn by the owner. 
Much of the timber of Washington has already found 
its way into the hands of eastern capitalists, A small 
tract has just been sold on Gray’s harbor for $30,000, 
which cost its owners $10,000 ten years ago. Informa- 
tion from Greenleaf, Ore., states that the country is 
full of timber cruisers and locaters, both in the interest 
of private enterprise and also for the railroad compa- 
nies, particularly the Northern Pacific, which has had 
gangs out since last December in the vicinity of 
Siulaw bay and river. The best tracts are being 
selected and covered with forest reserve scrip and the 
most desirable lands in tracts of forty acres and upward 
are fast getting beyond the locaters. 

The Santiam district is developing in lumber industry 
rather fast. A ride along the Corvallis & Eastern rail- 
road, reaching from Albany up into the Cascade foot- 
hills, shows a seemingly unlimited timber supply. Along 
the river of course the timber has been cut off and 
back from the streams it is not so accessible, but will 
be gotten at when the price of lumber advances to a 
point where it will warrant operations. The log pro- 
duction in this district is fir and hemlock, the former 
being used commercially and the latter for manufactur- 
ing pulp in the paper mills of Lebanon and Oregon City. 

A good many cedar posts are produced along the 
upper Columbia river in the timber belt of Oregon and 
the cedar industry has become quite an extensive one 
at several points. 

Crop prospects in eastern Oregon and Washington 
are very bright. This section consumes a large amount 
of Oregon pine, but also produces considerable bull pine. 

An effort is being made at Corvallis, Ore., to develop 
the hardwood resources of that section, consisting mainly 
of ash, oak and maple. This timber is to be manufac- 
tured into wagon stock, plow stock and handles. A 
company has been organized and a tract of 500 acres of 
oak timberland near Dallas was purchased’ for about 
$4,500. This tract is said to be the best body of oak 
timber in the Willamette valley. A new mill for develop- 
ing this tract is bought and will be running by about 


the middle of June, cutting 10,000 feet a day. Some 
people think the hardwoods of Oregon are destined to 
be a great factor in manufacturing on the coast in the 
near tuture. 

The Vancouver & Yakima Railroad Company has 
changed hands and the line will be immediately extended 
twenty miles into a large body of pine timber. ‘This 
is substantially a logging proposition and wili continue 
so until the compietion to Yakima in the dim and dis- 
tant future, 

Logging is active along the Columbia river and its 
brancnes. In fact, it is probably the most active log- 
ging section on the coast. Prices seem to be quite firm 
and supply and demand are pretty equally balanced. A 
good many new camps have been started, but new mills 
have aiso started up. So far the weather has been bad 
for logging and better weather may increase the supply 
to a point where prices may be adversely affected later 
in the season. 

The British steamer Inverness has been chartered 
and will arrive here about June 1. She will probably 
load at Inman, Poulsen & Co.’s mill. The Elm Branch 
is another lumber charter due here about the same time 
as the Inverneés. 

A new saw and shingle mill will soon be running 
in the vicinity of Myrtie Point, and a new saw mill, 
cutting 40,000 feet a day, is to be located on Deer 
creek. The latter will be running in about thirty days. 

A saw mill at Corvallis, Ore., last week shipped three 
cars of hardwood to Caitormia points. 

David & Ambler, operating a saw mill at Clackamas, 
Ore., have dissoived partnership and gone out of busi- 
ness. 

A visit to the plant of the Eastern Lumber Company 
developed a satistactory state of affairs in the business 
of that concern. Plenty of orders are reported and no 
kicks coming. 





PACIFIC COAST NEWS NOTES. 


The plant of the old Michigan Lumber Company at 
Vancouver, Wash., is reported sold to eastern parties, 
who will overhaul it and increase the capacity, which 
when last run was about 100,000 feet a day. The mill is 
admirably situated for supplies of raw material, as a 
logging railroad runs back into the country about twenty 
mues and the Columbia river runs past the mill. The 
Cone mill at Vancouver is now running night and day. 


George W. Harmon, of Madison, Wis., who has been 
looking up timber land in this section for several months, 
returned to his home last week. He was working in the 
interest of a Wisconsin syndicate, and made a pretty 
thorough examination of timber on the Santiam, Trask, 
Nehalem, Young’s and Claskanine rivers, and arranged 
the preliminaries for the purchase of some good-sized 
tracts. 

The Booth-Kelly Lumber Company is making some 
extensive improvements at its mill at Coburg, Ore. A 
dry house with a capacity of 100,000 feet will be ready 
for business in a few days and the company has nearly 
finished excavating for a new pond, which will give boom 
room for 14,000,000 feet of logs. The logs used at this 
mill come down the McKenzie and Mohawk rivers and 
stocks are accumulated while there is a good stage of 
water, so that there will be no shortage when the water 
is low. 

The Southern Pacific railroad not only hauls a big lot 
of lumber out of the state of Oregon, but it also figures 
quite extensively as a purchaser. A small mill near 
Canby, Ore., has been running steadily for four months, 
turning out about 18,000 feet a day, all railroad ties, 
bridge timbers and other lumber ordered by the railroad 
company. 

Cummins & Cole, of Gresham, Ore., are building a new 


‘mill on the bank of the Sandy river about twenty miles 


from Portland. They have purchased a big tract of tim- 
ber land lying well above the site of the mill, and expect 
to secure their log supply at very small cost. The m 
will be employed chietly in cutting ties, and the output 
will be floated down the Sandy river to rail connection 
at Troutdale, Ore. 


Stone, Roadland & Co.’s new saw mill south of Powell’s 
Valley, Ore., which has been running on lumber since it 
was built, will now commence cutting ties to fill a big 
order for the Oregon Railway & Navigation Company. 


The oriental steamship Thyra, which sailed from Port- 
land, Ore., May 20, for Hongkong, topped off a 5,200-ton 
flour cargo with 200,000 feet of lumber for the far east. 
The Pacific Export Lumber Company was the shipper. 


The annual meeting of the Weyerhaeuser Timber Com- 
pany will be held at -Tacoma next month. Manager 
George S. Long, in a recent interview, expressed the 
opinion that to inaugurate extensive manufacturing 
operations at the present time might have a bad effect 
upon the market, but that the company believed that 
a largely increased demand for Washington products 
might be expected in the near future. 

M. M. Ketchum, of Boise, Idaho, who was one of the 
pioneer timber rustlers of the west, is again looking 
over the field in Clatsop county. About a dozen years 
ago Mr. Ketchum bought several thousand acres of land 
in that vicinity for Amasa Rust and other Michigan 
lumbermen, and his present visit is for the purpose of 
a a up a few claims to fill out the blocks already 

eld. 


Superintendent Butzer, of the Clatsop mill, Astoria, is 
reported to have resigned. According to Astoria papers 
he will return to Tacoma to enter the employ of the Sun- 
set Lumber Company. 





te 
-~ 
we 


THE WHITE PINE NORTH. 





AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 





™ 


The Drouth in the Northwest and its Effects—Hung Up Drives Everywhere Reported— Upper 
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THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., May 23.—Reports received today 
from various sections of the upper Mississippi valley 
place the number of mills closed down for lack of logs at 
seventeen. This number does not include those at Min- 
neapolis, all but one of which will be closed down before 
Thursday night. That the white pine cut will be 
seriously curtailed is now a foregone conclusion. Many 
of the mills closed down or about to close cannot receive 
logs inside of four weeks at the earliest, and even with 
high water it is problematic if they will be able to get 
logs before six weeks or longer. 

In the upper part of the state the latest reports as 
to closing down come from Crookston. The supply of 
logs there is exhausted and there is no immediate pros- 
pect of the mills resuming operations. The mill of the 
Rutledge Lumber & Manufacturing Company, at Rut- 
ledge, Minn., closed during the past week. Stillwater 
lumbermen say that although the boom company has 
suspended operations there are enough logs in the pond 
at that point to last them two or three weeks longer. 
When these are exhausted they will be obliged to sus- 
pend operations. 


Situation in Minneapolis. 


It was foreshadowed in this correspondence last week 
that the mills at this point would be obliged to close 
down within a few days. The Mississippi & Rum River 
300m Company officially confirms this today by saying 
that the supply of logs will last only one day longer. 
The only mill which will not be obliged to close down 
is owned by McMullen & Co. This mill did not begin 
operations until very late in the season, owing to repairs 
that were being made. As a consequence the logs that 
came down early in the spring have not been used up. 
Two prominent Minneapolis lumbermen took a trip up 
the river to Little Falls the latter part of last week to 
ascertain the exact conditions relative to the drive. 
They reported that the condition of affairs then was 
extremely serious, Since that time there has been no 
improvement. ‘The nearest drive has passed through 
Pike rapids, just below Little Falls. It has passed 
through only one rapids during the past seven days 
and the distance traversed has been about six miles. 
The boom company is working 175 men and ten horses, 
all that they can use, but slow progress is being made. 
Three rapids yet remain before smooth water will be 
reached and the boom company is holding out no hepe 
as to the time when this drive will reach Minneapolis. 

Knowing these conditions, local lumbermen are begin- 
ning to make predictions as to the extent of the curtail- 
ment in the cut. Such predictions are merel¥ guesswork 
at this time, because there is no assurance that the 
mills will resume before July 1. Granted, however, that 
operations are suspended for six weeks only and that 
the sawing season will last five months, this means a 
curtailment in cut amounting to 20 to 25 percent. 
Qwners of stocks of lumber say that these conditions 
must necessarily stiffen values. 


Crop Conditions. 


The continued absence of rain from North Dakota 
and northern Minnesota is beginning to be felt in the 
farming communities. May is usually a month of many 
rains. So far, however, there has been none. It is 
reported from along the Great Northern and Northern 
Pacific roads that the ground is parched and dry and 
that grain now up is beginning to suffer. Another week 
of the drouth and the wheat crop in the section noted 
will be in jeopardy. The situation in southern Minne- 
sota, northern Iowa and eastern South Dakota is much 
more favorable, Crops there are doing fairly well and the 
farmers are not yet feeling discouraged. Notwith- 
standing the discouraging reports from North Dakota, 
there is a good business doing in lumber at many 
points in that state. A large number of immigrants 
are still taking up land and buying for the purpose of 
building homes and the necessary other structures. 
Many who went in early and erected rude shacks until 
after the spring work was over are now contracting 
for their lumber for much better buildings to be erected 
during the summer. 

Minor [iention. 

C. W. McCoy and wife expect to leave on a trip to 
the coast this week. 

tay W. Jones, of the Commonwealth Lumber’ Com- 
pany, Frazee, Minn., was recently chosen a delegate to 
the national republican convention at Philadelphia from 
the seventh congressional district. 

T. A. Bruett, who represents the Wilbur Lumber 
Company, of Milwaukee, Wis., and the Wisconsin Land 
& Lumber Company, of Hermansville, Mich., was in the 
city a few days last week, looking after trade which 
takes his lines. 

C. P. Bratnober, of the Ricker & Bratnober Lumber 
Company, Waterloo, Ia., was in Minneapolis this week 
on his return from the Pacifie coast. 

Ira G. Dewell, who formerly owned a yard at Gold- 


field, Ia., was in Minneapolis this week. He has been 
purchasing stock for a new yard which he has recently 
purchased at Madrid, Ia. 

T. J. Whitlock, of Belle Plaine, Minn., was in Minne- 
apolis this week for the first time after a severe ill- 
ness. 

E. O. Hawksett, of the McGoldrick Lumber Company, 
has recently returned from his territory in Kansas and 
Nebraska. He reports that the outlook for trade in 
that territory is excellent, on account of the crop condi- 
tions. 

©. I. Millard, secretary of the Chicago Lumber & 
Coal Company, St. Louis, Mo., was in Minneapolis chis 
week looking after sales of stock. 

Osborne & Clark, of Minneapolis, report that they are 
opening a yard at Warner, Wis. 

During the winter season the band mill on the lower 
side of the plant of the C. A. Smith Lumber Company 
was taken out and a new Wilkinson 1900 medel band 
was put in. ‘This new mill has an appliance called 
the Wilkinson steam cylinder for operating the upper 
guide of the band saw. 

The Northwestern Compo-board Company is buying 
basswood and pine and having it shipped in by rail. 
The stock is bought in bolts and is cut up into compo- 
board stock at the mill. A small saw mill back of the 
factory has been set up for this purpose. 

Reports from Little Falls, Minn., are to the effect 
that a large drive will be sluiced through the Pokegama 
dam within ten days. Another drive will reach the 
river about five days later. 

T. G. Hathaway, of the Bucoda Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Bueeda, Wash., passed through Minneapolis this 
week on his way to the east. 

The following retail dealers were in Minneapolis the 
past week: J. M. Sullivan, J. M. Sullivan & Co., 
Sisseton, 8. D.; C. H. Stein, C. H. Stein Lumber Com- 
pany, Glenwood, Wis.; T. W. Strickland, Appolonia, 
Wis.; John 8. Hart, Aberdeen, 8. D.; W. E. Blodgett, 
Wisconsin Lumber Company, Faribault, Minn.; G. 
Kk, Eliason, Montevideo, Minn.; E. Mobraaten, Wendell, 
Minn.; Henry Simons, Chaska, Minn. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 

DuLuTH, MINN., May 23.—With all the mills at Clo- 
quet shut down, those at Little Falls the same, those at 
Minneapolis mostly so, those at Stillwater ready to close 
in a few days, and down river points also out of logs, 
Duluth lumbermen are feeling a little stiffer in the back 
than at any time yet. They are willing to sell No. 3 
boards now at from $14 to $14.50, but they generally 
think this figure should not be given as a quotation for 
any length of time. They believe the price will be higher 
before it is lower. 

There is not much lumber selling here now, but there 
is far more “disposition to buy,” as one manufacturer 
put it this morning, than there has been for several 
months. A good many inquiries are floating in from 
both east and west, and these are evidently closer to 
business than they were a few weeks ago. An interesting 
feature of the situation just now is the arrival of buyers 
from interior points looking for lumber for the west. 
This week there have been several Minneapolis men here 
for lumber shipment to Iowa points and the Red river 
valley, and some local manufacturers and shippers go so 
far as to say they believe the west will absorb a great 
share of the cut this year. Of course this cannot be 
unless the mills here cut their lumber especially for the 
western trade, and it will be difficult for many of them 
to make up their minds on such a course should they 
want to pursue it. The largest sale of the week, of many 
weeks in fact, was a cargo of 500,000 feet of No. 4 boards 
for the east at $12. This is the rate that was set some 
time ago, and from which there has been little deviation. 
The gare is a waiting one, as it has been, and if sales 
are not made by the time the docks are full the mills 
will close. 

One feature that should have its effect on the market 
east is the settlement of the lake freight matter. The 
rate opened at $3 flat for head of the lakes lumber, de- 
clined after considerable hammering to $2.75, but has now 
gone off to $2.50, where it will likely stay, that having 
heen the point that the Buffalo association was deter- 
mined to reach. The Shores was chartered at that rate 
today. Shipments have not been large to this time on 
account of this fight, but are now liable to increase 
materially. 

Drouth continues and is as serious a matter as ever. 
There are big crews of drivers on the rivers, especially 
the Cloquet and St. Louis, waiting for water, but no 
waier comes. There has not been two inches of rainfall 
since last fall. Fires are still running unchecked for 
miles, and are doing some damage. The loss is, however, 
far less than would be expected, and much less than 
would occur had the fires come later in the season, when 
slashings are drier. Camps along the Duluth & Iron 
Range road, near Waldo and York, belonging to the 
Martin Tie & Lumber Company and Al Holmes, were 
destroyed last week. The railroad lost a good many ties 
and Mr. Holmes’ loss is put at $2,000. Much cordwood 
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and cedar products have been destroyed during the week. 

Owing to the shutdown of many mills in surrounding 
country men are plenty here and at mining towns on the 
1anges. Wages remain where they have held for some 
time. -It is not likely the mills of this city nor those of 
Ashiand will be forced to close om account of lack of 
logs; though some shifting around will be necessary 
before long. 

All the mills on the Duluth-Superior bay are now run- 
ning. The new mill of the Tower Lumber Company, at 
Tower, has started up, and will run steadily. It has a 
good stock of old logs and will do its logging by rail. 
The Clark-Jackson mill is almost ready for operations. 

Several members of the St. Croix Lumber Company, of 
Stillwater, Minn., have been here and on the range the 
past few days preparing for the erection on Fall lake 
of one cf the large mills of the region. The frame will 
probably be erected during this season and the machinery 
set next winter. B. E. and M. A. Torinus and F. J. 
Underhill have represented the company here so far. 

‘Timber sales lately have been large. One sale means 
a new mill at some point off the line of the Duluth & 
Iren Range read, north from the lake. There Nolan 
Rros., of St. Paul, have bought 40,000,000 feet of pine 
from J. A. Humbird and J. A. Glover for nearly $4 a 
thousand feet. They will build a spur track from the 
Iron Range line and build a mill in the timber. It is to 
be ready next year. A good deal of the Bardon & Pleas 
timber has been sold, one Jot going for $17,850 and others 
for smaller amounts. J.J. Rupp has sold to H. C. Stew- 
art, of Wausau, timber in 24 and 25, township 60, 
range 14, for $10,000. 

The board of arbitration in the case between the Soper 
Lumber Company and W. E. McCord, of Superior, has 
made its award, giving McCord $6,180 and granting the 
Soper Companys a counter claim of $1,350 for damages. 
The ease was the first in this region where settlement has 
been effected under the state laws as to arbitration 
ccurts. 

A. W. Miller, of West Duluth, has established at Flor- 
ence, Wis., a mill for making broom handles, chair 
rounds, ete. He has bought eighty acres of hardwood 
lands there and is building a small mill for his work. 

Many men have been sent into the woods in the north. 
western corner of Wisconsin the past few weeks to peel 
hemlock bark, and the demand for them is said to be as 
heavy as ever. Most of the bark peeled in Douglas and 
Baytield counties goes to the big tannery at Mellen, 
where they pay $4 a cord for bark. 

Three lumber vessels have loaded at Two Harbors this 
week, and two cargoes of pulpwood have been shipped 
from there. 

Giles Gilhert, of the Higgins companies, has returned 
from the l'acific coast, where he has been looking over 
tim:her lands. His son is located there to remain. 

Will Peyton, son of H. W. Peyton, has left for the 
coast and expects to make investments and_ possibly 
locate there. He will devote himself largely to timber. 

W. H. Cook, John Pearson and Edward Lamb have 
returned from the same region, where they went in the 
interest of some heavy timber purchasers. Mr. Cook is 
interested in the sale of a very large tract in this district 
that is now under option, 

Negotiations are pending for the bringing to Cloquet 
mills of some 40,000,000 feet of logs for immediate saw- 
ing trom points along the Fosston branch of the Great 
Northern road, in order that these mills may fill out the 
time till river logs get into their booms. 





WISCONSIN VALLEY NOTES. 


MERRILL, WIS., May 22.—The drivers on the streams 
seem to have met with sudden reverses, and low water 
and drives hung up are now the order all over this 
section. It seems likely that considerable difficulty will 
be experienced from this time on, as it would require 
a perfect downpour of rain and even at that for quite 
a time to raise the streams to a driving stage. The 
main river can of course be assisted by flooding from 
the Tomahawk dam, but the streams tributary must wait 
until nature’s flood-gates open. 

The Manson saw mill at Wausau started Monday on 
its work of sawing this season for the Jacob Mortenson 
Lumber Company and the George E. Foster Lumber 
Company. 

A crew of fifty men were sent out from Rhinelander 
last Saturday to drive Plum creek and St. Germain river, 
on which there are 25,000,000 feet of logs owned by 
Daly & O'Day, of Merrill, and the United States Lum- 
ber Company, of Tomahawk. It is estimated that the 
drive will require forty-five days. 

Robert McInnis, of the firm of John McInnis & Sons, 
who put in about 10,000,000 feet of logs near Duluth 
last winter, will return to that place and take charge 
of driving the logs on the different streams. 

The Quaw Lumber Company’s mill at Edgar closed 
down last week, having sawed out 7,500,000 feet since 
early winter. 

Louis Dionne, who has charge of the main river drive, 
estimates that there are between 60,000,000 and 70,000,- 
000 feet of logs hung up between Tomahawk and Wau- 
sau. Among them, the Alexander Stewart Lumber Com- 
pany has 7,000,000 feet of pine and 4,000,000 feet of 
hemlock; Barker -& Stewart about 8,000,000 feet of 
hemlock; Mortenson & Stone 4,000,000 feet of hemlock; 
C. P. Miller & Co. 4,000,000 feet of pine, and several 
million feet of hemlock belong to the Wausau Paper 
Mills Company. 

Charles La Forge, treasurer of the Woodruff & 
Maguire Lumber Company, of Three Lakes, lies critically 
ill at Rockford, Ill., where he underwent a surgical 
operation. 
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CHEQUAMEGON BAY NOTES. 


ASHLAND, Wis., May 22.—There are a number of 
buyers in Ashland this week looking over the lumber 
market. They seem to have come not so much with the 
object of buying, as to size up the situation. Among 
the buyers in Ashland were J. L. Hurd, of Hurd Bros., 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Mr. Noyes, of Noyes & Sawyer, Buffalo, 
and C. A. Street, of Street, Chatfield & Co., Chicago, 

Quite a delegation came over to Ashland from Bay- 
field last evening with Captain Pike, president of the 
Rk. D. Pike Lumber Company. They were brother masons, 
and wished to see the captain get his Royal Arch degree 
in due and regular form. He got it. The captain says 
that things are running smoothly at his institution. 
He will manufacture considerable stock for himself this 
season. 

There is a well-developed tendency to curtail sum- 
mer logging operations. No operations started have 
ceased, but some which were planned have not been 
started, and probably will not be until considerably 
later in the season. 

The Two States Hardwood Lumber Company, one of 
the new companies organized at Ashland last winter, 
has decided to build a mill at the mouth of Cranberry 
river. The work will be started at once. Nathan 
Terwilliger has secured the contract to build the mill 
and left for the Cranberry last week to begin work. The 
mill will be ready for sawing about July 1, and will 
have a capacity of 25,000 feet a day. Messrs. Brewer, 
Hauptman and Barber are among the stockholders of the 
Two States company. 

Lumber shipments still move along at such a pace as 
to surprise the pioneers. Last week beat all records 
for that time of the year, and the rate is still continued. 
Five boats are loading at the Ashland Luinber Com- 
pany’s decks, and two more are expected there tomor- 
row. The company’s mill began on an order for 4,000,- 
000 feet of white pine this week, and will saw on it con- 
tinuously until the order is filled. 

The shipments for the week ending May 12 were as 
follows: 


Feet. 
Str. E. Strong, A. E. Wilson & Co., to.the Mills- 
Gras-Carietem Co... CIOVOING 6 66 on 6's bc tac w cede 1,000,000 
Sch. Commodore, A. E. Wilson & Co., to the Mills 
Gray-Carleton Co., Cleveland.................. 800,000 
Str. Ed Smith, J. H. Madden to National Lumber 
Company, North Tonawanda................+- 700,000 
Sch. G. H. Warnington, J. H. Madden, to G. H. 
pT A ee re ere err Te 750,000 
Str. Colin Campbell, J. H. Madden to Barbour & 
Re ES oer d watigin Os dan ea cou os plead eaees 475,000 
Sch. Ed Kelly, J. H. Madden, to National Lumber 
COMMIT. TTOMMNOIN, 6.65 ooo. 6 hee krwe Crdke eer 1,000,000 
Sch. C. G. King, J. H. Madden, to Barbour & Starr, 
TOMCGD ccc ccec es etavesee. evrevevssescvcsese 550,000 
Str. Emma L. Coyne, D. L. Wiggins, to Cleveland 
DO COO. TCHOVIIG 6 occ cecsccwesrcecess 700,000 
Str. Mary A. McGregor, A. E. Wilson & Co., to 
Potter, Teare & Co., Cleveland................ 650,000 
Sch. Nirvana, W. H. Sawyer, to W. H. Sawyer 
Lumber Company, North Tonawanda.......... 825,000 
Sch. Gelatea, Percy M. Shaw & Co., to W. H. Sawyer 
Lumber Company, North Tonawanda.......... 800,000 
Sch. Augus Smith, A. E. Wilson & Co., to Potter, 
UGIe Ge Os GC OUNIRIS o's was dnd: ose 6 deen ece ¥0 800,000 
Sch. Shecotah, G. M. Furbush to the Mills-Gray- 
Carleton Company, Cleveland................. 900,000 
Str. Santa Maria, Ed Hines Lumber Company, to 
the Lord & Bushnell Company, Chicago...... 950,000 
Sch. Wayne, Ed Hines Lumber Company, to Crosby 
Transportation Company, Milwaukee.......... 900,000 
Sch. Seldon E. Marvin, Davis & Comstock, to 
RIG QUOD Cai accucue's On wee eee We Ane bes et 825,000 
Sch. Chicago Board of 'Prade, A. E. Wilson & Co., to 
Empire Lumber Company, Toledo.............. 550,000 
EE Bias CUR Uae SHAR CASE SE -eKNG TEMS 13,175,000 


The shipments for the week ending May 19 were as 
follows: 


Str. Louis Pahlow, D. L. Wiggins, to Bliss & Van 


PE WE go kc 66 boc Kept Khe Gada veeee ns 500,000 
Sch. Delta, D. L. Wiggins, to Bliss & Van Auken, 
DMR SG ccolcc cae w's:6.5.bic ed s.€ 6. <ppke mere wes 450,000 
Sch. E. C. Roberts, W. E. Wooding, to F. J. Haines 
8 A” eer error see 400,000 
Sch. City of Chicago, D. L. Wiggins, to Bliss & Van 
ON SNE oo ne ccc dha enone hha ees > 467,000 
Sch. J. W. Hannaford, Savage Bros., to C. W. Rest- 
WEG UO cc adc clunnedctaeesa Carvadueneaes 440,000 
Str. A. L. Hopkins, Savage Bros., to Trout & Han- 
Ee Tee ee eee ee ee 725,000 
Sch. Ben Harrison, J. H. Madden, to National Lum- 
ber Company, North Tonawanda.............. 750,000 
Sch. Sweetheart, Spider Lake Lumber Co., to Hol- 
lister Lumber Company, North Tonawanda.... 800,000 
Sch. D. L. Filer, Hines Lumber Company, to Gilcher 
Oe CE ID ¢ wv 9.5 caer tegsecndccwniees 550,000 
Str. Oscoda, Hines Lumber Co., to C. H. Gill Lum- 
DOP Commie, ‘CHOVIIOIIs 6 xo ca biouc.¢ cise oe wade 650,000 
Str. Preston, D. L. Wiggins, to Nicola Bros., Cleve- 
PE. SR aRe ees CBCT RA, CORRE T EN oe Suan gees 800,000 
Sch B. B. Buckhout, A. E. Wilson & Co., to Bliss 
i VOM A, AMO. oy nc ccc ndesnccacess 475,000 
Sch. Oneonta, A. E. Wilson & Co., to Bliss & 
AE I - NUD «oa 00. © nitaan se node ease mene 600,000 
Str. City of New York, A. E. Wilson & Co., to Ralph 
EON, OME BOONONDy o's o 5-00 ne Ne esee tae weer enee 300,000 
Str. John C. Pringle, J. H. Madden, to National 
Lumber Company, North Tonawanda..... ++--. 500,000 
TO evict eacec’ 6 6 OVS ERRER PR COtatenwaeks 8,407,000 


All of the employees of the Thompson Lumber Com- 
pany’s mill, at Washburn, have struck. Two of the 
company’s carriage riders demanded an increase of 15 
cents a day, and they were refused. They left their -posi- 
tions, and ninety more left in.sympathy. 

The Murray Lumber Company’s mill will not begin 
sawing before July 15; the Lake Superior Lumber Com- 
pany’s mill will not be ready to start before that date. 
Knight & Vilas have been considerably delayed in get- 
ting their enlarged mill ready, but will probably start 
this week. 

Brewer, Hauptman & Co. have commenced sawing at 
D. W. Mowatt’s mill. They report that they can saw 
and pile 20,000,000 feet of lumber before having to ship 
any unsold stock, 
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OSHKOSH OBSERVATIONS. 


OsHkOSH, Wis., May 23.—Oshkosh and New London 
loggers, who have been preparing the past two weeks 
to drive down their logs in the various streams leading 
into the main Wolf river by building several dams to 
obtain flooding heads of water, are complaining that 
the government allowed the lower Fox river paper mill 
men to use too much water the past winter, with the 
expectation that the spring rains would raise the lake 
level to the crest of the dam at the head of Lake Winne- 
bago. Now the loggers claim that the water is con- 
siderably below this crest, and is the cause of all their 
trouble. There will be no large drives this year from 
further above the Indian reservation than Hobson’s and 
Langlade. The logs are divided about as follows: 

Wolf river—S. W. Hollister, Oshkosh, 6,000,000 feet ; 
Meiklejohn & Hatten, New London, 4,000,000 feet; H. C. 
Scott, 2,000,000 feet; Pulp Company, 600,000 feet. 

Red river—H. C. Scott, 7,000,000 feet; Paine Lumber 
Company, Oshkosh, 2,500,000 feet; Meiklejohn & Hatton, 
New London, 900,000 feet; Pulp company, 2,000,000 feet ; 
sundry landings in the Wolf, 600,000 feet. 

Embarrass river—Spencer and others, 6,000,000 feet. 

Grand total to come down the Wolf, 45,042,220 feet. 

Oconto river—Indian logs, 1,577,800 feet; Indian logs 
(school section lot), 1,600,000 feet. 

Harry Gould, of the Gould Manufacturing Company. 
has gone to Fargo, N. D., on a pleasure trip. 

Frank Fuller, traveling salesman for the Morgan 
Company, has gone to Indianapolis, Ind. 

Radford Bros. & Co. shut down their saw mill last 
week because the supply of logs ran out. They expect 
to start up again in a few days when their logs begin 
to arrive from Park Falls, Wis., by rail. 











BLACK RIVER NEWS. 

La Crosse, Wis., May 23.—The rains of last week 
gave us a little raise on upper Black river, so we were 
able to get the rear of our upper drive over Hemlock 
dam, which will be of much advantage when we have 
more water. Along the rest of the river there was no 
raise and the result is that all the logs are hung up. 
They are now, however, in good shape to come in on the 
first water. Unless we do have heavy rains soon the 
mills here that are now running will have to close down 
for want of logs. Trade is quiet and no prospects of it 
being better in the near future. 

H. E. Bacon, of the Lafe Lamb Lumber Company, of 
Minneapolis, was in the city on Saturday last. ‘The 
company is now moving its quarters from the John Paul 
Lumber Company’s office one block east and two blocks 
below, where it has erected new sheds and office buildings. 

John Paul, who has spent the past winter in Water- 
town, Fla., looking after the interests of the East Coast 
Lumber Company there, is expected home tomorrow to 
remain during the summer. 

Capt. D. A. McDonald was called to St. Louis on Sat- 
urday last to attend the funeral of his old time friend, 
Theodore Tamm, of the St. Louis Wooden Ware Com- 
pany, which took place on Sunday last in that city. 

N. H. Withee left for Clark county last evening to 
look after his lumber interests there. He has several 
mills sawing hardwoods, which he is piling and getting 
ready for market. 

Ben Chase, who was formerly in charge of the Island 
Mill Lumber Company’s logging interests on Black river, 
has moved to New Whatcom, Wash., where he will reside 
in the future. 

Capt. P. S. Davidson, formerly a resident of this city, 
but now of Hood River, Ore., is in the city today. He 
reports his mill running well and business very good. 
He intends to close out his holdings in this part of the 
country and locate there permanently. 

The steamer Lillie, belonging to the government, is 
now on her first trip up the river. She looks after the 
lights on the upper Mississippi river. 

F. A, Copeland, of the La Crosse Lumber Company, is 
spending the week in Chicago on business. 





ON THE MENOMINEE. 

MARINETTE, WIS., May 24.—No sales of importance 
have been reported this week and there have been few 
buyers in the market. There has been no change over 
conditions of a week ago. Prices remain firm and there 
is no hig demand for stocks. 

The shipments this week have been heavy and about 
the last of the dry stock has been taken away. A lull 
in shipping circles is expected now until the green stock 
is ready for market, which will be several weeks yet, as 
it takes from thirty to sixty days to get the green lum- 
ber seasoned for shipment. 

About 4,500,000 feet of lumber was sent to Buffalo 
this week and it was taken by the steamer Pawnee and 
three barges and the steamer Baldwin and two barges. 
About 4,000,000 feet was shipped to Chicago and the 
boats which freighted it were the steam barges Stephen- 
son, Westcott, Hilton, Schroeder, Arcadia, Neff, Chip- 
man and Markham. 

C. J. Huebel & Co. will open a big cedar yard in Me- 
nominee in the Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick yards 
near the mouth of the river in Menominee. They will 
put in a large stock. 

The John Schroeder Lumber Company will commence 
to ship logs from Ontonagon to Menominee next month. 
About 4,000,000 feet of pine will be cut for the Mil- 
waukee concern by the A. W. Clark Lumber Company. 

The fire at Fisher, Mich., was not entirely extinguished 
until last Saturday. The insurance adjusters are at 
work this week. The total insurance carried by C. 
H. Worcester & Co. was $106,000, and the loss is of 
course total. After the adjustment of the insurance the 
firm will make definite plans in regard to rebuilding. 

Holmes & Son will extend their logging road several 


miles westward during the coming summer to penetrate 
the uncut timber region. 

Guy Holmes returned this week, after a trip through 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho, looking over timber 
lands. Marinette lumbermen are making some heavy 
purchases of the coast timber and seem to think there 
is a great future for it. 





EASTERN MICHIGAN I1ATTERS. 


Bay City AND SAGInaAw, Micu., May 22.—The strike 
of the employees of the box factories at Bay City has 
ended. Last Thursday the owners and representatives 
of the box makers’ union held a meeting and it was 
decided to end the strike. It had not been successful 
for the reason that the Crump factory had not been 
affected at all, Briscoe & Malone had been running 
with their old crew four days, and Handy Bros. had 
been running under similar conditions nearly a week. 
The factories all resumed operations with full crews 
Friday. The Saginaw factories were not involved at all. 

Northeastern Michigan has been visited by extensive 
forest fires during the last two weeks and damage to 
timber property in the shape of logs, cedar, standing 
timber and mills burned will approximate $150,000. 
‘The fires were very severe in Presque Isle county. At 
La Roeque, the mill formerly owned by Tackabury & 
Hayes, of Alpena, but sold by them two weeks ago to 
Charles Dedloff, was burned to the ground and the 
boarding house and some other buildings burned. The 
Huron Handle & Lumber Company lost 200,000 feet 
of logs, the Pack estate lost 75,000 feet and the Fletcher 
company 50,000 feet. A large quantity of shingle tim- 
ber and cedar belonging to Merritt Chandler and W. C, 
Stirling was destroyed. Holmes & Nickolson lost 100,000 
feet of standing timber and 20,000 feet of logs. James 
Wilson lost 200,000 feet of hemlock logs and a large 
quantity of poles. At Krakow, the Miller Bros. saw 
and shingle mill burned and 125,000 shingles were 
destroyed by fire. Fires burned fiercely in the vicinity 
of Tower anid Onaway and a large amount of property 
was destroyed. Heavy rains the latter part of the week 
checked the fires. 

There is very little lumber being shipped from the 
river but considerable is coming in. Three cargoes 
came in last week from Midland, Ont., for William 
Schuette & Co., three from Ashland for Bliss & Van 
Auken, and one from Grand Marais for W. B. Mershon 
& Co. Wages of ‘longshoremen are 50 cents an hour 
and 10 cents extra for overtime and holidays. Rates 
when working by the thousand are: 1 and 2 inch white 
pine, 28 cents a thousand on the dock, or 33 cents on 
car from second pile; shorts, 10 feet and wider, 35 cents 
on dock or 40 cents on car, second pile; 4 and 5 inch 
strips, 35 cents on dock or 40 cents on car; over 2 and 4 
inch plank, 30 cents and 35 cents; 1 and 2 inch Norway, 
30 and 35 cents; 2x4s, 35 and 40 cents; cross 
arms, 30 and 35 cents; 6x6 bill stuff, 33 and 38 
cents; 8x8, 38 and 43 cents; basswood and elm, 35 and 
40 cents; hemlock, 33 and 35 cents; ash, maple and 
oak, 40 and 45 cents; shingles, 8 and 9 cents a thou- 
sand; lath the same. Boats over 12 feet in hold, $5 
a foot extra. 

The Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company received a 
raft containing 50,000 pieces and scaling 3,000,000 feet 
last week from Georgian bay, and another raft was to 
leave for the Saginaw river on Saturday. This com- 
pany is having 12,000,000 feet of lumber manufactured 
at Parry Sound, and will have 35,000,000 feet of logs 
to manufacture on this river. ’ 

A large force of men is engaged driving piles and 
making the foundation for the saw mill which the 
Edmund Hall Lumber Company is erecting in Sarnia 
Bay, on the Canadian side just above Port Huron. 
About 8,000 piles are to be driven. There is some talk 
of the saw mills near Detroit being removed to Sandwich, 
Ont., which would enable the owners of Canadian tim- 
ber to raft logs to the mills. W. S. Eddy stated yes 
terday that his concern had no immediate intention of 
removing its mill to Canada. The mill has not yet 
started. They have some logs in sight but may not 
get them. 

Building operations are not checked by the price 
of building material at Onaway, there being 100 houses 
now in course of construction and as many more will 
be erected during the season. In the valley, strikes 
and the cost of building material have checked opera- 
tions, and this seems to be the situation at many other 
points. The idea has been that prices would decline and 
those intending to build have decided to wait. The 
extensive strikes in many cities is affecting the lumber 
trade materially also and the volume of business in 
eastern Michigan will be materially less than it was 
last year. 

Labor seems to be wanted despite disturbances in the 
business world. W. B. Mershon sent ten men to Wil- 
liams, Ariz., last week, and three crews were sent 
from the valley south to work in the woods, Wages 
are high and every man who is willing to work can 
get a job. 

L. C. Slade said that while things are not rushing, 
the volume of business is heavier than it was at the 
beginning of the month. S. L. Eastman, of the Brewer 
Lumber Company, stated that trade is better than it was, 
that prices are firm and the idea is prevalent that the 
strikes will peter out soon and that there will be a 
good fall business. 

The Eddy-Sheldon Company, Handy Bros., Bradley- 
Miller Company, M. Lamont and W. D. Young & Co., are 
all doing a satisfactory business. The box factories at 
Saginaw have been moderately busy of late. 
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THE EASTERN LUMBER FIELD. 





Increasing Inquiry Reported from Greater New York—Lumber Matters at Buffalo—The New 


England Situation — Better Feeling at Philadelphia and Baltimore— Pointers 
from Pittsburg— As Reported from Bangor and Portland. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 
New York, May 21.—The improved trade conditions 


continue and so does the better general feeling. 
There is more inquiry from yards than there has 


been, the manufacturers of spruce stick to their deter- 
mination not to ship except on orders, and the tendency 
of prices is to stiffen in certain directions. The drop 
in the price of hemlock might be considered a sign of 
weakness, but there are many who believe that the basis 
price of $18 was beyond what it should have been. 

Besides, hemlock is one of the heavy building timbers, 
and it stood to reason that if builders held off long 
enough either that or spruce would have to drop. The 
action of the Maine manufacturers in calling a halt on 
shipments after what the slangy small boy might term 
a “seare’ had been “thrown into” them, stiffened the 
spruce market materially, and hemlock was the victim. 
Although $17 is the base price now, there are rumors 
that this is occasionally beaten, 

Pendennis White, first vice president of the National 
Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association, and of the firm 
of White, Rider & Frost, North Tonawanda, N. Y., was 
in town today and in conversation with an American 
Lumberman representative, said: 

I can see no reason why there should be much reduction, 
or a permanent reduction, in the selling price of lumber. 
The cost of production is not likely to decrease, but is 
more likely to increase. The value of stumpage is at least 
50 per cent higher than it was eighteen months ago, and 
will undoubtedly continue to increase, as the quantity is 
being rapidly diminished by the amount of lumber being 
produced and also by the destruction of the small timber 
by turpentine manufacturers. The seriousness of this last 
feature has been largely increased by the greatly increased 
price of turpentine and resin during the last few months. 
Another reason for stumpage increasing in value is that 
timber lands are gradually going into the hands of a few 
holders who will be able to control the production of 
lumber. The rates of wages for labor have been advanced 
in all lines, and are likely to be advanced still more, owing 
to the scarcity of labor, which is being. felt everywhere. 
The cost of mill supplies is not likely to decrease much, if 
any. So upon the whole there seems to be no reasonable 
ground for supposing that the cost of lumber will be less 
than at present, nor, so far as I can see, is there any 
reasonable ground for thinking that the demand for lumber 
will be materially lessened. We may soon expect South 
Africa to be a large buyer, and this, with only a normal 
demand by the regular markets, will do much toward 
stiffening prices. 

Mr. White, who has just returned from a western 
trip, claims that he found prices stiffly held there. 

Application has been made by a New York creditor 
of the Ackerman Lumber & Woodworking Company, 
of Passaic, N. J., for a receiver for the company, which 
will not oppose the application. The company was 
organized five years ago with $35,000 capital. Ex- 
Mayor McLean is president, while Col. John A. Parker 
is vice president and manager of the mill. His son, 
Fred. A. Parker, is secretary of the company. There 
are mortgages of $40,000 on the real estate of the com- 
pany, whose assets, while they are believed to exceed the 
liabilities, are not readily convertible. The application 
fo: a receiver was brought out by a recently filed chattel 
mortgage for $5,000 from the company to C. McBride, 
of this city. 

George F. Gray, of the Shepard & Morse Lumber 
Company, Boston, passed through the city to-day en 
route to the Adirondacks. 

Included among the week’s visitors to the city were: 
E. V. Babcock, of the Babcock Lumber Company, Ash- 
tola,.Pa.; Nelson Salisbury, of Hughson & Co., Albany, 
N. Y.; Mr. Evans, of Goodhue & Evans, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; E. V. Dunlevie, Olean, N. Y., and W. J. Casey, 
agent for J. R. Booth, Burlington, Vt. 

Angus McLean, of Hugh McLean & Co., Buffalo, 
accompanied by his wife, sailed for Europe last week. 
He goes abroad for a two months’ pleasure trip and 
will visit Scotland as well as the Paris exposition. 

Louis Bassert, the Brooklyn lumberman, is expected 
back from his Mediterranean tour next week. 

The eastern sales agents of the Swan-Donogh Lumber 
Company, North Tonawanda, N. Y., have located at No. 
18 Broadway. 

A European visitor here just now is John W. Woyka, 
of John Woyka & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Scotland, who 
deal in hardwoods, mahogany, veneers, ete. Mr. Woyka 
sails on his return trip on the Etruria, July 9, and 
prior to that time will have returned to this city and 
located for a few days at the Imperial hotel. 

E. H. Daly, representing John E. Dubois, of Phila- 
delphia, has returned to this city from Ottawa, where he 
went to investigate Mr. Dubois’ losses. All the lumber 
available -he shipped by boat. 

The Shepard & Morse Lumber Company has just 
made arrangements to handle 6,000,000 feet of 13-foot 
Adirondack spruce in addition to its former cuts, and 
is now in position to ship orders promptly. 

Mr. Lockwood, of the Rice & Lockwood Lumber Com- 
pany, Springfield, Mass., is now located at 30 East 
Thirty-ninth street, this city. 


Charters for the Week. 


Conditions have not changed. materially as regards 
lumber tonnage. Deal rates from the provinces have 


advanced a trifle upon May and prompt shipments, but 





time shipments are less actively inquired for with a 
corresponding jatluence upon rates. The going quota- 
tion to tlie east coast of Ireland and the west coast 
of England would see to be 53s, 9d. to 55s. steam ton- 
nage, 

In sail tonnage there still continues a scarcity of 
offerings to the River Plate, other South American 
freights, however, being dull. The advanced season has 
had a quieting influence upon West India freights. 
Coastwise lumber freights continue dull, quotations still 
remaining upon the basis of $5.25 Brunswick to New 
York. 

The transatlantic charters for two weeks ago cover 
71 vessels with an average tonnage of 1,658. The 
charters for South America were 9, with an average 
tonnage of 741; West Indies, 8, average tonnange 314; 
provincial 2, with a total tonnage of 397; coastwise 
17, average tonnage 446. Total 53, with a total ton- 
nage of 45,346. For this last week the figures are as 
follows: To European points, 12 vessels with an aver- 
age tonnage of 1,493; South America, 2 vessels, 459 
tons average; West Indies, 2 vessels, 287 tons average; 
provincial, 3 vessels, 264 tons average; coastwise, 19 
vessels, 462 tons average. Total charters, 38 vessels, 
with a total tonnage of 28,988 ton. 





FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


BuFFALo, N. Y., May 22.—The Buffalo Lumber 
Exchange held a special meeting on May 18 for the 
purpose of taking action on hardwood inspection, at 
which eighteen firms were represented, and for the first 
time in its history a formal stand was taken on this 
question, the following resolution being adopted: 

Resolved, That we indorse and accept the system and rules 
of inspection of the National Hardwood Lumber Associa- 
tion, for the inspection and measurement of hardwood lum- 
er. 

The advocates of this measure, who have for the most 
part been laboring long and steadily for the adoption 
of some sort of inspection rules, are naturally much 
pleased over the result, and say that it will be of great 
advantage to this market, as until now there was nothing 
whatever to go by but mere individual ideas in rules. 
Now it will be known what Buffalo inspection stands for. 

There is some improvement in the lumber trade by 
lake, though the amount received is still much less than 
it usually is at this time of the season. The report for 
the week foots up 6,647,000 feet of lumber, 4,200,000 
shingles and 36,541 ties. The refusal of the lumbermen 
to take tonnage to any extent at asking rates continues, 
though the barge owners are still trying to obtain $3 
from Duluth. The rate of $1.75 from Menominee and 
Georgian Bay has been accepted, and now the dealers 
are saying that it is too high and they will probably 
make an effort to reduce it. 

The old’ Steward yard at the lower end of the Erie 
basin has now passed from the hands of the R. Laidlaw 
Company to that of Montgomery Bros. & Co., although 
it will be some time before the Laidlaw office is finally 
moved to its new location on the Ohio basin, as there is 
still considerable lumber to be disposed of, which the 
company does not care to move. So long as the new 
lessees have -no urgent need of the room the Laidlaw 
lumber will not be disturbed. 

Angus McLean, of the firm of Hugh McLean & Co., 
has gone on a trip to-Europe, where he expects to spend 
a considerable time. He will attend the Paris exposi- 
tion, but wiil not fail to put on the kilts and make a 
= long run through Scotland, taking in England on 
the way. 

Alfred Haines is in London. He will return to Paris 
for a final look at the exposition and sail for home from 
Cherbourg during the first week of June. 

The second estimate of the loss from forest fires in 
the lumber district of Potter county, Pennsylvania, 
places the figures far below the first guess made by the 
local newspapers. C. W. Goodyear states that his firm, 
which probably lost more than any other, had from 
$35,000 to $40,000 worth of logs burned, which were 
pretty well covered by insurance. There was not much 
standing timber burned. 

The office of the Laycock Lumber Company has been 
moved to the Swan street side of the ninth floor of 
Ellicott Square. ‘Timber and piling business is reported 
very good. 

The new saw mill of the Emporium Lumber Company 
at Galeton, Pa., in the Goodyear district, is finished and 
already running. It is a very complete and elaborate 
affair and for that reason has taken much longer to 
build than was at first planned. It will run on the 
company’s hardwood logs. 

T. H. Wall, of the Buffalo Hardwood Lumber Com- 
pany, whese headquarters is at Memphis, is in Buffalo 
for a short stay. He reports much rain in the south- 
west, but not enough to stop the company’s mills in 
Mississippi. 

F. W. Vetter, of the Empire Lumber Company, has 
gone back to Arkansas, and Mr. Hollister, of the com- 
pany, will assist Mr, Yeager at the home office. 





TRADE IN NEW ENGLAND. 


Boston, Mass., May 22.—An attitude of patient wait- 
ing and expectant confidence is characteristic of Boston 
lumbermen this week, as for several past weeks. The 
man of reasonable common sense compares his trade with 
that of average years, and sees much to be satisfied with 
and thankful for. The chap who habitually looks into 
the future through green spectacles compares each month 
with the corresponding month of last year—probably 
the best year he ever had—and sees that customers have 
stopped falling all over each other to buy his lumber, and 
sees nothing for it but to “sell all the lumber possible 
before prices go down.” This is quoted from a paragraph 
from the pen of a New England retail dealer in a recent 
number of the American Lumberman. The paragraph 
was read with some amusement and a great deal of good- 
natured tolerance. In marked contrast to this appeared 
a paragraph in the last issue from a prominent and popu- 
lar retail firm in Connecticut, well known to New Eng- 
land wholesalers, as a pushing, up-to-date and energetic 
pair of men, and their estimate of the present situation 
is thoroughly consistent with their most salient charac- 
teristics. “Give us present prices, and let them be firm,” 
they. say, “and business will come; but it will not when 
the public thinks there is going to be a decline.” 

And why should there be a decline? The manufac- 
turer of lumber, of whatever variety, sees no great or 
inexhaustible supply of logs or lumber; the wholesaler 
is not beset with offerings at anything appreciably below 
the market, except for exceptional cases, and the retailer 
is not, if he has sense, eager to throw away a stock which 
he cannot immediately duplicate at substantially lower 
prices. The business of housing men and women has not 
stopped forever. The present breathing spell is the 
healthiest thing that could happen to a healthy market. 

Experts in the spruce market have given it as their 
opinion that Maine is approaching the danger line, and 
that from now on it will be necessary to handle the 
spruce forests tenderly, if the state does not wish to lose 
them altogether. All large operators realize the neces- 
sity of forestry protection, and are cutting with more 
and more discrimination. 

Boston is advised by the daily press of May 18 that 
Andrew F. Leatherbee has “had a close shave.” Now, 
Mr. Leatherbee’s many friends would hate like every- 
thing to have him lose the very carefully tended beard 
with which we are familiar, and through which appears 
the genial smile that goes far to put the salesman at his 
ease and break up his price list. This reference to a 
close shave, therefore, was viewed with alarm until it 
was discovered that the paragraph had reference to a 
very narrow escape from a serious fire which got started 
in Mr, Leatherbee’s building, at the entrance to Baker’s 
wharf, 406-408 Albany street. By the time the firemen 
arrived the inside of the shed was going merrily. The 
fire was extinguished before serious damage had oc- 
curred, although it was necessary to throw a large 
amount of lumber into the street. The damage sustained 
will probably not exceed $1,000. 

The retail lumber yard and property which has been 
for some time owned and managed by the E. P. Reed 
estate, North Abington, has been reorganized and is 
now owned and controlled by Arthur B. Reed, son of the 
late E. P. Reed. 

Walstein R. Chester, with offices on Doane street, Bos- 
ton, has been enjoying a two months’ rest in an extended 
trip to the Pacific coast and Puget sound. He is now 
back again at his desk, much benefited by the journey. 





FROM THE QUAKER CITY. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 22.—The week opened with 
more promise than the preceding week and there appears 
to be a general feeling of improvement. Close observers 
state that all grades of lumber are much improved over 
the conditions of thirty days back. The strike in the 
building trades cannot any longer be regarded as a 
factor in withholding operations, but as already pointed 
out the enhanced cost of construction in both labor and 
material has caused the indefinite postponement of a 
considerable amount of operative work. The box makers 
are still on strike and some of the planing mill hands 
are taking a vacation, but this does not affect the gen- 
eral situation. 

The situation in the hemlock branch of the trade is 
the most interesting at present and the most puzzling. 
By common consent the manufacturers withdrew their 
salesmen from the road from May 19 to June 1. The 
desire to book orders became so keen that the salesmen 
were making offerings at prices much under what was 
supposed to be the ruling rates and it was thought that 
if the trade got a rest of, a few days there might be an 
improved demand with the beginning of June. So the 
salesmen have all gone fishing. 

An improvement in the hardwood trade is noticeable. 
Yard stocks are lower and there is more inclination to 
buy. Quartered white oak is very much off. A lot of 
inferior stuff not suited for quartering is being put into 
the grade. On the other hand, complaints are heard of 
difficulty in getting good sound wide stock. Cypress is 
on the up grade and poplar is being sold a little easier 
than it was. Maple and birch are first class stock. 

A feature of the general market at this time is the 
tendency to use culls and low grades whenever they may 
be employed. This is due to the high prices of lumber 
generally. Chestnut culls, for instance, are always in 
good demand, while the upper grades are scarcely mov- 
ing. Similarly, the cheaper second growth Virginia 
a leaf pine is being used as a substitute for hem- 
ock. 
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FROM THE SMOKY CITY. 


PittsBurG, Pa., May 22.—Prices are being held rather 
firm, though a weakness in white pine and in oak is 
noticeable. No. 1 hemlock stock boards are selling at 
from $16.50 to $17.50; yard sizes, short lengths, from 
$15 to $16. Shingles are slow, but lath is in good 
demand. 

The West Virginia Spruce Lumber Company has been 
incorporated by the interests owning the West Virginia 
Pulp & Paper Company at Luke, Md., and will erect a 
saw mill at Leather Bank creek on the Greenbrier 
river, in West Virginia. ; 

Charles Rk. Henderson, a lumberman from Montreal, 
Can., was at the Monogahela house this week. 

The members of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Associa- 
{ion of Western Pennsylvania held a meeting on Satur- 
day evening at the Hotel Victoria. A banquet followed 
the business session. About forty members of the asso- 
ciation were present. The purpose of the meeting was 
to prepare a new retail price list, but very little was 
done on this score. There was considerable discussion, 
however, which may lead to a new schedule being 
adopted. 

Nelson E. Bell has opened a wholesale lumber office 
on the eighth floor of the Park building. Mr, Bell is 
at present on a western trip after lumber. 

The L, L. Satler Lumber Company has purchased a 
new tract of timber land in Berwinsdale, near Irwona, 
on the Pennsylvania railroad, northern division. 

J. I. M. Wilson, a wholesale lumber dealer, has recently 
opened an office in the Park building. 

C. F, Balsley replaces Thomas P. Strand in the 
employ of Mead & Speer. 

The Penn Lumber Company is busy at its plant at 
St. Mary’s, Pa. The company is cutting timber and is 
rushing through, but expects to shut down shortly. Fred 
Wilmarth, manager of the Pittsburg branch, has just 
returned from the west, where he completed arrange- 
ments to handle the stock for the American Lumber 
Company in western Pennsylvania and in eastern Ohio. 

Richard Wilmarth has returned to the city from Ala- 
bama, where he represented the J. M. Hastings Lumber 
Company. 





MONUIIENTAL CITY NOTES. 


BALTIMORE Mp., May 24.—The lumber situation is 
assuming a more favorable aspect than many persons 
interested in the business were disposed to admit would 
be the case some time ago. Considerable activity has 
developed among the builders; and while the prospective 
structures do not compare in size with those contracted 
for last year, their aggregate value is running up the 
totals to respectable figures. Last week one builder 
obtained a permit to erect eighty or more houses in one 
locality, the total outlay being estimated at $65,000. 
Other enterprises of a similar character, but of smaller 
dimensions, are under way or already launched; and 
if the suburban development project set ‘afoot not long 
ago can be gotten well under way this summer a decided 
impetus will be given to the lumber business of the city. 

The North Carolina pine movement is of moderate 
proportions, and the receipts are keeping pace with the 
requirements. Stocks are in the main well assorted and 
no delay is being experienced in the filling of orders. 
The box makers are in the market to a considerable 
extent, the demand for their product having been stimu- 
lated by the approach of the canning season. Planing 
mills proceed cautiously, so as to meet any decided 
change in the situation with small holdings. 

The foreign business affords much ground for satis- 
faction. European consumers are purchasing quite freely 
and values hold up fairly well. White pine is in good 
shape. Cypress is holding its own in point of prices, 
with the requirements of the trade moderate. Pop!ar 
continues to be an active seller, being in strong request. 
Under the circumstances it is only natural that the 
market should be firm at top-notch quotations. No new 
development of note has occurred in the hardwoods. 
Quick delivery stock continues to command high figures, 
while the basis for future contracts is rather unstable. 
Stocks are arriving at points of distribution or con- 
sumption in increased quantities and values remain 
easy. The export situation is without notable changes. 

The saw mill of the Bear Creek Lumber Company, at 
Friendsville, Md., is being operated at its full capacity. 
From 30,000 to 50,000 feet is the daily output, but the 
productive power of the mill is ultimately to be increased 
to 100,000 feet in ten hours. 

Samuel Wheeler, formerly connected with E. M. 
Lazarus & Co., and afterward in business here on his 
own account, but for some time past engaged in logging 
and lumbering operations in the southwestern part of 
Virginia, was in Baltimore recently. He reports that he 
is very busy and finds ready sale for all he can get out. 





ALONG THE PENOBSCOT. 


Bancor, MrE., May 21.—There have been just three 
warm days thus far this spring, all the rest of them 
cold and windy or cold and rainy. The first warm days 
set the snow up north to melting go fast that soon the 
rivers were at freshet pitch, and only the sudden return 
of the cold weather saved much damage along the 
Penobscot. The first freshet had no sooner begun to 
subside than along came a series of heavy rains, which 
again raised the rivers to floods, and for weeks the 
mills were shut down. Last week the freshet had so 
far subsided as to allow of the mills starting again, and 
now nearly all the saws are going. 

The New York market is said not to have improved — 


since the holding here of the lumbermen’s convention, 
prices being quoted very low, but notwithstanding this 
condition, lumber is going forward in considerable quan- 
tities. It is to be assumed, as one manufacturer says is 
the fact, that, in view of the agreement not to ship any 
lumber on the market, all the cargoes now being shipped 
have been sold before loaded. A good deal of lumber is 
going to Boston and other nearby ports, but by far the 
greatest part of the shipments are to New York, sound 
ports and to “Vineyard Haven for orders.” Freights 
continue at $2.50 to New York and $2.25 to the sound. 

The first of the European deal fleet is here—the Brit- 
ish steamship Gladys, which brought 2,600 tons of sul- 
phur from Licata for various pulp mills along the 
Penobscot. She will be loaded for West Hartlepool, 
England, by Stetson, Cutler & Co. Several other steam- 
ships have been chartered to take deals from Bangor to 
ports in the United Kingdom, and it is said that a very 
considerable part of Bangor’s large spruce will find a 
market in Europe. The spool wood trade, which gener- 
ally amounts to 5,000,000 to 7,000,000 feet a year, will 
be larger than usual this season, exports being now esti- 
mated at 8,000,000 feet. This white birch is sawed out 
early in the spring, but has to be piled up in cob-work 
for seasoning, and is not ready to ship until the middle 
of June. Several steamships have been chartered to 
carry cargoes of spool wood to Scotland and England, 
and the first of the fleet is due here about June 10. 

The drives are coming along fairly well, and there 
seems to be no doubt that all the logs cut last winter 
will reach the boom. 

The steam saw mill owned by Matthew Wilson, and 
situated two miles from Houlton, was burned, with a lot 
of lumber, on Wednesday. The loss is $10,000. 

The Tracadie Lumber Company, of which Bangor men 
are the principal members, has cut the past winter on 
the Big Tracadie river, New Brunswick, 10,000,000 feet 
of logs, mostly pine, and driven it all to boom in the 
short time of seven days. Half the output has been sold 
to New York parties, and the mills have been started for 
the season. 


QUIET TRADE AT PORTLAND. 


PorTLAND, ME., May 21.—The car trade of the past 
week has been very quiet. Yards are only fairly well 
stocked, but buyers show an inclination to hold off 
in the hope of lower prices. This is especially the case 
in the matter of dry spruce boards, of which the quan- 
tity in first hands is small. Combination prices are 
asked on all articles and quite generally obtained in 
the limited business which is done, although buyers try 
to bear the market by saying that they can buy 50 cents 
off list prices. Undoubtedly this is true in some indi- 
vidual cases, but the cutting is chiefly done by small 
mills and those that are anxious te turn their stock into 
money. There is no over-stock anywhere and no good 
reason for a decline in prices. Reports from the drives 
indicate good progress, 

The exporters are busy, mostly on old orders. No 
new charters have been reported during the week, but 
there is a good deal of inquiry for new business. Prices 
are firm at last quotations, and one of the best signs is 
the fact that cargoes of spruce are being put up mill 
run without sorting into the usual grades which have 
prevailed for so many years. Three vessels are loading 
for River Plate and one is chartered for Rio Janeiro. 


The Ohio Field. 


FROM THE FOREST CITY. 

CLEVELAND, O., May 21.—The lumber business, we 
must admit, is not as good as at this time last year, but 
on taking a survey of the principal yards throughout 
the city a cheerful and satisfactory report was given. 
White pine seems to be much more in demand than either 
norway or hemlock. This, your correspondent thinks, is 
largely owing to the fact that the majority of lumber 
used so far this spring has gone into boxes, crating, 
flasks, patterns and use in manufacturing establish- 
ments more than for building purposes. However, we 
note a marked increase in orders for buildings last week 
over any previous week so far this year. 

Ordinarily the falling off in the price of any commod- 
ity has a more or less tendency to check the demand for 
that commodity for a time. As to lumber the 
demand has notably increased rather than otherwise. 
Particularly is this true for building lumber, such 
as piece stuff and the kind of lumber used in the 
construction of buildings, etc. Carpenters through- 
out the city are practically all employed, and at 
wages, so far as we have heard, that are quite 
satisfactory, and it is believed there will be no dis- 
turbance or strikes in this city this year. The demand 
for shingles during the past week was very perceptibly 
better than for any week for some time. Lath, too, 
moved out quite freely. Both of these are indicative of 
the increase in the building trade throughout the city. 

F. R. Gilchrist & Co. are reported to have said for 
their trade last week: “We have booked more orders 
for buildings than for any week this year, and inquiries 
for maple flooring from Philadelphia and Baltimore 
have been more plentiful than for a long time.” 

Potter-Teare & Co. say: “Our home orders are quite 
satisfactory, and we were able to make sales with much 
less dickering than for some time past.” 

The Cuyahoga Lumber Company says: “We have 
had all our teams could well do for the past six days, 
and a fair proportion of our orders have been for house 
jobs. Our carpenter customers are all busy.” 

The Mills-Gray-Carleton Company reports its car 
trade for last week the best for any week this year, and 
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orders for “specials” unusually large. Under the exist- 
ing conditions the company has no fault to find either 
with prices or trade. 

The Ellenberger Lumber Company is in an exceedingly 
cheerful condition, and from this we are left to imagine 
it has little, if any, fault to find. The company was 
taking in white pine all last week very rapidly, and 
its yards had the appearance as if everything was on 
the move. 

The C. H. Gill Lumber Company reports having been 
fortunate in securing several large city orders for hem- 
lock piece stuff. This company, too, is taking in lvm- 
ber quite freely. 

The M. G. Browne Lumber Company was somewhat 
reticent as to making any decided statement concern- 
ing the situation one way or the other, but from what 
its representatives did say, your correspondent was led 
to the belief that he thought it was getting its share of 
the trade. 

The Fisher & Wilson Company was not called on, tut 
from the fact that it was heard from several times dur- 
ing the week with inquiries for lumber to piece cut 
hurry-up out-of-town orders, it is believed that it is 
doing a satisfactory proportion of the current business. 

The Saginaw Bay Company was not heard to make a 


‘complaint during all last week; in fact, its managers 


were unusually cheerful, so that we are prone to believe 
it was in line with the rest, with a fairly satisfactory 
trade, all things considered. 

A shortage of lumber because of the great Ottawa fire 
and the extreme drouth in the north, which will be very 
noticeably felt throughout the country a little later on, 
had, we think, a decided effect upon trade conditions in 
all sections of the country. Many of the wise men of 
the country predict, though the demand for lumber is 
much less than last year, that this shortage will cause 
a firmness in prices, if not a decided advance before the 
close of this year. 


TRADE ON THE OHIO RIVER. 


CincINNATI, O., May 22.—This was the day on which 
the committee on the selection of a district deputy 
inspector was to report under chairman M. B. Farrin. 
However, the meeting was called off, as the committee 
found that it was not ready to report, not having suc- 
ceeded in finding a man for the place fully answering 
the demands to be made upon the incumbent of this 
very important position. When the right man is found, 
according to the means that the committee has of dis- 
covering him, a meeting will be called and a report 
duly made. One thing certain in this connection is 
that the members of this committee fully realize the 
importance of making a right start in this inspection 
system, and will leave no stone unturned in their efforts 
to secure a man well equipped in every respect for the 
duties, arduous and im every way exacting as they 
surely will be. The committee is not confining itself to 
the local field in searching for the man needed, but is 
carefully scanning and inspecting all the material in 
sight, far and near. It is likely that another week will 
see a selection made. 

President Moffett, of the Lumbermen’s Club, has 
about made the selection of his committees for the 
ensuing year, but the announcement of them will not 
be made until some time next week, as it is barely pos- 
sible that some changes may be required at the last 
minute. President Moffett and Secretary Hay are 
giving the matter their earnest attention, as the work 
of the club is of course largely at the direction and 
disposal of the committees. 

W. B. Hay, with M. B. Farrin, reports business good 
on the whole, although some branches show much more 
activity than others. Maley, Thompson & Moffett also 
report business excellent. 

J. Watt Graham says there is nowhere the slightest 
indication of any approaching softening of prices. 

Wiborg, Hanna & Co. are still grappling with a boom- 
ing demand. 








NEWS. 


The Indian Creek Coal & Lumber Company, recently 
organized by John Husband, of Mount Pleasant, Pa., 
and other capitalists of that section, will build a new 
railroad up Indian creek from Indian Creek station, 
connecting with the Baltimore & Ohio railroad at Boli- 
var, Opening up a country rich in coal, lumber, fire 
clay and building stone. 

It is hinted that some of the recent forest fires in 
Michigan have been started purposely in order to hide 
evidence of trespasses on state timber lands. 

Notwithstanding all the efforts that have been made 
to prevent the importation of foreign labor in southern 
stavemaking operations the practice continues. An 
Austrian syndicate has just imported 100 Germans to 
operate in Magoffin county, Kentucky, and expects to 
have 300 at work by July 1. 

Brainerd, Minn., has a lumberman’s hospital organ- 
ized in 1893, which takes care of about 300 patients each 
year. 

Major C. Werden Deane, mayor of Antigo, Wis., scold 
1,680 acres of land in the northwestern part of Langley 
county to the Log & Tie Company, of Tomahawk. The 
consideration was a little over $10,000. 

A $10,000 timber raft belonging to the Knapp, Stout 
& Co. Company recently started on a nocturnal trip down 
the river at St. Louis, but was fortunately intercepted 
and brought back without material expense to the com- 
pany. The company has had a recent disagreement with 
lumber handlers at St. Louis, which is thought to have 
had something to do with the raft’s breaking loose. 
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WEST TENNESSEE HARDWOOD CONDITIONS. 


Mempuis, TENN., May 22.—Lumbermen in_ this 
immediate district are just now seriously considering 
and frequently discussing one of the most important 
schemes which have been suggested for the good of the 
point as a lumber market and mill center in years. 
The proposition is the establishment of a big barge line 
to operate either up or down the river to Memphis and 
make such arrangements here that there will be no 
trouble in either unloading logs or lumber. 

The log men in the Lumbermen’s Club have taken 
the initiative in the matter, but it is almost assured 
that in the event the scheme is consummated the whole- 
sale dealers who have mills in the district which are 
accessible to the river will join hands and use the line 
also for their manufactured product. It is rumored in 
lumber circles that at the last meeting of the club this 
question was the chief topic for discussion, and every 
one of the mill men, it is understoed, is in favor of 
pushing the matter. One thing is certain, and that is, 
that one of the largest Mississippi river steamboat 
companies operating south of the Ohio river is now 
figuring on the cost, and it is understood that a propo- 
sition of a tangible character has been submitted by 
these. parties to put the line in. 

Of course it would be necessary to have an incline, 
and the question of location would be governed by the 
cost. What the lumbermen want is for such an unload- 
ing place to be immediately contiguous to a railroad 
track so that there would be no trouble as to terminal 
delivery. The one which is regarded as the most prac- 
ticable is at the old Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis 
incline, just south of the Memphis bridge, and which 
has not been in use since the completion of the bridge. 
It is believed that this property will be turned loose by 
its present owners at a reasonable figure, and as it 
directly connects with switching facilities, no objection 
from the railroad viewpoint could be warrantably urged. 

S. P. C. Hostler, representing the Kirk-Christy Com- 
pany, of Cleveland, O., was in Memphis to-day, having 
just returned from a trip through the Yazoo delta. 
The object of his trip was to investigate the conditions 
as to stocks. He says he found no large amount of dry 
stock, but that there was quite a nice accumulation 
there of quartered oak. He estimates that in that 
immediate vicinity alone there are 12,000,000 feet of 
this particular kind of lumber. He regards the chances 
favorable to downward prices. 

For a time after the rainy spell of several weeks ago 
some of the mill men had considerable trouble in get- 
ting their logs to this center, for the reason that many 
of their rafts were scattered. It was printed in the 
Lumberman at the time that few were lost, though it 
required considerable labor to get them all together 
again. This condition has now changed, and the mill 
men are now receiving all the river logs they need, and 
about the only trouble in this connection is that which 
grows out of inadequate barge facilities. 

For some time it has been rumored in Memphis that 
another large saw mill was likely to go up either in 
North or South Memphis, and while those on the inside 
knew who the head men in the concern were, only late 
last week was announcement made for publication 
authoritatively. The mill will have a capacity of 30,000 
feet a day, and will be operated by the Memphis Saw 
Mill Company, and EF. E. Taenzer, of E. E. Taenzer 
& Co., is president of the company. The other 
incorporators are as follows: A. N. Thompson, vice- 
president; J. W. McClure, secretary and treasurer: F. 
W. Schaffer, George L. Smith and C. B. Paul. Mr. Paul 
will be superintendent, All the gentlemen in the firm 
are practical in the business, and it is believed that they 
will make a success of their enterprise, The mill will 
be located on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley railroad 
tracks in South Memphis, very near to the location 
of I. M. Darnell & Son’s plant. Work on the new two- 
story mill will commence in a very short time. This 
company will have no connection whatever with the 
business affairs of E. E. Taenzer & Co. 





ALONG THE CUPBERLAND RIVER. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., May 22.—The success which has 
attended the lumber business in Nashville has influenced 
another firm to enter the field. Messrs. Samuel D. 
Ransom and Nathaniel W. Gennett are the gentlemen 
who will compose the firm. They will embark in business 
June 1. They will do a general lumber business, buy 
logs on the railroad and river and will ship them to 
Nashville to be sawed. For the present they will not 
build a mill. Mr. Ransom is an experienced lumberman 
and is now in the employ of John B. Ransom & Co. 
Mr. Gennett is a competent man of business, and is at 
present in the treasurer’s office of the Cumberland 
Telephone Company. The young men start into business 
under most favorable auspices. 

A prominent lumberman remarked to your correspond- 
ent to-day that the outlook seemed brighter to him than 


for some time. “I must confess that several months 
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ago things looked a little blue,” he said, “but our 
business this month is bigger than the corresponding 
month last year. We have averaged five carloads a day 
and are satisfied.” Other dealers report business good 
for this time of year, but most of them state it does 
not come up to last year. 

There are no changes in prices. Quartered oak is 
still off a dollar or so, and plain oak and poplar are at 
the same prices. All dealers are pretty well stocked 
up and although there is little lumber coming to market, 
awing to the low stage of water in the river, it is not 
missed at present, although the scarcity will be felt 
later. 

Cc. W. Holmes, of Memphis, representing the J. A. 
Holmes Lumber Co., of St. Louis, was in town this week. 

John W. Boyd and Hamilton Love, of Love, Boyd & 
Co., have returned from a two months’ European trip. 
They saw the big exposition move off, and all else that 
could be seen in Europe in so short a time. In addi- 
tion to having a good time and pleasant vacation they 
got some new points about the lumber business. The 
travelers say it is worth taking a trip to Europe to 
tind what a good thing we have of it at home. 

There is promise that Nashville will develop a lum- 
ber trade with Greece. The Greek consul here, Mr. 
Panagiotopulo, is in receipt of a communication from 
his government relative to the hardwoods of this sec- 
tion, and desiring information about prices, rates, ship- 
ping facilities, etc. He sent his government some litera- 
ture on the subject and says he thinks there is a good 
chance for exporters to build up a trade with Athens, 
as most of the lumber used there is imported. 

B. F. Ellis has been stationed at Nashville as the 
special representative of Williams & Van Roden, of 
Philadelphia, This firm has an agreement with T. H. 
Dunlap & Co., of Nashville, for buying and manufac- 
turing lumber. This agreement will be continued and 
Mr. Ellis will buy logs and lumber. 

Thomas W. Fry, representing the Charles F. Luehr- 
mann Hardwood Lumber Company, of St. Louis, was in 
the city recently buying lumber. Mr. Fry’s company 
operates two mills in Arkansas, one at Luxora and 
one at Weiner. It has also a new mill at Noble, Ark., 
which will soon begin work. 

Another eastern lumberman in the city last week 
was H. B. Thomas, of Goodhue & Evans, Philadelphia. 
This firm takes the output of the band mill of Good- 
rich & Hiller at Fayetteville, where Mr. Thomas spends 
most of his time. It was the mill of Goodrich & Hiller 
that blew up recently, an account of which appeared in 
the Lumberman. It will soon be rebuilt, Mr. Goodhue 
being in Cincinnati making arrangements for the erec- 
tion of the mill. 





TENNESSEE HARDWOOD NOTES. 

BROWNSVILLE, TENN.. May 19.—The region hereabout, 
the Big Hatchie river territory, is now receiving consid- 
erable attention from lumber concerns of the middle west 
and east. A number of large firms have representatives 
on the ground and many smaller establishments are 
doing well and are making good-sized shipments. 

Orders are plentiful and prices fair. The market on 
poplar is firm; white oak is weak; piain-sawed red oak 
is very firm. The log supply is light in the immediate 
territory at this season. 

Bomer Bros., hardwood lumber manufacturers, have 
located their general office here, it being in charge of 
J. O. Bomer. They formerly had their main office at 
Carolina, Tenn. This firm operates six mills located in 
Warren and Yazoo counties, Mississippi. E. J. Bomer 
conducts the office at Redwood, Miss. They shipped last 
week two barges of lumber from the Yazoo river to St. 
Louis, there to be transferred to cars to be shipped 
throughout the west. These barges contained over 500,- 
000 feet each of high-grade poplar. The firm handles 
from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 feet annually, poplar being 
the principal output. They recently sustained a heavy 
loss to their mills and logs in Mississippi from the 
floods, but are now getting in shape again. 

C. E, Bruce, of the Byrn Lumber Company, has 
returned recently from a health-seeking trip to Florida, 
which he reports unsuccessful. 

J. W. Byrn & Co. are turning out spokes and single- 
trees from oak timber. Their shipments go to Louisville 
and St. Louis wagon manufacturers principally. 

F. J. Blackwell has improved his plant near Jones, this 
county. His shipments, which consist of quartered and 
plain-sawed gum and hickory, go to St. Louis, Louisville 
and Grand Rapids, Mich. He also made a good shipment 
recently to Marietta, Ga., consisting of heading. 

O. G, Fitzgerald & Son have lately removed their entire 
business to Shepp, Tenn. 

R. W. Haralson & Son are preparing to ship 200,000 
feet of poplar, gum and oak. This goes forward in a day 
or two. 

Ed Matthews is now representing at Brownsville 
Thompson, Bonnell & Co., of Grand Rapids, Mich, J. C. 
Buck & Co., of Chicago, have as their representative here, 
in the same capacity, John Rosewarne. Both these firms 
handle large amounts of red oak from their yards here. 

Building material is in demand now In Brownsville, 
Memphis and other points in west Tennessee. Much 
building is being done. At the first named place a brick 
famine exists, which has delayed contractors who are 
supplying brick stores, schools, ete., several of which are 
in prospect. 

George W. Steagall, a wealthy lumberman and con- 
tractor of Tullahoma, Tenn., is making preparations to 
erect a building in that city on the famous old Park 
hotel site. The details of the structure, which will be a 
handsome one, are being prepared by Architect G, H. 
Freese, of Tell City, Ind. The’ interior will be in hard- 


woods with carved work and moldings. The exterior will 
be of pressed brick. Mr. Steagall is now residing at 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Gillett Bros., who have operated a mill here to supply 
the Boston firm of E. A. Gillett & Sons with raw mate- 
rial consumed in their carriage factory and who -have 
also for several years shipped hickory to the Thompson 
& Bonnell Lumber Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
from this city, will probably leave here within the next 
few months. It is reliably stated that they have pur- 
chased a large tract in Arkansas. 





HARDWOODS IN THE ALLEGHENIES. 

DuNLo, Pa., May 16.-—This is a hemlock region, and 
not much attention is paid to hardwoods here, except for 
the consumption of the coal mines, in which this region 
abounds. What oak is here goes mostly into car stuff 
material for car construction and into bill stuff for the 
coal inines, which use it for trestles, mine wagons and 
many other purposes. Other hardwoods are hard and 
soft maple, beech and birch. These are cut chiefly for 
local consumption. They are used to a considerable 
extent as a substitute for oak about the mines, Consid- 
erable of these woods goes into 3x4 for mine rails, which 
are used on the short tracks which extend sideways 
from the headings and entries in the mines. Some of 
the maple is cut into 2-inch and 24-inch and shipped to 
manuiacturers, largely of agricultural implements. 
Some birch is used in the same way. The boards are 
usually worked into flooring for local use. 

The maple in this region is very fine, but no effort 
has ever been made to produce maple flooring of a high 
grade. 

There appears to be little in the way of hardwood 
stocks at the mills in this section. Nearly all manu- 
facturers have been giving attention chiefly to hem- 
lock. The chief demand for hardwoods at present is 
now, as usual, from the mines, which are doing a very 
prosperous business. Kunns & GoopwIn. 





MICHIGAN HARDWOOD CUT AND PRICES. 


CADILLAC, Micu., May 21.—Our cut of hardwood is 
smaller than last year, because we were fearful that the 
sleighing would not be of sufficient length to allow us 
to get the timber to our mill, and further because we 
put in so much more hemlock than last year. However, 
we think there is about the same amount in this section 
cut aud to be cut as there was a year ago. We do not 
know of any dry stock to speak of. 

Trade is not as good as it was a year ago; at least 
we are not having as many opportunities to contract as 
we did then. Prices offered are as good as then, but 
not so good as they were last fall and winter. 

Maple predominates among hardwoods here, and there 
is at present a good demand for end-cured white stock 
at an advance over last year’s prices, but we expect to 
sell the balance of the stock at a little less than we did 
a year ago. Soft elm is off a little in demand and price 
also, we think. 

We are not so well posted on hardwoods as formerly 
because of our comparatively small output, and are 
more interested in hemlock prices, as we cut ten times as 
much of the latter. Murpuy & Diacrns. 





POPLAR PRICES IN THE AIR. 


MariETTA, O., May 19.—The hardwood industry in 
this vicinity can be considered only from the viewpoint 
of a buyer, as the only hardwoods being manufactured 
in this part of Ohio are small cuttings by farmers who 
use the lumber among themselves. 

Across the Ohio river, on the West Virginia side, 
practically the same conditions prevail, the only manu- 
facturing being that of small portable mills, who cut 
derrick stock for the oil trade. 

Prices on poplar are still up in the air, and we look 
for them to go higher. J. H. Becker & Co. 





HARDWOOD NOTES. 


John Coleman and Robert Dunbar, of Williamsport, 
Pa., have purchased 1,200 acres of hardwood and yellow 
poplar land in Nicholas county, W. Va. 

The Oval Wood Dish Company, of Traverse City, 
Mich., has purchased 26,000 acres of hardwood in the 
upper peninsula. 

The Sanders & Egbert Company, of Goshen, Ind., has 
purchased of the Des Moines Lumber Company a con- 
siderable amount of walnut logs now at Gallatin, Mo. 
A large proportion of these logs will be prepared for 
exportation. 

Experiments are now «being made as to the availa- 
bility of the various varieties of southern gum for paper 
making. 

N. Newhouse & Co., of Corvallis, Tex., have purchased 
5,000 acres of oak timber near Dallas, known as the 
Guthrie tract, and will at once begin lumbering. 

The J. H. McGill Lumber Company, of McGill, Mo.. 
has just sold to the Des Moines Lumber Company, of 
Kansas City, $7,000 worth of walnut logs, which was 
undoubtedly one of the finest parcels of walnut remain- 
in the state of Missouri. The purchaser is preparing 
the best of the logs for export and will saw up the rest 
at its Kansas City mill. 

A. C. Caven, an English lumber dealer, has arranged 
to export hardwoods from Tennessee, with Greenville 
as his shipping point. He will ship direct to Liverpool 
as soon as he can arrange with the railroads for an 
export rate. Mr. Caven will make his headquarters 
upon this side of the water at Greenville, 
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IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY. 





Labor Troubles Create Uncertainty at St. Louis and Kansas City—Enormous Crops Promised 
in Kansas and Oklahoma—A Setback for the Strikers at [Moss Point, [iss.— Meeting 
of Southeastern Cypress [Manufacturers—A Slight Improvement at the Texas 
Mills—Export Demand Continues Heavy. 





FROM THE ST. LOUIS STANDPOINT. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., May 23.—There is enough of an uncer- 
tainty about things to cause both buyers and sellers 
of lumber to use great conservatism in all their dealings. 
Those urgently in need of business are making radical 
price inducements in order to rapidly turn over their 
stock, and they are successful in booking considerable 
new business. This action is naturally having a de- 
pressing effect upon values in general, and causing those 
who are able to buy small lots at low figures to get the 
impression that these are the ruling prices, but the 
majority of the wholesalers are contenting themselves 
with a small business and are biding their time until 
the reaction sets in. 

That there is a large amount of business waiting until 
things reach a point where the future can be prognos- 
ticated is proved by the hundreds of inquiries that are 
daily being received. This is more particularly true of 
yellow pine than of hardwoods, but it is noticeable in all 
branches of the business. It is stated by those who are 
watching the situation closely that the consumption is 
far in excess of the amount of lumber changing hands 
and that country stocks are necessarily decreasing 
rapidly. This almost, if not quite, counterbalances the 
continued production of lumber and eases off what would 
otherwise be an unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

The yellow pine people still report a small volume of 
business. Sales have been larger during the past week 
than during the previous week, but the situation, in 
the main, is the same. Prices are on a lower basis than 
they were a few weeks ago and it is pretty generally 
understood that those who report a good volume of 
business are the ones who are going after it with induce- 
ments. However, enough new business is coming in to 
enable nearly everybody to say that the mills are still 
behind with their orcers. On the whole, there is less 
dissatisfaction and kicking at trade conditions than at 
last report and it can be said that things have improved 
to some extent. 

Thus far the effort being made to curtail the yellow 
pine output has been unsuccessful. All who have 
expressed opinions on the subject say it is the thing to 
do, but they nearly all give some reason why it will be 
hard for them to shut down one or two days a week. 
They want the production cut down but want the other 
fellow to do it. Opinion around town is to the effect that 
some kind of concerted action in this direction will be 
taken in the near future, but it is not thought it will 
be attempted until the mills get caught up on their 
orders. 

Hardwoods are moving in greatly reduced volume, both 
into and out of the city, and no one reports a satisfac- 
tory business except those who were fortunate enough 
to hdve good stocks of those varieties of lumber mostly 
in demand, such as poplar or red oak. The wholesale 
yards are moving some stock and are buying freely of the 
most desirable offerings. 

The statistical report of the St. Louis Hardwood & 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Exchange shows a smaller move- 
ment of lumber into and out of the city than during 
the preceding week. Daily reports from each railroad 
and packet company show the receipts to have aggregated 
26,172,000 feet, while the shipments were 15,348,000 feet. 

The local situation shows little change since last 
report. The labor troubles still absorb the interest of 
the people and things seem to be no nearer a settlement 
than they were a week ago. Those paying more par- 
ticular attention to the iocal than to the country trade 
take considerable comfort in the report that real estate 
transfers were greater during the past week than during 
any previous week this year. This is a sign of the times 
that is keeping them optimistic in their forecasts of the 
situation, and they expect to make a big showing this 
year. 

R. T. Witbeck, of Heath, Witbeck & Co., Chicago, was 
in the city a few days this week, being on his way into 
the southern hardwood country. 

The local lumbermen are beginning to take action 
toward arranging the details of their annual outing. This 
year’s affair is to be at Creve Coeur lake, a beautiful 
spot on the Missouri Pacific railway about an hour’s 
ride from the city, and it will be an all day affair. The 
day set is Thursday, June 14, and it will be regarded, 
as heretofore, as a general lumber holiday in St. Louis. 
The details of the affair are being looked after by the 
St. Louis Hardwocd & Lumber Manufacturer’s Exchange 
and the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association. 

_W. B. Weston, well known to the iumbermen of this 
city and the southwestern country through his position 
as assistant sales agent of the Carnegie Steel Company 
in this district, has been appointed manager of the 
Mexican office of the company and will leave this week 
to assume his new duties. His territory includes all of 
Mexico. He is succeeded in this city by J. W. Rundle. 

_ The Moses P. Johnson Manufacturing Company, of this 
city, made an assignment last week to Joseph O’Leary 
for the benefit of creditors. The liabilities are not given, 
but the assets consist of real estate and a stock of 
machinery yalued at about $25,000. 


The incorporation of the Consoiidated Lumber & Stor- 
age Company last week has attracted considerable inter- 
est and comment among the local hardwood people during 
tlie past few days. This company is the result of condi- 
tions which have prevailed in this city during the past 
month or so, and the stockholders are all receivers of 
lumber who do not have yards in which to store such 
lumber as they cannot sell on the open market. A large 
yard with excellent switching facilities has been secured 
in the northern part of the city and lumber will be 
received and sold from this location instead of from 
the unloading tracks of the various railroads, thus doing 
away with the ground rent imposed of late by the rail- 
roads. The incorporators are A. J. Lang, J. D. Harnett, 
E. H. Hill, J, A. Trump and Alcee Stewart. 





IN THE MISSOURI-KANSAS DISTRICT. 


Kansas City, Mo., May 22.—Wholesalers here say 
that theif trade is light. There appears to be a lull 
in the demand from all sections. It is hard to account 
entirely for this lack of trade at this time. Some of 
the country dealers say that their customers are waiting 
until after the wheat is harvested, and that they look 
for a good demand after July. Others say that the 
farmers are holding off in hopes that retail prices will 
decline later on this season, and they will be able to 
get their building material cheaper than they can at 
present. Still others say it is presidential election year 
and that this is going to affect the demand and is doing 
so already. It is of course easy to account for the 
lack of trade from the large cities. They are all going 
through labor troubles, and there is hardly a place of 
any considerable size but what building is being ham- 
pered on this account. For example, St. Joseph, Mo., 
has not as yet had any strikes, but building which 
started out with great activity at the beginning of the 
year is almost at a standstill. Dealers there say that 


the union mechanics are getting restless and are 
making demands for higher wages. The contractors 


and people who are planning to build extensively are 
afraid to begin and are waiting for the labor troubles to 
blow over. 

At Kansas City the labor situation is worse than 
ever. There has not been a large contract let this 
month, and there is no telling when one will be. The 
lockout is in force stronger than ever, and non-union 
men are coming into the city from every direction to 
take the place of the strikers. The strikers are becoming 
ugly, and today the papers report two places where 
the negro hod carriers, who started the trouble in the 
first place, resorted to violence, wounding several non- 
union white men who had taken their places. The 
police were on the scene promptly and show a disposi- 
tion to prevent any outbreaks of this kind. However, 
the situation is serious and the fight between the con- 
tractors and the mechanics at Kansas City is appar- 
ently no nearer an amicable adjustment than it was 
a month ago. The’unions have thus far kept their 
pledges on the convention hall work, for which they 
are to be commended. This work has been declared 
exempt by both sides. 

Last week a number of soaking rains fell all over 
this territory. It practically assured an enormous yield 
of wheat in Kansas and Oklahoma, and they are now 
claiming that the crop will beat all previous records. 
This is encouraging for the dealers located in the wheat 
belt who have been figuring on a heavy fall demand if 
wheat turns out well. The chances are that the country 
trade in the fall will be fully up to the average, and 
while most of the dealers are complaining on account 
of the present lack of demand, they express the opinion 
that they will be busy in the fall and will round out 
the year in good shape. 

Wholesale price conditions are about the same as 
Jast reported. Yellow pine is weak and there is no 
encouragement held out for firmer prices in the near 
future. Hardwoods have also declined somewhat since 
the first of the month, while shingles seem to have 
recovered a little. White pine and cypress are reported 
fully as firm as ever, and the sash and door manufac- 
turers say they are still in line on their prices. 

As to the demand, it is below normal and there is a 
general disposition on the part of the dealers everywhere 
to order just as little as possible. This is shown by 
the fact that dealers are sending in orders badly mixed 
and want the stock shipped with extra promptness. It 
can hardly be expected that the demand will improve 
for three or four weeks, as the dealers will not buy 
until there isa visible improvement in their own 
demand, and the most of them want to get rid of con- 
siderable of the stock they now have on hand before 
buying any more. 

The Sawyer & Austin Lumber Company, whose plant 
at Pine Bluff, Ark., one of the finest in the south, has 
only recently been completed, will maintain a permanent 
office at Kansas City and the trade of this section will 
be handled from here. The office is located at 218 New 
York Life building, and is in charge of D. A, Kendall, 


one of the members of the firm, and one of the best 
known lumbermen in this territory. 

Judge Dougherty, of the Dougherty-Moss Lumber 
Company, St. Joseph, Mo., is in the city today on 
business 

W. A. Comstock, of Comstock & Stout, McLouth, Kan., 
is in town buying a little lumber. Mr. Comstock reports 
present trade dull, but prospects good. 





NOTES ABOUT KANSAS: CITY PEOPLE. 


R. A. Long, of the Long-Bell Lumber Company, this 
city, some of whose interests are intimately associated 
with the development of Oklahoma and Kansas, says 
that the wheat crop in that section is an assured 
fact and the best in the history of the country. He 
says that harvesting will begin in Oklahoma now in 
a very few days and will proceed gradually north. 

The Norton Lumber Company, of Kansas City, Mo., 
reports that up to date the total business compazes 
very favorably with the business of last year, though 
it was distributed differently in the different months. 
Last year the business was comparatively small in the 
first months of the year, while this year the reverse 
was true. 

S. G. Turner, of the Saunders-Turner Lumber Com- 
pany, Kansas City, has just returned from the Pacific 
coast. He reports the lumber mills there running night 
and day trying to keep up with the orders on special 
bills. 

Elmer Goodlander, of Memphis, Tenn:, when seen 
by a Lumberman representative at Kansas City, reported 
that he was having a fairly active trade, though in 
many respects he said the market was undeniably weak. 

To many of the lumbermen even of Kansas City it 
will be news to learn that in that city there is now 
cperated and has been for some years, a strictly first 
class, up-to-date band saw mill. It is the plant of 
the Des Moines Lumber Company, of Kansas City, 
located on the Alton road on the outer edges of Kansas 
City toward Independence. The business is of such a 
nature that it does not figure prominently in the local 
trade of Kansas City or in the trade of that terri- 
tory. The product, which is confined to black wal- 
nut, is all exporied. The logs are secured by agents 
wh» scour the country and wherever a few trees are 
found they are purchased and delivered to the near- 
est railway station from which, when a carload has 
been accumulated, they are shipped to the plant in 
Kansas City. 

A surprise which was not at all mild was created 
in local railroad circles of St. Joseph and Kansas 
City, Mo., recently by the unexpected resignation of 
W. T. Robinson, jr., general manager of the St. Joseph 
& Grand Island road. This road under his manage- 
ment assisted by the experience and ability of -S. M. 
Adsit, the general freight and passenger agent, has 
achieved in recent years a success rarely equaled by 
a small line. Mr. Robinson will be succeeded by Ray- 
mond DuPuy, who was formerly superintendent of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western. 

C, J. Carter, of the C. J. Carter Lumber Company, 
Kansas City, Mo., thinks that the trade of 1900 will 
be that of an average year, though for the present he 
says there is being played a waiting game. Too many 
dealers are disposing of 14-foot 2x4s for example on 
orders calling for 12-foot, being afraid to buy on the 
present market. In other words country stocks are 
being reduced, which must of necessity later on be 
replaced with liberal purchases. 

Joe Bernardin, manager of William Buchanan’s sales 
department at Kansas City, holds to the view that the 
real values of yellow pine lumber are much higher 
at present than surface indications would suggest. The 
extremists, he says, cannot override the laws of supply 
and demand for any great length of time. 





FROM THE CRESCENT CITY. 


New ORLEANS, La., May 22.—From advices along the 
coast the strike situation at Moss Point is growing no 
better. On the contrary it is, if anything, getting worse. 
Denny & Woods, attorneys for the various mills of Moss 
Point, sued for and obtained an injunction from the 
chancery court against several hundred strikers, former 
employees of the Moss Point mills, restraining them from 
interfering by force, threats, intimidation and other 
unlawful means with the employees who are willing to 
go back to work. 

This is no doubt the first instance in which an injune- 
tion of this character has ever been issued in the south. 
Denny & Woods claim that there can be no question as 
to the jurisdiction of the court, and of its right to pun- 
ish anyone who disobeys its mandates in the premises. 
The mill men of Moss Point say that, although it is an 
arbitrary measure on its face, it is one which is rendered 
necessary by the exigencies of the situation and which 
will have a wonderful salutary effect. 

Some time last night some one attempted to interfere 
with the log boom in the Pascagoula river. Seemingly 
pretty determined efforts were made to break the boom. 
and today Sheriff Loughridge, at the request of the Pas- 
cagoula Boom Company, deputized four men and detailed 
them as watchmen. They will remain on the boom day 
and night until all danger is passed. 

The Ship Island canal project is now taking definite 
shape, and the men behind the movement to reopen it 
claim that they will have it in operation by October 1. 
M. J. Sanders, agent of the West India & Pacific Steam- 
ship Company, who is prominently interested in the 
movement,. has enlisted the sympathies, as well as the 
active aid, of a number of gentlemen whose names call 
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for something in lumberdom. He has one man on the 
gulf coast who promises to export 18,000,000 feet of 
Jumber annually through New Orleans, which now is 
loaded out at Ship Island. The canal will put New 
Orleans in direct touch with the Maurepas and Lake 
Borgne districts, the mills of the gulf coast and interior 
Alabama, through the Alabama and Warrior rivers. The 
entrance of lumber to this port by way of the canal, 
which will have a depth of 15 feet and a width of from 
90 to 100 feet, will mean the quadrupling of the amount 
of lumber now exported through New Orleans, 

A party of prominent lumbermen drifted into New 
Orleans last week. There were three in the party, John 
D. Early, a retired banker of Baltimore, who is a heavy 
holder of southern timber lands; his son-in-law, George 
D. Burgess, of Memphis, one of the best known hardwood 
exporters in the south, and Clarence R. Mengel, the sec- 
retary of the C. C. Mengel, jr. & Bro. Company, Louis- 
ville. The three gentlemen talked very entertainingly 
of the exporting of lumber through New Orleans. Mr. 
Burgess stated that from now on tonnage would be easier 
and that within sixty days he anticipated a fall in for- 
eign freight rates of fully 50 percent. 

The report comes from Ellisville, Miss., that a new saw 
mill has been arranged for which will have a capacity of 
100,000 feet a day. 

D. I. Halstead, a lumberman who hails from Dyers- 
burg, Tenn., was in New Orleans Thursday and Friday of 
last week on business. 

Among the prominent Louisiana lumbermen who were 
in New Orleans last week were H. H. Folk and J. C. 
Alexander, of Lumberton, and Charles 8. Ramsay, of 
Lake Charles. Mr. Ramsay was accompanied by his wife. 

The news of a big lumber deal comes from Collins, 
Miss., from which point it is reported that Mr. Martin 
Van Hennel, representing the Sage Land & Improve- 
ment Company, of Albany, N. Y., bought of J. H. Moore, 
representing Michigan property holders, $200,000 worth 
of pine lands. It is stated that the Sage Land & Improve- 
ment Company contemplates the erection of a saw mill 
at Collins. 

Work on the plant of the Williamsburg Lumber Com- 
pany, at Collins, Miss., is progressing finely. ‘There are 
over 100 men employed in erecting the plant and a large 
force is surveying the logging line, which will be oper- 
ated in the interests of the mill. Civil Engineer Hicks 
has charge of the surveying party, and grading will soon 
commence. Col. W. C. Woods is at the head of the entire 
lot of workers and he promises that the plant of the new 
company, when it is completed, will be the finest along 
the Gulf & Ship Tsand railroad. 

Col. L. D. McLain, president of the National bank of 
Monroe, La., and Edward Wisner, a wealthy man of that 
metropolis, spent a few days in the city last week. While 
Colonel McLain was not disposed to make light of the 
labor troubles in Winn parish, he thought the evil could 
be easiy eradicated. He declared himself to the effect 
that twenty determined men, armed with twenty good 
Winchesters, could quell the lawless element without 
any trouble, and the W. M. Gunton Lumber Company, 
which is located at the seat of the trouble, Rochelle, could 
operate in peace and comfort forever after. He said that 
a few lazy white men, who did not care to work any too 
hard themselves, and who hated to see anybody else 
work, were at the bottom of the whole affair. He thinks 
matters will soon right themselves in Winn. 

A bill has been introduced in the Louisiana legislature, 
now in session at Baton Rouge, to create a standard saw 


log. 





THE CALCASIEU DISTRICT. 


WESTLAKE, LA., May 21.—Conditions here remain 
about the same as have prevailed for the past six weeks. 
Orders for yard stock are of the hand-to-mouth variety. 
However, there is a perceptible stiffening in prices, as 
though shippers_had concluded that while the volume of 
consumption is somewhat reduced, they might as well 
exact a fair return for what they do sell. This attitude 
on the part of mill men will no doubt have a steadying 
effect on the trade, and as the season advances will 
result in a return of the satisfactory conditions that 
prevailed last year. 

Business is gradually recuperating from the depress- 
ing effects of the spring floods, and it is to be expected 
that in a few weeks the yard trade will have regained 
its normal tone. Stocks are more complete now than 
at any time in the past twenty months, although there 
is a dearth of certain classes of lumber imperatively 
demanded by yards and corporations, who look to Cal- 
casieu to supplv their wants. Flooring and ceiling stock 
in the most salable lengths is scarce; 14-inch clear heart 
flooring. both flat and edge grain, which is largely used 
in Louisiana and Texas, is hardly to be had at any price. 
There is also a great scarcity of 4 and 6 inch clear 
heart stock, which most southern railroad companies 
insist on having for car siding and roofing, 

Sawing orders show no signs of decline, and all the 
local mills while not as far behind with their orders 
as at this time last year. have as much fs they can 
handle. Indeed, several of the larger concerns are com- 
pelled to run overtime. The railroads are still] among 
the ‘heaviest buvers. and there is a good demand for 
special dimension for structural purposes. Northern 
and western manufacturers and corporations are inquir- 
ing about prices, and in several instances have placed 
schedules of some maenitude for immediate delivery, 

The Fast Texas & Louisiana Lumber Manufacturers’ 
Association held its reoular meeting at Lake Charles 
last week. The attendance was very good. and a spirit 
of harmony and good feeling prevailed that was gratifv- 
ing. The regular routine business was transacted and 


the present status of trade was viewed and discussed 
from various standpoints. Conditions are far from being 
discouraging; on the contrary the outlook is considered 
bright. 





EAST TEXAS CONDITIONS. 


ORANGE, TEX., May 21.—While there has been a slight 
improvement noticed in the number of inquiries and 
orders coming to hand from some of the north and north- 
west Texas yards, the improvement is not such as to 
warrant the statement that conditions have materially 
changed. The local lumber manufacturers all express 
themselves as not expecting any great improvement in 
the yard trade until late in June. At this time last 
year, they say, conditions were worse than they are now 
and there were no prospects, but the trade opened up in 
the latter part of June and first of July and from that 
time on the mills experienced the greatest demand for 
yard stock in their history. 

While two of the big mills here are running double 
time and all the others putting in full time, there is not 
much fear of overproduction, for all are crowded with 
saw bills, and when the export and railroad demands are 
supplied only a small percentage of the cut is left to go 
on sticks. There is a good demand for primes, merchant- 
able, sawn timber, 1x3’s, and, in fact, for all kinds of 
material that goes abroad; and the record for this month 
will show a heavy movement of lumber by water from 
the mills at Orange. 

The main topic among lumbermen in this section for 
the past week has been the grand Hoo-Hoo concatenation 
held at Orange on May 12. The local Hoo-Hoo surprised 
and delighted the visitors by making the most elaborate 
display ever seen on a similar occasion, a special feature 
being a parade and magnificent pyrotechnic display on 
the Sabine river, a tug and a passenger barge being used 
for the purpose. Then, after the concatenation, a ban- 
quet was served on the barge as it was towed down the 
river by a tug. The occasion was a delightful one and 
spoke volumes for the ability of the Orange lumbermen 
tc make things pleasant for visitors. 

The Lutcher & Moore Lumber Company cleared the 
schooner Belle O’Neill from Sabine Pass this week with 
a cargo of lumber for Philadelphia, and is now complet- 
ing the cargo of the schooner Charles L. Davenport, des- 
tined for same place. W. H. Stark, secretary-treasurer 
of the company, returned during the week from a visit to 
Philadelphia. He reports building operations in the east 
a little quiet on account of labor troubles, but says there 
is any amount of business offering. The Orange and 
Wingate lumber companies are loading the Italian bark 
Maria Della Guardia at Sabine Pass with a cargo of 
lumber for Buenos Ayres. They are also supplying part 
of the cargo of the steamship Gaditano, now loading at 
that port for Liverpool, for account of the Morgan Lum- 
ber Company. The Russian bark Iris, 752 tons, arrived 
at Sabine Pass this week direct from Cape Town, South 
Africa, under charter to the Sabine Export Company, 
which will load her with lumber for a continental port. 
The company has also chartered the British steamship 
Peerless, 2,011 tons, for early loading with lumber for 
the continent. 

The first big drive for the Bancroft Lumber Company’s 
mill from Tram Arthur, the logging camp recently 
opened up on its timber holdings in Calcasieu parish, 
Louisiana, reached here this week, containing 4,500,000 
feet of the finest timber ever brought to Orange. 

Capt. J. E. Meginn, president of the Texas & Gulf 
Lumber Company, of the City of Mexico, was an Orange 
visitor during the past week. Capt. Meginn is one of 
the heaviest operators in yellow pine in Mexico and 
reports lumber conditions in that republic in good shape. 

F. S, Ulmer, a prominent lumberman from San Luis 
Potosi, Mexico, was also here for a day and submitted a 
schedule of a cargo for which he wanted early delivery. 
On account of the inability of shippers to secure tonnage 
promptly at this season.of the year for Mexico it is a 
little hard to place this kind of business here just now, 
the mills declining to figure on anything except f. o. b. 
Sabine Pass business. 

A prominent figure at the Hoo-Hoo concatenation last 
Saturday night was Col. Mark Mexico Wiess, of Beau- 
mont, who has recently returned from a tour abroad, 
where he posted himself as to lumber conditions. 

George A. Dascomb, of the Vaughn Lumber Company, 
of San Antonio, was also an Orange visitor during the 
week. 

C. Cramer, of the International Trading Company, of 
Port Arthur, spent a day among the Orange mills endeav- 
oring to place a schedule of nearly 1,000,000 feet for 
foreign shipment. 


MATTERS AT MOBILE. 


MosBILE, ALA., May 22.—The labor troubles are the 
only disturbing element in the yellow pine country at 
this time. So numerous have the strikes been that an 
observant mill man claims it is the vagabond which 
rises in the negro mill hand in the sapping season and 
makes him seek idleness and shun work. A lassitude 
comes over him with the advent of the strawberry 
shortcake, and then he works—when he has to. 

The strike at Moss Point, Miss., is unchanged, and the 
mill men are more determined than ever not to give in. 

The export business is holding up remarkably well, 
without the slightest shadow of the much talked of 
slump which we have heard so much of lately. Recently 
the writer interviewed a few of the prominent mill men 
and all of them look for a good summer trade. Speaking 
with one of the most prominent mill men on the gulf 
coast, he said: 

I do not think there is any reason to feel discouraged over 
the present state of the market, or over the reported smal] 





volume of business. It is the result of a natural condition 
of things. I have tried to study the matter thoroughly 
and find that lumbermen in the wholesale line have done 
this year about 75 percent of the business they did last 
year. Now, when you come to consider that last year at 
this time the retail yards and consumers generally were 
stocking up on a rising market, and that now they are 
reducing, you will see that 75 percent is very good. The 
surplus is changing its location and 75 percent of the 
volume under those conditions is about normal, if not a 
little better. 

When I refer to the surplus changing its location, | 
think most lumbermen will understand me. Last year the 
retailer was the prospective buyer, because prices were 
going up and profits were tangible. Now, with prices ap 
parently on the decline, he sees a prospective loss and is not 
buying. . 

E. F. Skinner, of Escambia, Fla., one of the best 
posted men in the south country, and a man whose 
opinions are sought and listened to with much interest, 
said: “We have on hand all the cutting that we can 
take care of for the summer, and have refused to make 
bids on bills submitted to us during the past month. 
All our business has been taken at the prices ruling 
early in the spring, and from what we hear and see we 
are firmly convinced that the export market will improve 
as the season advances.” 

The well equipped plant of the Marbury Lumber Com- 
pany, Bozeman, Ala., burned on the evening of May 19. 

H. L. Berry, H. H. Boyer, and others, have bought 
the Morriston Mills, in Covington county, Ala., the 
purchase price being $25,000. The new company will be 
known as the Boyer Lumber Company. 

The hands of the mill leased by Barrett Bros., Mobile, 
are out on a strike. 





ATLANTIC COAST CYPRESS MEN. 


The regular bimonthly meeting of the Atlantic Coast 
Cypress Association was held at Boardman, N. C©., on 
Wednesday, May 16. The members of the association 
were the guests of the Butters Lumber Company. There 
were present: 

H. H. Gardner, Gardner & Lacey Lumber Company, George- 
town, 8S. C. 

E. B. Wright, Butters Lumber Company, Boardman, N. C. 

J. Sam Wright, Butters Lumber Company, Boardman, N. C. 

A. D. Turner, Butters Lumber Company, Boardman, N. (. 
wx" F. Batchelor, Batchelor Cypress Company, Panasoffkee, 
ria. 

Howard Waters, Santee River Cypress Lumber Company, 
Ferguson, 8. C. 

J. A. Arringdale, Cape Fear Lumber Company, Wilming- 
ton, N. C. 

J. G. Christopher, Seminole Cypress Lumber Company, 
Jacksonville, Fla. : 

Edwin A. Hallam, Red Cypress Lumber Company, Macon, 


ra. 

H. H. Gibson, American Lumberman, Chicago, III. 

In the absence of President Batchelor, Vice-President 
Gardner was called to the chair, and Howard Waters 
acted as secretary owing to the enforced absence of Sec- 
retary Seeley. 

The minutes of the 
approved. 

Letters were read from H. A. Batchelor, F. R. Seeley 
and A. L. Taylor, of the Cypress Lumber Company, of 
Boston, regretting necessary non-attendance, and all 
urging either advancing present prices, or at least a 
maintenance of current values. 

The Cape Fear Lumber Company, of Wilmington, 
N. C., and the Red Cypress Lumber Company, of Macon, 
Ga., were admitted to membership. 

The collation of stocks on hand by all the members 
of the association showed 5,955,000 feet of dry lumber, 
and 11,331,000 feet of green lumber. This quantity was 
somewhat short of the quantity of dry lumber on hand 
two months ago, and slightly in excess on green stock. 

A discussion of basic values of cypress then followed, 
during which it was alleged that certain of the Louisiana 
cypress manufacturers were offering stock at from $2 to 
$4 a thousand less than the prices at which members 
of the Atlantic Coast Cypress Association were selling. 
Considering the very low stock of dry lumber on hand 
an advance in price all along the line was urged, but 
it was finally determined to exchange individual lists, 
and make all prices correspond with the highest shown 
by the list of any individual member. 

The secretary was instructed to take up the matier 
of duties, now attempted to be enforced on cypress 
exported to Cuba, with the secretary of war, and 
to elucidate to him that cypress was not a cabinet wood, 
notwithstanding the ruling of the custom house author- 
ities at Havana. Each member was also asked to 
address his state senators on the same subject, urging 
a ruling that should place cypress on the free list and 
on a parity with white pine and yellow pine. The topic 
came up owing to the fact that a recent exportation of 
cypress shop lumber, sold for the making of cases in 
which to pack cigars, made by John G. Christopher, from 
Port Tampa, was held up at the Havana custom house 
for duty, on the ground that the lumber was a cabinet 
wood. 

A general discussion was held on the best method 
of preparing cypress for market, seasoning processes 
of the most desirable character, etc., which was fol- 
lowed by the exchange of ideas on the subject of sweet, 
black and tupelo gum, in which wood all members were 
largely interested. 

On the invitation of H. H. Gardner, the association 
resolved to hold its next meeting at Georgetown, 8. C. 
Adjournment was taken to Wednesday, July 18. 

The visitors were most handsomely and interestingly 
entertained by E. B. Wright, manager and vice-president 
of the Butters Lumber Company, and his associates in 
the big cypress and yellow pine enterprise at Boardman. 
J. Sam Wright and A. D. Turner. The afternoon of 
Wednesday after adjournment, and Thursday morning 
were spent in visiting the saw mill, planing mill, dry 
storage sheds, lumber yard, kilns, machine shop and ice 
plant of the company, The remainder of Thursday was 


last meeting were read and 
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spent in an inspection of the canal and steam-skidder 
system, and in a fifty-mile trip in Mr. Wright’s private 
car over his logging railroad, and viewing his methods 
of steam logging in both cypress and yellow pine. It 
wag unanimously decided that it was the most interest- 
ing, instructive and profitable meeting ever held by the 
association. 


REDUCTION IN OUTPUT OF N. C. PINE. 


On May 10, Captain John L. Roper, president of the 
North Carolina Pine Association, caused to be sent out 
to about 100 manufacturers of North Carolina pine, out- 
side of the membership of the association, the following 
circular: 

NORFOLK, VA., May 10.—Gentlemen: At a meeting of the 
North Carolina Pine Association held May 3 the lumber trade 
conditions were fully discussed, and from all the information 
obtainable the following conclusions were arrived at: 

1. Owing to a late spring building operations have been 
delayed, and hence the consumption of lumber less than usual. 

2. A favorable winter for manufacturing and shipping 
lumber has put more than the usual amount on the market, 
and it has resulted in stocking up dealers for the time being, 
causing a temporary falling off in the demand. 

3. Shipping lumber on consignment in present condition of 
the market, thus forcing sales, gives buyers the advantage in 
prices, and creates the impression that further concessions 
will be made, and hence the disposition of buyers is to wait. 

Now, on the other hand, we find that there is nothing in 
the situation to alarm. Manufacturers are holding compara- 
tively light stocks. In the spruce output there is quite a 
shortage. It is estimated that the Ottawa fire will take out 
of the market, with what has been burned and the loss of the 
mills for the year, 400,000,000 feet, and largely of lumber 
that will have to be replaced by North Carolina pine and 
spruce, ‘The shortage in white pine, it is estimated, will be 
more than the entire output of North Carolina pine. The 
demand for North Carolina pine for the export trade is show- 
ing greater activity, and we feel sure that a little patience 
and nerve will retain to us our prices, which are now much 
lower proportionately than for any other lumber on the mar- 
ket. 

Therefore, after carefully surveying the field, the North 
Carolina Pine Association concludes that there is nothing to 
justify a reduction in prices, and believes that to make a 
reduction will be an unnecessary sacrifice, and will not add to 
the sales in the aggregate. Quite as much will be sold at 
present prices as will be if they are lowered, but to relieve 
the market just a little it is decided to reduce the output 33 
percent for one month (that is, shut down the mills two days 
each week for four weeks commencing Friday and Saturday, 
May 11 and 12), and we appeal to all manufacturers outside 
of the association to join us in this curtail. It will pay better 
to make 33 percent less lumber and retain prices than to 
overcrowd the market and lose a dollar or two a thousand 
on the entire output. In one case you have your timber left 
and receive more for the 66 percent sold than you would 
receive for the whole at reduced prices. In the other case 
you will have that much less timber and less money for what 
you sell. 

. Hoping you may see your way clear to join us in this cur- 
tail and requesting that you notify us whether you will do so 
or not, and greatly oblige, yours truly, 
NorTH CAROLINA PINE ASSOCIATION, 
John L. Roper, President. 


The favorable responses to this appeal have been 
numerous, and it is safe to say that 75 percent of the 
manufacturers of this wood have reduced their output 
one-third or more. The effect of this reduction is 
already being felt in the market, as trade is reviving and 
prices are being fully maintained. 








SOUTHERN NEWS NOTES. 


B. J. Hayes has bought of J. T. Goff 1,000,000 feet of 
fine timber near Spencer, Tenn., and wiil at once begin 
operations, 


The Detroit Timber & Lumber Company, of St. Louis, 
has sold a tract of Louisiana timber land to the Bodcaw 
Lumber Company, Stamps, Ark., the reported considera- 
tion being $23,000. 

Dr. J. G. Rawlings has purchased 915 acres of timber 
land near Brownsville, Tenn., for $10 an acre cash. 


Congressman Davey, of Louisiana, has introduced a 
bill in the house of representatives providing an appro- 
priation of $100,000, to be expended by the secretary of 
agriculture in destroying the water hyacinth, which has 
so seriously impeded navigation in the rivers and bayous 
of the south during the last year or two, and by which 
lumbermen in that section have been greatly incon- 
venienced. 

The Albert Hanson Lumber Company yesterday pur- 
chased the Montz & Palfry Shingle Company’s mill at 
Franklin, La., and will operate it to its full capacity 


from now on. 
BAP PPP PII PE ™ 


RECENT PATENTS. 


648,000—John R. Thomas, Cincinnati, assignor to the 
Fay & Egan Company. Saw guard, consisting of a kerf 
late behind the saw extended upward and carrying a 
racket adjustable for hight, to which is attached the rear 
end of a saw guard swinging vertically, and extending 
forward over the saw. It is there attached to a plate 
which extends downward and backward either side of the 
saw. 


648,333—Ruben F. Barker and Michael Corry, Marinette, 
Wis. Steam set works for saw mill carriage, with the steam 
cylinder in one of the headblocks. 


648,392—Emery F. Collins, Wheeling, W. Va., and Wil- 
liam B. Collins, Parkersburg, W. Va. Lumber measuring 
device. Resembling somewhat a bicycle cyclometer in ap- 
pearance, and actuated by a movable pointing arm. 

648,405—Samuel Haltom, Henderson, Tex., assignor of 
one-half to Abraham G. Nadel of the same place. aw set- 
ting and feeding device. 

648,473—John Walton, Erie, Pa. Saw mill. An ar- 
rangement of a double-edged band mill with the saw in a 
substantially horizontal plane, so arranged that logs are 
fed simultaneously in both directions, the body of the log 
coming above the saw.’ An arrangement for quarter-sawing 
8 also claimed, in which an edger operates upon the log 
simultaneously with the sawing device. 

648,612—Frank P. Grode, Dubuque, Ia. Process of 
Manufacturing turned balusters, pillars, etc. The manu- 
factured work shows four sides, each curved in the are of a 
circle larger than the piece itself. 


648,649—Ruben Barker, Marinette, Wis., assignor to 
Michael Corry of the same place. Steam set works for 
Saw mill (see 648,333). In this form there are two steam 
cylinders set in alignment, with a rigid piston rod connect- 
ing the two pistons. The reciprocation of the rod moves a 
rocker shaft which operates the set works. 


A PRACTICAL GLUE APPLYING [ACHINE. 

A glue applying machine that works satisfactorily is 
something that is needed in every sash and door or furni- 
ture factory and many others where it is necessary to 
apply glue to lumber and veneers. There have been sev- 
eral attempts to devise a gluing machine, but it remained 
for U. G. Charles, a draughtsman and practical wood- 
worker in one of the large Oshkosh sash and door fac- 
tories, to invent a machine that is giving the utmost 
satisfaction in the factories in which it is being used. 
The Charles glue applying machine, a picture of which 
appears herewith, is being manufactured and put on the 
market by the United States Manufacturing Company, 
Oshkosh, Wis. 

This machine consists of a cast iron glue pot set on 
iron legs. The roll is about the hight of an-.ordinary 
planing machine from the floor, is nine inches in diam- 
eter and is covered with common felt, three-eighths of an 
inch thick, over which is a galvanized wire cloth or 
sereen with one-eighth inch mesh. The feed rolls are 
adjustable so that lumber can be put through varying 
from one-thirty-second of an inch thick to four inches 
in thickness. The rolls are so made as to take lumber up 
to.eighteen inches wide, or if wider machines are desired 
they can be furnished to take in lumber thirty-two inches 
wide. The eighteen-inch machine weighs about 500 
pounds. The gearing is reversible and can be run from 
either end and either by hand or power. 

The secret of the success of the Charles glue applying 
machine is found in the wire cloth outside of the felt, 
which evenly distributes the glue over the lumber. It 
takes less glue than when applied by hand, requiring 
only about two-thirds as much as the old method of 
applying by brush, and although it distributes the glue 
evenly over the lumber it does not apply any to the sides 











THE CHARLES GLUE-APPLYING, MACHINE. 


or edges. It requires only two men to operate it, one to 
put in the lumber and the other to take it away. It 
glues so rapidly that the glue does not have time to set 
before going into the press, and it does not have to be 
watched to see that the glue is properly distributed. The 
only thing about the machine that can possibly wear out 
is the wire cloth, which will last several years and can be 
replaced at a cost of about 40 cents in four minutes’ time. 

Around the glue pot there is a steam chamber that 
keeps the glue warm and at a steady temperature all the 
time. If desired, the glue can be drawn off at any time 
through a faucet at one end of the glue pot, and the roll 
can be taken out of the glue at any time without stop- 
ping the machine. This machine will run through 100 
lineal feet a minute and will glue easily 150,000 feet of 
lumber a day. 

Wherever this machine is used it has given entire 
satisfaction. In the big factory of the Curtis & Yale 
Company, at Wausau, Wis., one is being used, and the 
Curtis & Yale Company writes that it is well pleased 
with it. The following letter from Radford Bros. & Co., 
sash and door manufacturers at Oshkosh, indicates what 
that firm thinks of it: 

OsHKOSH, WiIs., May 3, 1900. 
United States Manufacturing Company, Oshkosh, Wis.— 

Gentlemen: We have had in constant use for the past 
month one of your gluing machines, which we consider the 
best machine for the purpose that is manufactured. We have 
seen several of the so-called glue applying machines, but this 
is the only one we ever saw that would put glue on the mate- 
rial and leave it there evenly spread. We highly recommend 
it to any one wanting a machine of that kind. 

RaprorD Bros. & Co. 

When the machine was first put on the market one 
was placed in a large sash and door factory for trial, and 
after it had been there several weeks a representative of 
the United States Manufacturing Company called on the 
foreman of that department, a phlegmatic old German, 
and inquired his opinion of it. 

“Does it work satisfactorily, apply the glue evenly 
and save time and trouble?” was asked. 





“Yah, it do,” said the foreman. “It is a goot machine. 
It saves lots of glue, und put it on evenly already yet. 
It works sehr gut, und any udder machine dat do such 
nice work I have never seen yet.” 

“Then you will recommend its purchase, of course?” 
inquired the machinery man, delighted with the satisfac- 
tion the machine was apparently giving in this factory. 

“No, not by a tam sight,” energetically replied the 
foreman. “Dat is one of dose tam tings what two or 
three men out of yobs already yet knocks, und I don’t 
want it here.” i 

The United States Manufacturing Company, which 
manufactures the Charles glue applying machine, was 
organized five years ago at Fond du Lac, Wis., but last 
September the plant was moved to Oshkosh, where it 
now occupies larger quarters, J. R. Washburn, the presi- 
dent. of the company, is a former Oshkosh lumberman, as 
is also C. S. Wicker, the secretary and treasurer of the 
company. J. E. Bean is the vice-president. 





TWO BOOKS OF SUMMER TRAVEL, 

The American Lumberman has been favored with com- 
plimentary copies of two beautifully illustrated and 
attractively written books of summer travel, neither 
of which is any the less worthy of serious attention 
because it bears upon its title page the imprint of the 
advertising department of a great railway system. 

The first of these books is “Wonderland for 1900,” 
the text of which is by Olin D. Wheeler, dealing largely 
with the story of Lewis and Clark’s great exploration 
of the northwest, 1804-1806, which occupies over half 
of the book. The story is profusely illustrated with 
maps, halftones from modern photographs and repro- 
ductions of some interesting old prints. The frontis- 
piece of the book is an artistic reproduction by the 
three-color photographie process of a painting by C. M. 
Russell, representing the meeting between Lewis and 
Clark and the Mandan Indians. 

Other features of the book are “The Story of a Rail- 
way,” being -of course that of the Northern Pacific; 
“Through Yellowstone Park,” including a colored map 
and many beautiful views of geysers, bears and other 
characteristic park scenery; “Tales of Two Inns,” these 
tales being grouped around the Ravalli hotel in the 
Bitter Root valley at Hamilton, Mont., and another 
hotel, 1,000 miles away, the tavern of Castle Craig, Mt. 
Shasta. 

The literary portion of the booklet closes with a 
couple of pages about “Golden Alaska,” followed by five 
advertising pages containing information regarding the 
tourist rate arrangements of the Northern Pacific rail- 
way for 1900, including Montana summer resorts, Yel- 
lowstone Park, Montana and eastern Washington; 
excursions to the Northern Pacific coast; excursions 
to California, and excursions to Alaska. The cover 
illustration and the headings of the various articles 
are ‘halftone reproductions from beautiful bas-relief 
designs. 

The other book is entitled simply “Colorado,” and does 
great credit to its author, James Steele. The cover 
shows in its upper portion a lofty cloud encircling a 
mountain peak and in its lower the figure of an Indian 
pouring water from a bowl upon a handful of what 
from their size might be taken to be Irish potatoes, 
but which probably represent gold nuggets. The outlook 
upon Colorado is largely from the tourist’s viewpoint, 
although the author manages to work in a considerable 
amount of such history as would be of interest to the 
traveler. There is a chapter on hunting and fishing and 
another of advice on how to make the Colorado trip, 
which of course has much to say regarding the Burling- 
ton route, which is responsible for this most interesting 
book. The illustrations are simply superb, containing 
some of the finest specimens of the photographic art 
which have ever been reproduced. 

If there be any criticism possible of these two booklets 
it is that they well deserve and should be supplied with 
a table of contents, or index, and also an index of the 
illustrations in order to render their voluminous amount 
of information more readily accessible to the reader. 
The Wonderland also might well have contained some 
reference to Wonderlands of other years which have 
preceded it and each of which has been a most notable 
example of the highest development of railroad adver- 
tising. Each of these previous editions of Wonderland 
has been distinctly different from its predecessor in 
cover and design, in illustrations and in text, but the 
Wonderland of 1900 is far ahead of its predecessors in 


every respect. 
BBP PDL PII IIIS 


FORESTRY NOTES. 

There has been some question recently as to whether 
forests were as useful in conserving the water supply 
of a section as has hitherto been supposed, but W. L. 
Hall of the division of forestry has been conducting 
some investigations which tend tc show that -trees 
planted along streams or around water reservoirs and 
acting as wind breaks have a material effect upon the 
amount of evaporation from the surface of the water. 

The- state of Minnesota is attemptirg reforestation 
upon a small scale at the Minnesota experiment station, 
where 10,000 young pine trees of white, norway and 
Scotch varieties have been set this spring. Some inter- 
esting experiments are also under way to demonstrate 
the agricultural value of cut over pine lands. 

CARR RRR 

The Magnolia Gin & Light Company, of Magnolia, 
Miss., offers elsewhere in this issue its entire plant for 
sale, owing to the death of the company’s manager. There 
are doubtless many of our readers who will be interested 
in this announcement. The plant originally cost $6,000. 
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The Record. 


Arkansas. 

Lexa—J. I. Woodin & Son have been succeeded by the 
Hoyt & Woodin Manufacturing Company in the saw mill 
business. 

Little Rock—The Augusta Cooperage Company has been 
organized here with an authorized capital stock of $50,000, 
by G. W. Decker, O. J. Hill, I. J. Stacy, W. M. Hoard and 
G. I. Park, with G. W. Decker, president, O. J. Hill, vice- 
president, and 1. J. Stacy, secretary and treasurer. 

Searcy Pilkington & Baugh and the Brown Milling Com- 
pany have consolidated. 

California. 

San Francisco—The California Shingle Company has been 
incorporated here with a capital stock of $10,000 fully sub- 
scribed. ‘The directors are D. J. McMasters, E. S. Syles, M. 
Hart, C. K. Orton and J. W. Weinberger. 


Florida. 


Pensacola—The Boyer Lumber Company has purchased the 
mills of the Morrison Mill Company in Covington County, 

la. 

Sopchoppy—H. G. 
& Co. 


Landers has been succeeded by Landers 


Georgia. 


Rome—C. D. Wood and M. B. Eubanks have purchased the 
stock of A. H. Cundell and J. B. Roddy in the Cundell Lum- 
ber Company. 

Illinois. 


Chicago—.The Banker Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with an authorized capital stock of $100,000.—The 
Chicago Veneer Company has increased its capital stock to 
$100,000.—-The American Lumber Company has increased its 
capital stock to $100,000. 

Bardwell—The Bardwell Mill & Lumber Company has 
incorporated with an authorized stock of $5,000; incor- 
porators, Andrew L. Winters, A. H. Vallentine and A. B. 
(reorge. 

DeKalb—L. M. McEwen & Co. 
George Terwilliger & Co. 

Effingham—The Effingham 
changed its name and business. 

Ireeport—The Sanford & Zartman Company has_ suc- 
ceeded to the business of the Wilbur Lumber Company at 
this point. 

Middle Grove—H. A. 
Son. 

Park Ridge—-William E. Jones has succeeded to the busi- 
ness of Morey & Jones. 
Toulon—Cole Bros. 

Thomas H. Johnston. 

Tuscola—The Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Company has 
sold its yard here to the Alexander Lumber Company. R. L. 
Anderson will be manager. 

Woodstock—-The Woodstock Lumber Company has sold out 
to the Alexander Lumber Company. 


Indiana. 


Jamestown—J. B. Magers has 
Indianapolis Arm Bracket & Pin Co. 

Stockwell—M. C. Cann & Co. will engage in the lumber 
business here. 

Washington—Schwarz & Co. recently started a hoop and 
stave mill here. 

Marion—W. S. Simpson & Co. have recently begun in the 
lumber business here. 

Medaryville—W. H. Young 
Young Lumber Company. 


have been succeeded by 


Planing Mill Company has 


Reid has sold out to J. B. Coyner & 


have sold their lumber business to 


been succeeded by the 


has been succeeded by the 


lowa. 


Columbus Junction—George Hughes will 
engage in the lumber business. 

Des Moines—The Dewell-Bachman Lumber Company has 
been incorporated here with a capital stock of $50,000, to 
operate in the lumber business in various parts of Iowa. 
The incorporators are Ira Dewell, Henry Bachman, W. F. 
Garrison, J. A. Carlson and C. A. Swanson. 

EKarlham—M. L. Thompson has been succeeded in the 
lumber business by J. P. French & Son. . 
Matthews—The Matthews Lumber Company 
succeeded by the G. E. Voorhees Lumber Company. 
Oelwein—The South Side Lumber Company is reported out 

of business here. 
' Roland—L. A. Britson has engaged in the lumber business 
1ere. 

Spencer—The capital stock of the Floete Lumber Com- 
pany has been increased from $100,000 to $150,000. 


Kansas. 


Cuba—tThe Barnett Lumber Company has recently started 
in the lumber business here. 

Howard—Thompson & Allen have been succeeded by Allen 
& Benson. 

Potwin- 


locate here to 


has been 


John Q. Ralph is succeeded by John O. Whitmore. 
Kentucky. 


Bardwell—aA. F. Curtis has sold his saw and planing mill 
business. 
Bellevue—The Bellevue & Dayton Planing Mill Company is 


reported out of business. 
Maryland. 

Baltimore—C. E. Hatter has purchased the lumber yard 
and planing mill at 1408-1420 Harford Ave., at public auc- 
tion from Roger Gill, trustee. 

Massachusetts. 

Natick—The Biddeford & Natick Manufacturing Company 

has sold its plant to T. D. Proctor. 
Michigan. 

Hawks—The Elowski Company has purchased the 
and planing mill operated by Hayes & Tackabury. 

Huron Bay—Powell & Mitchell's lease of the Been & Bush 
saw mill at Huron Bay has been purchased by N. M. DeHaas. 

Port Huron—tThe Riverside Woodworking Company has 
sold to W. B. McGill, of Marlette, Mich. 

Minnesota. 


Remple has been succeeded by Remple & 


saw 


Butterfield—B. 
Schroeder. 

Dawson—The Dawson Lumber Company will start branch 
lumber yards at Hendricks and Ivanhoe. 

Jordan—The Anti-Trust Lumber Company is reported out 
of the lumber business. 

Minneapolis—L. P. Doliff & Co. have organized with a 
capital stock of $50,000. The incorporators are L. P. Doliff, 
W. L. Bassett and W. A. Thomas, of Minneapolis.—The firm 
name of F. W. Buswell has been changed to the F. W. Bus- 
well Lumber Company.—The St. Hilaire Retail Lumber 
Company has been incorporated with an authorized capita? 
stock of $100,000. 

Winona—The commercial agency report noted in last 
week’s issue to the effect that the C. M. Youmans Lumber 
Company had sold out was an error, rectified in their sheet 
of this week. 

Mississippi. 

Nugent—J. W. Brazell has moved here from near Collins, 

Ga., and will engage in the saw mill business. 
Missouri. 


Joplin—The Levan Planing Mill Company recently began 
in the planing mill business here. 


Kansas City—The Campe-Mason Lumber Company is re- 
ported out of business here. 

Mercer—A. A. Alley has been succeeded in the lumber 
business by J. B. Alley. 

St. Louis—The Consolidated Lumber & Storage Company 
recently began in the hardwood lumber business here with 
an incorporated capital stock of $3,000. The incorporators 
are Edward H. Hill, August J. Long, Joseph H. Trump, 
James J. Harnell and Alcee Stewart. 


Nebraska. 


Blair—-A. French is reported out of business. 

Cowles—Fuller & Good have sold to the Platt & Frees 
Company, of Red Cloud, Neb., who will continue the busi- 
ness.—-Thée Gilford Grain Company has sold its lumber and 
coal business to the Platt & Frees Company, who will con- 
tinue the business. 

Scotts Bluff—Wright & Orr bave started in the lumber 
business here. 

New Jersey. 


Newton—Hopkins & Williams have been succeeded by the 
Hopkins & Williams Company. 


New York. 


Buffalo—Faust & Fleming have been succeeded by Emmet 
Fleming. 

Elba—Harris & Parker have been succeeded in the lum- 
ber business by W. H. Parker. 

New York—The New York Molding Company has been 
incorporated here with a capital stock of $5,000. 

Troy—The Crampton & Belden Manufacturing Company 
has succeeded to the sash and blind business of Rice C. Bull. 


North Carolina. 


Bullock—John B. Campbell has removed to Oxford. 

Ether—Lane & Craven are out of business. 

Hertford—Fleetwood & Jackson have succeeded to the 
East Carolina Lumber Company. 

Steeds—J. I’. Cravens has sold his saw mill here.—Red- 
ding & Redding have sold their saw mill. 

Winston-Salem—Miller Bros. recently began in the saw 


mill business here. 
North Dakota. 


Carrington—A. T. Johnson & Co. are succeeded by A. T. 
Johnson. 
Tappen—George D. Sp}cer has started in the lumber busi- 


ness here, 
Oklahoma. 


Sheridan—Gibson & Block have dissolved partnership, Mr. 
Block continuing the business. 


Ohio. 


Morral—Brown & Lucas have been succeeded by E. Brown. 

Toledo—The George Wilson & Sons Company has been 
incorporated with authorized capital stock of $30,000, to 
engage in the lumber and box manufacturing business. The 
incorporators are George Wilson, Walter O. Wilson, Frank 
Wilson, Walter H. McKenna and Edgar W. Wilson. 

Troy—W. H. Francis & Co. have been succeeded by 
Francis & Clemen. 

Warren—The Novelty Woodworking Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $15,000 by J. E. Beebe, 
E. Geiger, H. Q. Stiles, F. L. Geiger and D, A. Geiger. 


Pennsylvania. 


Bradford—The Smoky Mountain Land, Lumber & Im- 
provement Company has been incorporated with an author- 
ized capital stock of $650,060, by P. C. Blaisdell and 8S. A. 
Holbrook, of Bradford, Pa., J. W. Blaisdell, of New York 
city, F. A. Raymond, H. H. Cobb, F. L. Andrews and L. B. 
Seibert, of Coudersport, and E. B. Waples, of Wilmington. 

Philadelphia—The Standard Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $350,000, to engage in 
the lumber business; incorporators, F. H. Mattson, C. H. 
Carson, of Philadelphia, and W. H. Mattson, of Sharon Hill, 
Pa 


Pittsburg—The Speer Box & Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $200,000 by D. R. Speer, 
F. H. Speer, David Speer and H. 8S. Duncan, of Pittsburg, 
and Senator J. F. Budke and W. H. Paxton, of Canonsburg. 


Tennessee. 


Nashville—The Tennessee & Alabama Lumber Company 
has removed to Sherwood. 

Sparta—Carter & Sims recently began in the saw and 
planing mill business here. 

Spring City—J. W. Angell is succeeded by Richard Bates 
& Co. 

Texas. 

Dalles—The Craven Lumber Company recently incor- 
porated here with an authorized capital stock of $50,000. 

Lufkin—The Lufkin Land & Lumber Co. has increased its 
capital stock to $200,000. 

Midland—W. I. Woodroff is reported out of business here. 

Wallisville—C. R. Cummings & Co., of Houston, are 
reported engaged in the lumber business here. 


Vermont. 

Burlington—The Hicks Wood Company has dissolved 
partnership, F. E. Ready retiring and H. S. Cole assuming 
entire control. 

Virginia. 

Newport News—Brittingham & Dasden are reported sold 
out to Weaver Bros. 

Washington. 


Centralia—J. Platt now operates the shingle mill formerly 
operated by Carr & Platt. 

Chehalis—The Mealy-Miller Lumber Company 
succeeded by the Mealy Lumber Company. 

Fairhaven—J. S. McDonald has sold his Export mill. 

Snohomish—Blackmore & Lining will engage in the 
shingle mill business here with a capital stock of $1,000. 


Quebec. 


Quebec—Thomas Beckett, of London, England, has retired 
from the R. R. Dobell & Co. lumber firm, which has changed 
its name to Dobell, Beckett & Co. The partners are Thomas 
Stevenson, of London, England; W. H. Dobell, of Montreal, 
and R. M. Beckett, of Ottawa. The firm name in London, 
Rh. R. Dobell & Co., remains unchanged. 


CASUALTIES. 


Colorado. 
Leadville—The John Redmond saw mill 
loss of $4,000; insurance, $2,000. 
Louisiana. 
Sand Spur—The Sand Spur Lumber Company's saw mill 
has burned. Loss, $6,000; insurance, $2,000, 
Maine. 
Houlton—The lumber mill of Matthew Wilson 
burned. Estimated loss, $10,000; uninsured. 
Michigan. 
Carlton—The saw and planing mill of Eliazor 
has been burned; no insurance. 
A. J. Myers 


Grand Rapids—The saw mill of 
partially burned. Loss, $2,500 to $3,000. 


has been 


with a 


burned, 


has been 


Kershner 


has been 


New Hampshire. 


Deerfield Center—The steam saw mill of Nat Harvey was 
burned; uninsured. 
Pennsylvania. 


McSherrytown—The saw mill of Charles W. Timmins has 
burned. 
Texas. 


San Augustine—The large ¢.w mill of Burleson & Polland, 
seven miles east of this point, has burned with 40,000 feet 
of lumber. Incendiarism is supposed to have been the cause. 
Loss, $20,000; uninsured. 


Washington. 


wee saw mill of T. C. Kyle is burned. 
$1,000. 

Clarkson—C, F. Allen, lumber dealer, has burned out. 

Everett—Wheeler, Osgood & Co. lost a dry kiln by fire. 
Loss, $2,000; fully insured. 

Getchell—The Sobey-McLaughlin shingle mill has burned. 
Loss, $14,000. 


Loss, 


Wisconsin. 
Amberg—A cedar yard belonging to C. S. Hart, of Oconto, 
vurned with a loss of $5,000. 
Hurricane—The saw and grist mill belonging to Vernon 
Kinney has burned. Loss, $4,000; insured. 
Ontario. 
Vandecar—The Peckham saw inill has been burned. Loss, 
$3,000 ; uninsured. 
Waterloo—The lumber and tie mill of McCormick & Mc- 
Leod has burned. 
Quebec. 


Grand Mere—The pulp mill and saw mill of the Lauren- 
lide Company recently burned, causing a loss of about 


$30,000. 
NEW MILLS. 


California. 
Greenhorn—Mrs. H. Tamm is building a new saw mill and 
it is said will open a lumber yard. 
Colorado. 
Leadville—The John Redmond saw mill, recently burned, 
will be rebuilt at once. 
Delaware. 


Harbeson—Charles Hl. Atkins and S. J. 
build a saw mill. 


Warrington will 


Louisiana. 


Alexandria—Allen & O’Shee have commenced constructing 
a saw and planing mill. 
Maine. 


Sanford—Moulton Bros. are putting in a saw mill in con- 
nection with their lumber yard. 


Michigan. 


Fife Lake—The saw mill of Smith & Copp, recently burned, 
will be rebuilt at once. 

Grand Rapids—The saw mill of A. J. Myers, partially 
destroyed by fire, will be rebuilt with the least possible delay. 

Port Huron—Dredging has been begun for a new saw mill 
to be built on Sarnia Bay by the Edmund Hall Lumber Com- 
pany, of Saginaw. 

Minnesota. 


St. Louis—Nolan Bros., of St. Paul, have purchased a 
large quantity of timber for a consideration of $137,420, 
and will erect and operate a saw mill at this point, on the 
Duluth & Iron Range railroad. 

Louisiana—George W. Betts has started a saw and box 
mill here. 

Montana. 


Billings—The Marcus Daly interests at Anaconda will 
build a large planing mill at this point. 
New York. 
Little Valley—The saw mill of Joe Kopy, recently burned, 
will be rebuilt. 
Oregon. 


Briton—A new lumber company has been organized by 
Robert Service and Charlie and Thomas Tibbs, and will 
build a saw mill with a daily capacity of 40,000 feet, upon 
Deer Creek, one-half mile above this point. The machinery 
is in transit and the mill is to be in operation within forty 
days. 

Junction City—Ed Horton, of Pendleton, Ore., will erect 
a saw mill here to operate in hardwood. 

Kalame—The Kalame Shingle Company has been organized 
by G. B. Fox, A. T. Dix and Jesse Robinson, of Kelso, and 
will put in a shingle plant at once, probably adding a saw 
mill shortly after. ; 

Pennsylvania. 


Williamsport—John Coleman and Robert Dunbar, of this 
point, will build a new band mill at some point in West 
Virginia to cut 1,200 acres of hardwood recently purchased. 


Texas. 


Dallas—N. Newhouse & Co. will put up a hardwood mill 
here. 


Washington. 


Centralia—Ingle Bros. will erect a saw mill. 

Dragoon—Burke & Mane are reported starting a saw mill. 

Everett—T. Robinson and A. B. McAdams have organized 
a sash and door manufacturing concern. 

Sedro-Woolley—B. D. Minkler is building a new saw mill, 
with 50,000 feet daily capacity, which will soon be ready for 
operation. 

Tacoma—The Western Manufacturing Company, which 
has a railway tie contract with the Japanese government, 
will build a mill upon the tide flats at this point. The con- 
cern is operating upon Holland capital. 

West Virginia. 
Carnifax Ferry—J. R. Hoffman is building a saw mill. 
Wisconsin. 

Grand Rapids—The Grand Rapids Lumber Company will 
add an extensive planing mill to its plant. 

Rhinelander—Robbins & Johnson are building a new saw 
mill. 

Three Lakes—The new mill of the Woodruff & Maguire 
Lumber Company has been completed. It has a capacity of 
100,000 feet daily. i 

Tony—The John Hein Company is putting in a new mill 
with a daily capacity of 50,000 feet. 

British Columbia. 


Caribou Crossing—A saw mill is to be erected at once by 
H. A. Munn and Mr. King, of Victoria. It will be ready for 
operation at an early date. 

Ontario. 
Lweed—R. Houston intends to erect a brick sash and door 


factory at this point. 
Waterloo—The lumber and tie mill of McCormick & 
McLeod, recently burned near this point, will be rebuilt. 


Quebec. 


Grand Mere—The saw mill and pulp mill of the Lauren- 
tide Company, recently burned, will be rebuilt as soon as 
possible. 
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q Doors and Mill Work. 


The lack of building demand, occasioned by labor 
troubles in several of the larger cities, necessarily has 
its effect upon the demand for doors and mill work. 
In the country districts various causes have combined 
to prevent an active trade, so that the present situa- 
tion is far from satisfactory. This is especially so 
because early in the year manufacturers and whole- 
salers had set their pegs a notch higher than last sea- 
son, and looked forward to one of the most prosperous 
years in the history of the business. Failure to realize 
these glowing expectations makes the situation look 
worse than it really is. Compared with an average year 
the volume of business so far this season makes a good 
showing, better perhaps than most wholesalers will 
admit unless they are pinned down to a close compari- 
son. Owing to heavy buying early in the year the 
requirements of the early spring trade were largely 
anticipated, so that business during April did not show 
the customary activity, nor has there been much snap 
to trade so far this month. But of late the demand 
for regular stock is exhibiting some signs of improve- 
ment and the inquiry is of a character which is taken 
to indicate that retail dealers are gettting their stocks 
down to a basis where they must soon again come on 
the market as buyers of regular sizes. Probably there 
will not be much carload buying, for a time at least, 
but a substantial increase of regular stock in local ship- 
ments would be extremely satisfactory to the distribu- 
ting trade. Prices on stock goods are well maintained, 
but it is said that there is close competition on special 
bills, although a much better inquiry for the latter is 
reported during the past few weeks. 

* * _ 





The factories are running somewhat light on regular 
stock. The necessity for getting out odd work makes it 
impossible to shut down completely, but in nearly every 
instance crews have been reduced and in some cases the 
plan is followed of running only five days in a week. 
In this way the output is kept down to about the basis 
of current requirements and from reports received by 
the Lumberman it does not appear that during the 
present month there has been a material increase of 
stocks at manufacturing points. Owing to this reduction 
of output the shortage of dry factory lumber is not felt 
to the extent that had been anticipated, but there is no 
prospect as yet of lower prices for white pine factory 
plank. The supply now held by the factories has been 
bought at a heavy advance over last season’s figures and 
this fact has been a strong influence in maintaining 
values. 

* * * 

The window glass situation is practically unchanged 
and the future of prices is all a matter of guesswork. 
Among the sash men the opinion prevails that during 
the summer months window glass will be a trifle firmer, 
particularly on the small sizes. On the other hand, 
there is a proposition to extend the present fire two 
weeks and already a conference has been held in relation 
to the wage scale for next season, which is taken by 
some to indicate that the factories will start up several 
weeks earlier than they have for two or three years 
past. It is acknowledged that the present fire will end 
with less than the usual amount of stock on hand; what 
effect the heavy importations which are to be made by 
the American Window Glass Company will have on the 
situation remains to be seen. The hot weather is 
increasing the number of spare places at the factories 
and in two weeks the vacancies are likely to reach such 
proportions as to cause some of the big tank factories 
to go out of blast. It is estimated that fully 20 per- 
cent of the combine’s present operating capacity is 
standing idle, and while the outside factories are also 
troubled with spare places they are probably in better 
shape than the combine and will be able to hold more 
of their men and get nearer a full production for the 
balance of the fire than will the combine factories. It 
is stated by the Commoner and Glassworker, of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., that the combine has given orders to cut 60 
percent of the single strength glass into the first four 
brackets, and as this is likely to be the rule for the rest 
of the fire it will be unusually hard to hold men during 
hot weather. In regard to the wage scale, the workers 
are in an enviable position and will probably be catered 
to by both sides. The independents are thought to be 
getting in shape to ask for a wage conference and devel- 
opments along that line can be expected at any time 
now. There are indications that the combine will try 
hard to secure the favor of the workmen for the next 
fire, but unless it shall be able to control a greater per- 
centage of the output than it has this season it is diffi- 
cult to see how any other policy than the one of hold- 
ing prices down can be followed. 


* * 4 


Chicago wholesalers report improvement in the 
demand for special work during the last two or three 
weeks. Stock orders are small, but are beginning to 
show indications that retailers in some localities have 
about worked off the heavy purchases made in Decem- 
ber and January last. In spite of the reported increase 
in inquiry for special work the contrast between last 
year and this in that department is marked. One rea- 
son is probably found in the fact that wholesalers in 
this market are better prepared to handle estimates 
than they were a year ago. During the past week 
several school bills have put in an appearance, and taken 
altogether the outlook for special work during the sum- 
mer is considered good. With a better proportion of 
orders for regular stock the situation would not be at 





all unsatisfactory, and as a matter of fact there is not 
a great deal of complaint over present conditions. Prices 
are well sustained on small lots, but on estimates there 
is talk of considerable cutting, though not more than 
might be expected when general conditions in the lum- 
ber market are taken into consideration. 

* os * 


The demand for sash and doors at Oshkosh, Wis., 
remains about the same as two weeks ago, and manu- 
facturers there are curtailing the amount of stock man- 
ufactured by closing down on Saturdays. There seems 
to be a fair number of estimates, but consumers are 
evidently holding off for a drop in the price of lum- 
ber. Oshkosh manufacturers lay the present state of 
affairs to strikes in the larger cities and the high price of 
raw material. If these conditions continue much longer 
the factories will have to curtail still further or their 
warehouses will be filled up. 

* * * 


Manufacturers at Minneapolis report that special work 
is very brisk at present and that many good orders are 
being received. City demand is fair and is picking up. 
Stock work is reported in slow demand. Screens continue 
to move well and retail dealers in both the country and 
the city report that the past week has witnessed a good 
demand. 

% * * 

The sash and door people at Kansas City, Mo., are not 
having their usual amount of trade. The country 
demand has been light all this season, and no improve- 
ment is looked for until after wheat harvest. The city 
demand at Kansas City, St. Joe and other places was 
good up to within the past few weeks, but at this 
time there is practically no new business on account 
of the labor troubles. The mills there were fortunate 
in securing a large amount of work before building 
operations stopped, and as a rule they still have some 
unfinished contracts on which they are working. Prices 
continue firm, and the jobbers in that territory hope to 
be able to maintain them through the season. 


* * * 
Some of the Buffalo, N. Y., sash and door manufac- 
turers report an improvement in business of late, 


though they do not generally expect it will last. They 
say that the seaboard cities are so agitated by May 
strikes that there is not much hope of orders from that 
territory right away, and as the old orders from that 
direction are about worked up there is not much to be 
depended on for a considerable time. While it is true 
that some of the interior points are doing a little better 
than formerly, there will not be enough in this trade to 
keep all the mills running full through the summer. 
It is learned from certain city lumber yards that 
orders for dry stock are getting quite good from the 
mills in the interior of the state, though it is hard to 
say how long they will continue. One large city manu- 
facturer confessed to being puzzled over the falling 
off in door orders to a mere nothing, while the joinery 
and molding shops are almost as active as ever. He 
estimates the entire work at about half that of a year 
ago and does not look to see it much larger right away. 
There is a good demand for boxes, though the orders 
are hardly up to a year ago, when everything was 
rushing in the box factories. 
* * * 


The sash, door and blind factories of Baltimore, Md., 
are not pressed to fill orders. A fair business is being 
done, but the demand does not rise to exceptional pro- 
portions and the capacity of the various plants is by 
no means severely taxed. The indications for the 
future are on the whole encouraging. Much building 
activity prevails and construction work still in prospect 
gives the future an encouraging outlook. 

* * * 

The call at New York city shows a slight improve- 
ment, and there are indications that a little more 
building is under way. Still, prices are not as firmly 
held as they might be. 


* * * 


The association members seem thoroughly successful 
in holding to their established discount on doors at 
Boston, Mass, The dealer talks rather less than usual 
about what he expects to do in the way of low prices 
shortly, and is more apt to accept the first quotation 
of the salesmen to order his stock if he is in want. 
The movement from the retail places in Boston is not 
at all bad when considered in the light of the general 
inactivity of the building business. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST CURTAILMENT. 
(Special Telegram.) 

Witmineton, N. C., May 24.—At a meeting of the 
South Atlantic Lumber Association, held at Aberdeen, 
this state, yesterday, the action of the North Carolina 
Pine Association at Norfolk, Va., on May 3, and that 
of the Georgia Saw Mill Association on May 4, reduc- 
ing the present lumber output one-third and agreeing 
to stand by the present prices, was indorsed; and the 
association unanimously agreed to curtail production 
one-third until the demand should equal the supply. 
Many of the mills reported more or less business already 
in hand, with many new inquiries coming in during the 
past ten days. With the exception of the item of 
boards, the stocks at the mills were reported not in 
excess of those under normal conditions. 

BP PPP OE OOIII ISS 

N. J. Warner, of Wausau, Wis., is shipping two car- 
goes of square rock elm timber of extra fine quality for 
the European market. This timber is consigned to the 





McArthur Bros. Company, Limited, of Toronto, Ont. 


A SOO (FISH) LINE JUNKET. 


Minnesota has something over 8,000 “fishable” lakes, 
according to Advertising Agent Williams, of the Omaha 
road at St. Paul, who is a conceded authority, and the 
Soo line misses probably a dozen of them. To some one 
of these numerous lakes General Passenger Agent W. R. 
Calloway every year takes a party of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul newspaper men for a little outing, a breath of 
ozone and a bass, if a good angler. This year Mr. Callo- 
way’s junket surpassed all previous ones in every way. 
The party numbered about thirty in all, and left Minne- 
apolis at 6 o’clock Saturday evening, occupying a sleeping 
car on the regular west bound local train and a dining 
car, manned by six colored gentlemen, including the cook, 
and when South Haven, fifty-five miles west of Minneap- 
olis, was reached at 9:30 the sleeper filled by the scribes, 
and the dining car also, were detached from the train and 
left on a siding. 

The party was in charge of Mr. Calloway, as genial a 
host as ever happened; and in the good work of dispens- 
ing hospitality he was nobly assisted by Harry Hunting- 
ton, his chief clerk; W. S. Thorn, assistant general pas- 
senger agent, and C. H. Lloyd, advertising agent of the 
Soo line. The first thing on the program, after starting, 
was a visit to the dining car, and from then on every 
one made merry. There were plenty of good things on 
tap, and while the menu for the supper was not exactly 
according to the following, which is the one Mr. Calloway 
distributed among the party, a careful perusal of it will 
easily give the impression that it was a very temperate 
crowd. 


Twin City 
Press Gang. 


Saturday, 
May 19th, 1900. 


Soo wee Line 


Menu 
ws 


SUPPER 
* 


HEN FRUIT 
Vintage, 1900, 10c 1899, 5c Antiques, Ic 
Antiques must be eaten on car steps 
SOLIDS 
Sand-which-is 


Ham, 10c Lamb,10c Ram,10c Jam, 10c 
These are not made to throw 
LIQUIDS 
Coffee, 10c With Sugar, 15c With Cream, 20c 
Champagne, $2 per glass Brandy, $2 per pony 
Whiskey, $2 perglass Gin, $2 per glass 
Sherry, $2 per glass Claret, $2 per glass 
Sauterne, $2 perglass Burgundy, $2 per glass 


BEER FREE 


Cards, 15c per hour Dice, 5c per throw 
Lost dice and lost or torn cards must be paid 
for at rate of 5c each 


Notice— No Beer served in State of Minnesota 


Many had been on the previous annual trips given by 
the Soo line, and the guests knew that it was hardly the 
proper thing to do much sleeping the first night out, but 
when the breakfast bell rang at 5 o’clock the next morn- 
ing some had managed to snatch a few minutes’ sleep. 
After breakfast a draive of a mile and a half brought the 
party to pretty Lake Silvia, four miles long and irregular 
in shape, nestled among the wooded hills of central Min- 
nesota, where in a short time all were away for a day’s 
choice sport. One division of the party had lunch in the 
woods at the farther end of the lake, while the others 
were entertained at lunch at the little hotel of W. T. 
Bryant, the South Haven representative of the Soo road. 
A country brass band, from Annandale, a few miles away, 
broke the stillness of the primeval forests with popular 
airs during the afternoon, bringing the fish up within 
reach of the rapacious newspaper anglers. It was late in 
the evening when the party finally assembled at the din- 
ing car for the enjoyment of a dinner that was simply 
“out of sight” in very short order. Every one slept that 
night, and when they awoke the next morning they were 
speeding along toward Minneapolis, which was reached 
shortly after breakfast. 

Mr. Calloway is a very modest gentleman, as all will 
testify who know him, therefore the writer will not men- 
tion the many nice things said about him that the boys 
repeated so frequently on the trip, but suffice it to say 
that the newspaper men of the Twin Cities who enjoyed 
his hospitality on this occasion, and among whom the 
American Lumberman representative fortunately hap- 
pened to be one, have a warm spot way down in their 
hearts for Mr. Calloway and the Soo line. If it should 
so happen that any of the thousands of readers of the 
American Lumberman want to enjoy a few days’ or 
weeks’ fishing this summer, and want to go where the 
fish just run wild in the exuberance of their spirits, the 
passenger department of the Soo line, Minneapolis, will 
gladly send them a little booklet that is the work of the 
inventive brain of Mr. Lloyd and is about the most 
unique thing in its line ever issued, and it will tell them 
all about it. 
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©. A. Paltzer, of the C. A, Paltzer Lumber Company, 
this city, spent the week in St. Louis visiting with a 
brother. 

John KR. Laing, of Palmer, Fuller & Co., this city, 
returned on Friday of last week from a three weeks’ 
trip south. 

A. N. Spencer, vice-president of J. A. Fay & Co., 
manufacturers of wood working machinery at Cincin- 
nati, O., is on Puget sound on a business trip. 

Cc. B. Flinn was down from Merrill, Wis., this week 
sizing up the lumber situation in Chicago and visiting 
with old friends in the lumber district and on the cargo 
market. 

H. A. Sellen, manager of the Morgan Company’s Chi- 
cago house, took a few days off last week to make a per- 
sonal investigation of conditions in some of the outlying 
territory. 

Arthur P. Smith, well known in Chicago sash and door 
circles, now with the Cream City Sash & Door Company, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., visited many of his old friends in 
the local trade last Saturday. 

Wellington W. Cummer, of Cadillac, Mich., and of 
the Cummer Company, will sail for Europe June 9, 
accompanied by his wife, daughter and niece. The party 
will be abroad throughout the summer, returning just 
before winter, 

Judge J. W. Cochran, of the Keystone Lumber Com- 
pany, Ashland, Wis., was a Chicago visitor on Wednes- 
day of this week and wandered down to the cargo mar- 
ket just to see how things were looking. Judge Cochran 
was not at all worried over the situation, as his com- 
pany last fall sold its entire output for the season. 

George Terwilliger has succeeded to the business of 
L. M. McEwen & Co., of De Kalb, Ill. After almost a 
lifetime in the lumbering and grain business in De Kalb, 
Mr. McEwen retires, turning over the business to Mr. 
Terwilliger, who has been associated with him as a 
junior partner a long time. The new firm, if it can be 
called new, will be known as George Terwilliger & Co, 

J. K. Joice and George J. Pope, of the D. 8. Pate Lum- 
ber Company, this city, returned this week from a 
two weeks’ trip through the east, visiting most of the 
principal cities. Mr. Pope, who arrived home on Thurs- 
day, a day in advance of his associate, stated that there 
was a perceptible improvement in the lumber trade and 
outlook east since his former visit, which was made 
about six weeks ago. 

C. E. Greef, the well known retail lumberman of 
Kldora, Ia., and an active association worker, has with 
his wife just returned from a winter spent in southern 
California, chiefly on account of the, latter’s health. 
Notwithstanding the balmy airs and constant sunshine 
of the golden state, Mr. Greef says that he prefers 
Iowa as a permanent place of residence. 

A man giving his name as George Reynolds and who 
represents himself as being a buyer or salesman for the 
hardwood firm of W. O. King & Co., of this city, has 
lately been reported as visiting one or two points in 
Missouri. W. O. King & Co. state that they have never 
heard of any such man and have no such individual in 
their employ and desire that in justice to them that fact 
be published in these columns. 

V. F. Mashek, of the Pilsen Lumber Company, this 
city, visited Sturgeon Bay, Wis., and Escanaba, Mich., 
last week and brought back with ‘him encouraging 
reports regarding the forest fires in that section. The 
copious rains on Tuesday evening dampened the fires 
to such an extent that they were easily controlled and 
very little damage has been done throughout that sec- 
tion. The fires have run up to and in between the cedar 
stocks piled at several points, but only a small lot here 
and there was burned. 

The Schloeder & Kemler Company, of this city, which 
early last year succeeded the United States Lumber 
Company, with offices and yard at the west end of the 
Division street bridge, on Goose island, has just removed 
to the corner of Division and Halsted streets, occupying 
the site recently vacated by the Western Wrecking Com- 
pany. The new yard has been put in prime condition 
and is being rapidly filled with a desirable stock of 
lumber adapted to the local trade, which is made a 
specialty of by this well known concern. 


H. G. Cady, of Pine Bluff, Ark., a timber land and 
saw mill broker, has been in Chicago this week looking 
after some business matters. Mr. Cady says that while 
the market for Arkansas pine is not as good as it was, 
there is but little real ground for complaint inasmuch 
as there is still a margin left. Manufacturers in that 
section believe in the inherent strength of the market 
and that before long prices will steady themselves on a 
higher basis. Consequently most of them are not dis- 
posed to crowd their lumber on what is for the time 
being a reluctant market. 

M. Eastman, of Plattville, Wis., was in Chicago the 
first of the week full of business as usual. In addition 
to a line of eight retail yards, Mr. Eastman is engaged 
in the wholesale trade under the firm name of the 


Morton-Edwards Lumber Company, with sales office at 
Plattville and mills on the Soo line, at Tripoli, Wis. 


He reports trade unusually active and says that any « 


shading of white pine prices is to be attributed to the 
man and not to the market. Stocks of white pine are 
so badly broken that prompt shipments are the excep- 
tion, instead of the rule. 

George H. Anger, formerly of Coote, Anger & Alex- 
ander and also Coote & Anger, Elizabeth, N. J., but 
which firms have now dissolved, has removed his office 
to Wilmington, Del., where he acts as lumber purchas- 
ing agent for the Electric Railway & Tramway Car- 
riage Works, Ltd., of Preston, England. Mr. Anger also 
commands a considerable domestic trade, and this and 
the extensive requirements of his English correspond- 
ents keep him constantly upon the outlook for hard- 
woods of all descriptions, as well as yellow pine and 
paneling stock. 

Frank Stevens, representing the Flambeau Lumber 
Company, of Lac du Flambeau, Wis., was in Chicago this 
week, having just returned from a trip among the retail 
points in northern Illinois. Mr, Stevens says that trade 
is showing some improvement in the country and orders 
are becoming more urgent. “The dealer,” he says, “wires 
in an order and then wants the lumber shipped to him 
by wire.” He thinks that the tendency to buy for stock- 
ing up purposes is daily becoming more pronounced, 
though many of the retail fraternity are still holding off 
for lower prices. 

J. B. Gilbert, who for the past six years has been 
connected with the Lumbermen’s Credit Association, of 
Chicago, ‘has resigned and accepted a position with the 
Foster Lumber Mercantile Agency. His many friends 
throughout the lumber trade will be pleased to know 
that in his new connection he will visit the lumbermen 
of the northwest. The Foster agency is to be con- 
gratulated on securing his services, as he enjoys a wide 
acquaintance among the lumber trade and is a practical 
agency man with a successful record of over twenty 
years in mercantile agency work. 

I. W. Upham and Max Sondheimer, two well known 
Chicago lumbermen, spent several days last week in 
looking over the hardwood situation in Wisconsin, and 
also attended the annual meeting of the Wisconsin 
Hardwood Export Company, which was held at Wausau. 
The affairs of this latter concern, which is under the 
management of Moses Katz, were found to be in excel- 
lent condition, A dividend of gratifying proportions 
was declared. Regarding the results of the trip, the 
gentlemen state that some desire to sell was evident in 
certain quarters. Stocks at most of the mills were found 
rather heavy, and the demand not especially urgent. 


One of the best and most flourishing retailers’ organi- 
zations that we know of is the Western Planing Mill & 
Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, which makes its 
headquarters at Pittsburg. This association has arranged 
a series of meetings to be attended by all the dealers in 
the district indicated, taking place every Friday even- 
ing at 8 o’clock at the Hotel Victoria, Pittsburg. The 
main object of these meetings is a uniform price-list. 
Every dealer in that section, with possibly three excep- 
tions, has thus far been represented at the meetings. 
The best of feeling has been generated by their coming 
together, possibly in part due to the bountiful repast 
and good cheer that thas been provided for them at the 
Victoria. 


In a recent interview, C. A. Bigelow, secretary of the 
Michigan Hemlock Association, said that a synopsis 
of twenty-seven stock reports showed that there was 
in hand, May 1, a total with those reporting of but 
45,070,000 feet. This was an average of 1,669,000 feet 
for each one reporting, against an average of 1,914,000 
feet on March 1. Recently forest fires have been at 
work in the lower peninsula of Michigan, where it is 
estimated 40,000,000 feet of logs and lumber burned, 
most of it hemlock, These things have strengthened 
the feeling on the part of the lower Michigan hemlock 
operators that there is no reason for a weakening in 
price, and that in spite of the temporary slackening 
in demand all the lumber that will be available this 
_ will be wanted before the active shipping season 
closes. 


Caleb Williams, secretary and superintendent of the 
N. Ludington Company, Marinette, Wis., has been 
granted a year’s leave of absence by the company and 
will probably spend that period in travel in this coun- 
try and also perhaps in Europe. Mr. Williams well 
deserves this rest, as he has been with the N. Ludington 
Company for thirty-three years, five years of which 
period he was a bookkeeper in the office. He was then 
promoted to the superintendency of the mill and woods 
operations, which position he has filled with distin- 
guished credit for twenty-eight years. In that period 
he has had charge of the logging and manufacture of 
not far from 1,000,000,000 feet of lumber. Mr. Williams 
is well known among the lumbermen of Chicago, as well 
as of the north. He has just turned the half century 
milestone and is therefore in the prime of life and can 
well enjoy the twelve months’ vacation which has been 
accorded him. 





Winter-Sawed Hemlock and Hardwoods. 


The Davis & Stitt Company, Marinette, Wis., has a 
stock of 3,000,000 feet of hemlock and 1,000,000 feet of 
basswood and other hardwood lumber that was sawed the 
past winter at the mill of Burns & Hicks, Menominee. 
This company has about 5,000,000 feet more of logs that 
will be down in the Menominee river drive and will be 
sawed during the summer. The entire lumber output of 


the company is for sale, and wholesalers looking for 
hemlock or hardwoods may find it to their advantage to 
correspond with the Davis & Stitt Company. 

This concern was incorporated last fall to succeed the 
old firm of Davis & Stitt. The members of the company 
are Perley Lowe, Chicago, president; Warren J. Davis, 
Marinette, secretary and treasurer, and W. J. Stitt, 
superintendent. Mr. Davis is cashier of the First 
National bank, of Marinette, of which Jesse Spalding, of 
Chicago, is president, and the offices of the Davis & Stitt 
Company are upstairs above the bank. Last winter the 
Davis & Stitt Company put in 30,000 white cedar poles, 
150,000 posts and 50,000 ties, all of which have been sold, 
Messrs. Davis and Stitt have been in the cedar business 
for some years, and during the last two years have 
engaged more in the lumber business. 





Seventy Million Feet of Stock. 


An important lumber transaction was concluded in 
this city this weck, whereby the Badger & Jackson Com. 
pany, a well known firm of wholesalers, became the own- 
er of the season’s cut of white pine and norway lumber, 
lath and shingles, of the Menasha Woodenware Company, 
of Menasha, Wis. The amount of stock involved in the 
deal is 30,000,000 feet, of which 10,600,000 feet is already 
in pile. The Badger & Jackson Company for several 
years past has handled the cut of the Diamond Match 
Company at Green Bay, Wis., and this year has purchased 
the same cut, which will amount to 40,000,000 feet. This 
gives the company a total resource of 70,000,000 feet of 
Jumber for this season’s trade, 

The Badger & Jackson Company is fortunate in being 
associated with two such responsible concerns as the 
above, each being the largest in its particular line in the 
country. The Menasha Woodenware Company is under 
the direction of Charles R. Smith, president, and Henry 
8S. Smith, secretary, two wonderfully progressive young 
business men. The logs will be shipped to the Brown- 
Robbins Lumber Company’s mills at Rhinelander, where 
they will be sawed, and from there distributed by rail by 
the Badger & Jackson Company. 

The quality of the cut of the Diamond Match Company, 
which is under the supervision of that thorough-going 
business manager and sterling gentleman, J. H. Com- 
stock, is well known to the lumber trade all through the 
north and east. The logs sawed by the Green Bay concern 
produce largely wide and thick lumber, while the 
Menasha company’s logs are smaller, yielding a small, 
thrifty, red-knotted class of stock, and running largely 
to 4, 6, 8 and 10 inch widths and to piece stuff. It will 
thus be seen that the Badger & Jackson Company is to 
be congratulated in securing two such stocks, as they will 
supplement each other extremely well. 

The Badger & Jackson Company, by the way, may now 
be ranked as one of the foremost lumber distributers in 
this section of the country, and this year, with its 
70,000,000 feet of stock to draw from, will constitute an 
important factor in the trade. The components of this 
company, A. 8, Badger, president, and Arthur 8. Jackson, 
secretary and treasurer, are aggressive business men and 
thorough lumbermen, and by persistent effort and fair 
dealing have built up a splendid clientage among the 
lumber-buying public of the eastern and middle western 
states. 





rir. Lowe’s Latest Big Deal. 


Perley Lowe, of this city, has been up at Marinette, 
Wis., this week, and as a result it is announced that 
Perley Lowe & Co., of Chicago, have purchased an addi- 
tional interest to that already owned by Mr. Lowe 
in the Peshtigo Lumber Company, of Peshtigo, Wis. 
The deal involves the handling of the Peshtigo company’s 
cut for this season by Perley Lowe & Co., of Chicago, but 
the stock will be shipped direct from Peshtigo, all of 
it being handled in the rail trade. A meeting was 
held at Marinette on Friday for the purpose of reor- 
ganization, but as the Lumberman goes to press on 
Thursday night it is unable this week to give details 
regarding the personnel or policy of the new officials. 
Isaac Stephenson, who has had charge of the company 
for several years past, intends to retire, it is announced, 
but William Ellis, jr., will continue as superintendent. 
The sale of stock to Perley Lowe & Co. was made by 
Isaac Stephenson of Marinette, and Daniel Wells and 
Charles Ray, of Milwaukee. 

There is still considerable pine timber on the 112,000 
acres of land owned by the Peshtigo company and also 
a large amount of cedar. The cedar business probably 
will be developed and the company become one of the 
larger operators in this line in the Menominee district. 





Hoo-Hoo Doings. 


Philadelphia’s First Concatenation. 


A concatenation of the order of Hoo-Hoo, the first 
held in the city, was brought off at the Odd Fellows 
Temple on May 8. It was a source of great disappoint 
ment to himself, and of course to his friends, that Frank 
T. Rumbarger, Vicegerent Snark for eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, was unable to be present through illness. He had 
asked a number of friends to be present and had also 
invited some notables of the order from out of town to 
assist, and in his absence the number of initiates was 
not as large as it would otherwise have been. e 
Vicegerent has announced another concatenation for 
‘Monday, May 28, at 7:30 in room A, sixth floor of the 
Odd Fellows Temple. Already there are nearly twenty 
applicants who desire to see the light, and this number 
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will probably be swelled. The officers and initiates at 
the first concatenation were: 


Officers—Snark, W. S. Wilson; Senior Hoo-Hoo, F. A. 
Kirby; Junior Hoo-Hoo, D. H. Hollomon; Bojum, Henry H. 
Benners; Scrivenoter, James N. Holloway; Jabberwock, 
Bugene J. Perry; Custocatian, A. E. Benners; Arcanoper, 
A, G. Scholl ; Gurdon, E. 8S. Courtney. 

Initiates : 

George Herbert, Ashley, Philadelphia. 

St. George Bond, Philadelphia. 

Samuel Haley Dyer, Philadelphia. 

Frank Beecher Folsom, Philadelphia. 

John Frank Holloway, Philadelphia. 

Jerry Peter Robinhoid, Philadelphia. 








At Orange, Tex., [ay 12. 


Officers—Snark, W. F. McClure; Senior Hoo-Hoo, W. D. 
Bettis; Junior Hoo-Hoo, E. N. Ketchum; Bojum, Charles 
M. Rein; Scrivenoter, George Roll Call; Jabberwock, C. T. 
Pannewitz; Custocatian, D. Tramway Call; Arcanoper, C. 
f. Jones; Gurdon, J. H. Labit. 

Initiates : 

George Cow Creek Adams, Call, Tex. 

John Crawford Arbogast, Fields, La. 

Joseph Edwards Craddock, Fields, La. 

Hugh Brodner Curry, Orange, Tex. 

Edward Dennis Downs, Lee’s Mill, Tex. 

Joseph Dupuy Durel, Orange. 

Robert Belt Kikel, Houston, Tex. 

Oscar Edmund Eckardt, Crowley, La. 

Arthur Lee Ford, Orange. 

Wakefield Alexander Johns, Orange. 

Nelson Joseph Kavanaugh, Houston, Tex. 

Charles Walter McFarlane, Orange. 

Frederick Edwin Howard Newcombe, Orange. 

William Walker Parry, Hooks’ Switch, Tex. 

Hon. No. 48 John Wiley Link, Orange. 

lion. No. 49 Julian Dean Butler, Orange. 





At Orange, Tex., May 13. 

Officers—Snark, W. IF’. McClure; Senior Hoo-Hoo, C. L. 
Nabers; Junior Hoo-Hoo, J. 8S. Benner; Bojum, George H. 
Higgins; Scrivenoter, George Roll Call; Jabberwock, C. F. 
Pannewitz; Custocatian, D. Tramway Call; Arcanoper, E. 
J. Wiley; Gurdon, J. H. Labit. 

Initiates : 

Albert Edmond Chambers, Lake Charles, La. 

Robert Postal Morgan, Orange, Tex. 

ee ee 


Notes of the Order. 


T. E. Dunn, the newly appointed Vicegerent Snark for 
North Dakota, will hold a concatenation at Fargo June 7. 
Fargo is the home of quite a number of enthusiastic Hoo- 
Hoo, and it is believed that a good class will be worked up 
for this meeting. 

N. Gregertsen is working up a concatenation at Bruns- 
‘wick, Ga., for which the date is June 28. W. 8S. Wilson is 
the Vicegerent Snark for Georgia and Mr. Gregertsen is 
proving himself an able lieutenant. 

Vicegerent Snark W. S. Wilson will hold a concatenta- 
tion at Macon, Ga., May 31. 


HYMENEAL. 








Stephenson-liIcLaughlin. 


The marriage of I. Watson Stephenson, elder son of 
Isaac Stephenson, occurred at Marinette, Wis., on Tues- 
day of this week. The bride was Miss Kathryn McLaugh- 
lin, daughter of Superintendent McLaughlin, of the 
Marinette-Menominee Paper Company. The wedding was 
a family affair. Among the presents from the groom’s 
father were 100 shares of stock in the Stephenson Manu- 
facturing Company, worth $10,000; fifty shares of stock 
in the America National bank, Chicago, worth $9,000; 
and a $15,000 residence to be built on Riverside avenue. 
On his return from his wedding trip the groom will be 
made general superintendent of the N. Ludington and 
Stephenson Manufacturing companies, as Caleb Wil- 
liams, the present superintendent of the N. Ludington 
Company, has been given a year’s leave of absence and 
will travel for the benefit of his health. 





Tibbits-Nieustedt. 


Heber L, Tibbits, traveling representative for the 
Yawkey Lumber Company, of Hazelhurst, Wis., and one 
of the best known lumber salesmen in Wisconsin and 
northern Illinois territory, was married on Wednesday 
of this week at Clarinda, Ia., to Miss Nellie Nieustedt, 
of that place. 

Several months ago the Lumberman gave its readers 
a hint of this event, it being then known that some con- 
siderable attraction existed for Mr. Tibbits in the state 
of Iowa, as was evident by his frequent trips west of 
the river. At that time it was suggested that the wed- 
ding would occur in June. Evidently Mr: Tibbits 
applied some of his aggressive business qualities to his 
courtship and therefore the wedding occured a month 
earlier than had been anticipated. The wedding was 
said to be quite an important event in Clarinda social 
circles and was largely attended. Among those who 
were there were Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Tibbits, of Mil- 
waukee, father and mother of the groom, also his sister, 
Miss Maude Tibbits, and brother, Charles Tibbits. 

The groom is justly regarded as one of the prominent 
salesmen of this territory, the esteem in which he is 
held by his brother salesmen being evidenced in his 
selection last March to the presidency of the North- 
western Lumber & Sash and Door Traveling Salesmen’s 
Association. Many of his friends in the association, 
as well as quite a number outside, further testi- 
fied their appreciation of Mr. Tibbits by present- 
ing him and his bride with a handsome case con- 
taining a full set of solid silver tableware, one of the 
finest that could be found and complete in every detail. 
The gift was accompanied by a letter of congratulations, 
engrossed by an expert penman and signed with the 


names of the forty-four donors, of which the following 
18 @ copy: 


Milwaukee, Wis., May 22. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Heber L. Tibbits: . 

akg SA aioe oye me best ae for 
ppiness, we our ac nce 0 l 

token of Gur caleemn gy cceptance of this small 


Obituary. 


Charles Langdon. 


Charles S. Langdon, senior member of C. S. Langdon 
& Co., 66 Broad street, New York city, died of neuralgia 
of the heart at East Hampton, Conn., on May 20. 
Major Langdon, as he was familiarly known, had gone 
to Connecticut for a brief stay with his daughter, and 
his health had been quite good of late, so that news 
of his death came with a shock to his family at their 
home, 220 West One Hundred and Thirty-eighth street, 
New York city. Major Langdon was sixty-five years old, 
and a native of Brooklyn. He had served with gallantry 
in the civil war and retired with the rank of major 
of volunteers. He had been in the lumber business 
for thirty years and was a practical lumberman, having 
at one time managed a mill at Darien, Ga. 

After conducting an export business in Pacific coast 
lumber on his own account for many years, Major 
Langdon associated himself in 1892 with Richard 
Gurney, under the firm name of C. S. Langdon & Co. 
They handled pitch pine lumber and timber and Pacific 
coast lumber and spars by the cargo, being agents for 
the Pacific Pine Company, of San Francisco. 

Major Langdon had a large acquaintance in the lum- 
ber trade and was highly esteemed by all who knew 
him. He was a member of the New York Produce 
xchange, the Maritime Exchange, the Yellow Pine 
Exchange, the Loyal Legion and the Downtown Club. 
Ife leaves a widow and six children. 








D. C. Bacon. 


Major D. C. Bacon died on May 12 at Bayboro, Ga. 
Ile was one of the wealthiest citizens of the state and 
made his fortune in the lumber business, in which he was 
still actively engaged at the time of his death, being 
president of the Pinopolis Saw Mill Company, of which 
Martin F. Amorous is manager. Major Bacon was 
well known to thousands of readers of the American 
Lumberman. He was at one time a resident of Atlanta 
and president of the Atlanta Lumber Company. He 
was afterward president of the Vale Royal Manufactur- 
ing Company and of the Amoskeag Lumber Company. 
He has for some years been a citizen of Bayboro. Mr. 
Bacon was also president of the Sparks, Moultrie & 
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THE LATE D. C. BACON. 


Gulf railroad and of the Tifton & Moultrie railroad. 
His embarkation in the lumber business was made 
shortly after the war, in Savannah, Ga. 

It is not too much to say that he was one of the most 
widely known and influential citizens of the state of 
Georgia. He was twice married and leaves two sons by 
his first wife and one by his second wife, who survives 
him. 

PPB BPP PPP PPP PDP 


NO COPIMENT IS NECESSARY. 


CLEVELAND, O., May 18.—Editor American Lumber- 
man: We desire especially to congratulate you upon 
your means of reaching the public through your columns. 

We were recently in need of a couple of Sret-dass men 
to take charge of our southern business. The result 
was that we sent you an advertisement, and we have 
received in reply possibly thirty letters, and among 
them we find two just such men as we were looking for, 
and by chance they happened to be men of old acquaint- 
ance. 

We merely speak of this to say that anyone requiring 
anything and who will make his wants known through 
your paper will surely secure results, 

Henry C. Curisty, 
General Manager the Kirk-Christy Company. 





MILWAUKEE MENTION. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs,, May 21.—No hardwood wholesal- 
ing concern stands better with the trade both north and 
south than the Tegge Lumber Company, of this city, 
which does a general wholesale and retail business in 
northern and southern hardwood lumber of all kinds, 
including cabinet woods. C. E. Tegge, the head of the 
Tegge Lumber Company, has been in the hardwood lum- 
ber business in Milwaukee for a number of years. Speak- 
ing of trade to a representative of the Lumberman, Mr. 
Tegge said that last year his company did the largest 
business in its history, and that the demand for hard- 
woods continued good through March and into April this 
year, but for the last few weeks there has been a falling 
off in the demand, due to the unsettled conditions pre- 
vailing in building and labor circles largely. Mr. Tegge 
looks for an improvement in the demand before fall, and 
on the whole he finds the outlook in the hardwood lumber 
trade satisfactory. 

The Page & Landeck Lumber Company has offices in 
the Loan & Trust Company building, where “Gus” Lan- 
deck can always be found. Mr. Landeck reports a fair 
demand for hardwood lumber at present, although the 
larger buyers evince a waiting disposition. The Page & 
Landeck Lumber Company handles both northern and 
southern hardwoods, and is now figuring on several deals 
which, if consummated, will give the concern ample 
stocks for the future. } 

The Johnson Lumber Company, which also has offices 
in the Loan & Trust Company building, where it is 
engaged in wholesaling northern pine, making a specialty 
of factory stock, will soon have a nice stock of factory 
lumber dry and ready for shipment. 

Charles Forster, of the Forster Lumber Company, Mil- 
waukee, has returned from an extended trip to the timber 
districts of the west coast, where it is reported that he 
may some day become a large owner of timber lands. 

J. J. Tully, with the J. J. Kennedy Lumber Company, 
Rib Lake, Wis., and “Kit” Carson, with the Alexander 
Stewart Lumber Company, Wausau, Wis., constituted a 
small bunch of traveling lumber salesmen in Milwaukee 
recently. 

W. I. Cole, representing the United States Manufactur- 
ing Company, Oshkosh, spent several days in Milwaukee 
last week. This company makes the glue applying 
machine that is proving such a boon to sash and door 
and furniture manufacturers. For gluing veneers it is 
not only a great saver of time and glue but also of labor, 
and does better work than can be done by hand. 


BABB BBL LL IS 


The Sample Lumber Company, Hollins, Ala., is put- 
ting in a new 500-horse power Corliss engine and adding 
to its planing mill machinery, dry kilns, ete., new 
features that will increase the capacity of the plant to 
20,000,000 feet a year. An electric light plant is also 
being installed and the whole of the new work will be 
finished and in operation within a few days. 


THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


From the tenor of reports sent in by our correspond- 
ents this week it is evident that the lumber market is 
taking on a healthier tone. Not only is there a more 
or less pronounced improvement according to locality in 
actual demand, but also there is apparent a gradual pass- 
ing away of the feeling that values are on the verge of 
demoralization. The reaction in prices that already has 
occurred is regarded my many as representing the full 
measure of decline that will be experienced this spring, 
though in regard to some of the hardwoods such views 
are probably too optimistic. Strikes in the building 
trades and other labor troubles in the cities are still 
handicapping the growth of demand. ‘That is the most 
unfavorable feature of the situation. The lumber busi- 
ness is not suffering from overproduction, but from 
underconsumption, and a return to normally healthful 
conditions cannot be looked for until the building trades 
shall again be taking the usual amount of lumber and 
other material. While buying is and has been for weeks 
largely of a hand-to-mouth character, there is a steady 
undercurrent of consumption that is gradually eating 
into stocks at the factories and in the hands of retailers. 
Therefore such accumulations as may have been piling 
up at the mills or at wholesale points are in effect only 
the shifting of the available supply a little nearer to the 
saws; that there is still a shortage in the aggregate stocks 
no one who has studied the situation carefuly will deny. 
Having lost the better part of spring trade in building 
lines it is scarcely likely that the business of the year 
will foot up to the totals of last season, especially as we 
must go through a presidential campaign this fall, but 
there is no reason to feel discouraged over the outlook. 


* * * 


The situation at the white pine mills and its probable 
effect upon the market is a matter of interest just now. 
While a fair log crop was secured last winter, low water 
in the streams this spring has prevented getting the 
drives down to the mills in northern Minnesota and in 
some portions of Wisconsin. As a result a number of the 
mills are already shut down and others will be compelled 
to close in the course of the next week or two. At Minne- 
apolis there is little prospect of another supply of logs 
for four to six weks to come, and all along the upper Mis- 
sissippi river and tributaries the situation is becoming 
serious, Some of the mills which secure their logs by 
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rail are affected to some extent, where the logs pri- 
marily are banked on the smaller streams and driven 
down to a point where they can be loaded on cars and 
railed to destination. Figuring on the probable reduction 
of output because of this delay in getting the logs down 
is all u matter of guesswork because more favorable con- 
ditions Jater in the season may enable the mille to make 
up for lost time to some extent. But temporarily, at 
least, the forced closing down of the mills is a strength- 
ening factor in the situation, and it is being helped out 
by an increased demand for yard stock in the middle 
west. Prices at the interior mills are perceptibly firmer 
than they were two or three weeks ago, the principal 
weakness now pertaining only to short piece stuff and to 
lath. Hemlock naturally feels to some extent the weak- 
ness in white pine piece stuff, though there has been no 
general cutting of the list on the part of hemlock mill 
men in Wisconsin or Michigan. Recent developments 
have tended to encourage manufacturers at lake points 
in their determination to maintain former prices. Buyers 
from the east who have visited Lake Superior points 
recently found no disposition on the part of mill men to 
make concessions, and therefore the situation in regard 
to cargo sales remains practically at a standstill. Some 
advantage has accrued to the lower lake distributing 
points through a decline in lake freight rates, it being 
reported that charters are now made from Lake Superior 
on a basis of $2.50, the figure for which eastern shippers 
had been holding off. Unless the movement of lumber 
from the upper lakes shall improve shortly it is believed 
that rates will go still lower. 
* * * 


It cannot be said that prices for southern pine yard 
stock are firmer than they were a week ago, but at least 
the downward tendency has been checked. At first the 
suspension of the list created some demoralization, but 
that is gradually wearing away. Mill men have found 
that cutting prices does not sell the lumber and are 
adopting a more conservative policy, feeling confident 
that there will be at least a slight improvement in values 
within the next thirty days. The accumulation of yard 
stock at Arkansas and Missouri mills is about the only 
element of weakness. This would soon disappear with a 
return to normal demand from the retail trade. There is 
a good call for bill stuff, not so urgent perhaps as a few 
months ago, but the mills that cater to this class of busi- 
ness have plenty to do, many of them being compelled to 
run overtime to keep up with orders. The export trade 
in southern pine is holding up well. Predictions that 
there would be a slump in export prices have not been 
verified, nor are they likely to be. A decline in ocean 
freight rates would help the situation materially. Such 
a decline usually occurs in the spring, but it has not put 
in an appearance this year. Nevertheless, there is a good 
export movement to Europe and the West Indies, and 
it is improving to South American countries, with good 
prospects for an increase of the South African trade as 
soon as the Boer-English war shall have ended. Labor 
troubles are cropping out again at some of the southern 
mill points and are expected to cause some curtailment in 
the cut of export stock. 


* a * 


Handlers of cypress report that new business is not 
quite so plentiful as it was a few weeks ago, but consider- 
ing the scarcity of dry stock the situation generally is a 
favorable one. The mills are gaining a little in stocks 
on hand, but that is what they have been desirous of 
doing for several months past. Reports from mills in 
the gulf region and on the Atlantic coast indicate that 
while there has been some increase in green lumber on 
hand, dry stocks are if anything a little lighter than they 
were two months ago. In view of this condition there is 
little prospect of a weakening in the prices for cypress, 
even though the demand during the summer months may 
be a little quiet. 

om * * 

North Carolina pine operators are following the policy 
of reducing output by running the mills only four days 
in the week, thus making a reduction in the total output 
of about 33 1-3 percent. This is sufficient to prevent an 
accumulation of stock at the mills and has a tendency to 
stiffen prices somewhat on a few items. The domestic 
demand is considered good as compared with trade in 
other varieties of lumber, while the outlook for export 
business is satisfactory. 

* m * 

Reports from the eastern distributing centers are 
beginning to sound here and there a note of encour- 
agement. Labor troubles in the building trades are 
gradually disappearing in the east and while there has 
been no general resumption of building operations the 
outlook for the summer months is considered good. At 
Baltimore there is already considerable activity and in 
several other of the large eastern cities the movement of 
real estate is sufficiently large to give encouragement 
in this line. Retail dealers are talking less about high 
values for lumber and while still buying only from hand 
to mouth they are less pessimistic in regard to the 
future than was the case in the early spring. 

* * ” 

Telegraphic advices from the Pacific coast are to the 
effect that the shutdown of the shingle mills in Wash- 
ington, agreed upon by the members of the shingle manu- 
facturer’s association, has been a success so far. For 
the first week 90 percent of the mills were closed, thus 
reducing the output to merely nominal figures. Most of 
the shingles that were in transit when the break in the 
market occurred have been disposed of and the shingle 
situation therefore shows a decided improvement. In 
regard to the lumber trade, the Pacific coast mills have 
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little complaint to make. In some respects values are 
not so firm as they were a month or two ago, but the 
demand holds up well for rail shipment to the east, 
for domestic consumption and in the export trade. 


* * * 


In the hardwood market matters are moving along 
without much change. Supplies in most lines are com- 
ing forward more freely from the mills, but in dry stock 
a shortage still exists. No general break in the mar- 
ket is looked for, but on some items there may be a 
gradual settling down of values as the new cut becomes 
available for shipment. Red oak, poplar and cotton- 
wood are probably the strongest items in the hardwood 
list. 

7 * * 

The situation in the English markets, as reported by 
our London correspondent, is encouraging to exporters 
in this country. The English trade has been suffering 
to some extent from under-consumption, but as a rule 
the outlook for American woods is indicative of an 
increasing demand from abroad during the summer and 
fall. 





Northern Pine and Spruce. 





Chicago. According to some of the yard dealers 
there has been an improvement in the country trade 
during the last ten days or two weeks, but others say 
they have noticed no change from previous conditions. 
On the whole, however, it is evident there has been some 
improvement in the demand, and the situation in general 
is more satisfactory than it was two weeks ago. The 
views which are expressed by dealers depend a good deal 
upon the character of their trade. Those who have been 
catering to what is called the manufacturing demand 
have had little reason to complain this spring, as the 
volume of business in this line is as heavy, and in many 
instances heavier, than it was a year ago. That the 
country trade has been comparatively good is shown by 
the fact that shipments from this market since January 1 
show an increase of about 12 percent as compared with 
shipments for the same period in 1899. It will thus 
be seen that the falling off pertains entirely to city 
trade and this is due solely to the labor troubles. A 
careful estimate indicates that the total of city trade this 
year is about 60 percent of what it was a year ago, 
though in some cases where dependence is almost entirely 
on the building demand the falling off is much greater. 

This failure of the city trade to take the usual.amount 
of lumber this spring has left dealers with a larger 
supply on hand than they had figured on, stocks here 
being from 50,000,000 to 75,000,000 feet heavier than 
they were a year ago. This amount is not a large one, 
however, and is being offset from week to week by 
lighter receipts from the northern mills. 

The labor situation shows no improvement, and it 
is impossible to say when a settlement will be reached. 
The feeling is growing, however, that an agreement will 
be arrived at between the contractors and the unions in 
the near future. A settlement of the strike or lockout 
undoubtedly would bring a speedy revival in the demand 
for lumber locally, although probably the amount of 
building done during the year will be much less than it 
would have been had not the trouble occurred. 

No changes have taken place in yard prices of late. If 
anything the feeling is stronger than it was thirty days 
ago, though no one expects that prices will advance. 
Encouragement is found in the fact that several repre- 
sentatives who have been here from the north recently 
showed less disposition to cut prices than at any time 
since early in the spring. According to reports received 
from Minneapolis, the feeling there is much stronger 
as to prices than it was a couple of weeks ago and coun- 
try trade throughout the northwest seems to be attain- 
ing satisfactory proportions. 

As .intimated above, the receipts by lake are falling 
below those of the corresponding time last year. Prac- 
tically nothing has been sold on the cargo market as 
yet, the sales so far being confined to a few cargoes to 
arrive and perhaps one or two which were placed on 
the open market. A small cargo of hemlock was sold in 
this way during the week and also one of shingles, but 
there have not been enough transactions to furnish a 
basis for cargo quotations. 

Lake freight rates are sagging off from the opening 
figures. There has been a serious break in the grain 
rates and naturally this is reflected on lumber charters. 
It is stated that several charters have been made from 
Lake Superior on a basis of $2.50 and vesselmen seem 
willing to accept $2.75, where a week or two ago they 
were holding out strongly for $3. On Lake Michigan 
the rates are only nominal, but probably plenty of 
charters could be secured for $1.25. More boats are 
offered than can secure loads and vesselmen are willing 
to accept any figure that they think will give them a 
small margin of profit. Unless the movement, of lumber 
by lake shall increase in the near future it is likely that 
vessel rates will rule low throughout the summer. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 19. 








1900 "96,807,060 "7.860000 
Coenen eee ee ee eeee eeee eens a eesene seseesseeees 807, 869, 
1BDD ..reveccccesccccccvevecevessscesesvececvceass 37,480,000 9,074,000 
DOCTOASE.......esseeevessecvecescsesss cess 678,000 3,205,000 
RECEIPTS FROM JAN. 1 to MAY 19 INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
UDDD . aces cvcceecvecer vere cccccces cess vevesceces 428,607,000 98.613,000 
Increase eeeer eves 


seeeeeeeees 78,425,000 40,177,000 


SHIPMENTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 19. 
LUMBER 





SHINGLEs, 

1000 ..c000e 0cceccseccce cece ccccccce cece cesssevcoce 14,488, 5,397,000 

1BOD ..sccccccccccsee cocc cece cceecccces ceveeceoese 15,904,000 5,221,000 

eee eeeenend _—_-_—. 

INCTEBBE. .... esse eeeeeeceeeeececnee even sees 176,000 
MEIN fai’ cn av. 7 dorks oc ey weaRraeeaS 1,416,000 

SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. 1 TO MAY 19 INCLUSIVE. 

LUMBER. SHINGLES, 

1900 .. 054, 77,497,000 

MOD. cccvccdcsccccecvesvecccscecncsesvsenneueste 261,402,000 56,486,000 

INCTEABE, 2... 2.0000 seveccceesccescesees cose 31,652,000 21,011,000 





Minneapolis, Minn. With business slightly improv- 
ing and the mills shutting down on account of the 
searcity of logs the market presents a firmer front, this 
week ihan it has for some time past. Shipments are 
somewhat in excess of the proportion of dry lumber on 
hand and are improving from week to week. 

Salesmen report light stocks in the hands of the deal- 
ers, and the demand from the country is certain to 
increase as soon as the farmers are through with their 
seeding. Shipments to the large centers are also 
improving. It is thought that the railroad companies, 
line yards, box makers and other large buyers, who have 
been postponing purchases for some time awaiting lower 
values, will soon be obliged to buy lumber. When 
they come into the market they are likely to come all 
at once and repeat the abnormal demand of last sum- 
mer, so far as the stocks will permit. 

The mills of Minneapolis will have all closed down 
by the end of this week. This will effect a very large 
curtailment in the cut. There is no likelihood that they 
will resume operations inside of two or three weeks, 
This curtailment, taken with that of the mills in the 
northern part of the state which are already closed, 
will soon have a decided effect upon the general market 
situation. The situation has never been quite as serious 
as it is at the present time, and is giving the manu- 
facturers considerable anxiety. The developments of 
the next few weeks will be watched with interest, as 
upon the date when sawing may be resumed depends 
further advances in the list. 

The receipts and shipments for the past week were as 





follows: 
Ressiete. Shipments. 
IES 5°. 5 3eG:s bles o> Rae Seles 255,000 1,950,000 
EE nis i5 Ae 4:6 0 ie'olialase ete ee eee 135,000 1,310,000 
RRR rere tert eae 150,000 1,530,000 
Saturday p. grecw’sl eel ele Wein ein wialeiere's 845,000 1,545,000 
BEES ba clare ee keienee mend Sere 300,000 1,335,000 
EE > 6. hts e:F: 9'o1 e058 beens ‘ 75,000 1,380,000 
Se rere ere rare . 1,260,000 9,050,000 
ee Ee) ae rere re - 1,170,000 8,340,000 
NS i cicitn cinta ons 90,000 710,000 
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Saginaw, Mich. The wholesale lumber market is 
firm, but no transactions are being reported, and a large 
buyer stated today that no wholesale lots are changing 
hands. He said the local dealers are carrying pretty 
good stocks and as trade is not rushing they are not 
buying. Log run is quoted at $17 to $25; box lumber is 
firm at $16, norway bill stuff $14 and $15, and mill 
culls at $13 and $14. The market is firm, and there is 
nothing in sight to indicate weakness. A Saginaw gen- 
tleman who is interested heavily at Duluth, and who 
came from there Saturday, said there is not much lim- 
ber being crowded on the market there; that prices are 
firm. His concern sold 500,000 feet of No. 4 boards at 
$12, which is the same price at which this stock sold 
last fall. Planing mills and box factories are now run- 
ning full time, and there is not much complaint, 
although there is no rush. 

New York City. Firmness is the feature of both 
northern pine and eastern spruce just at present. ‘The 
yards are beginning to sell all kinds of stock, and mat- 
ters are taking on a more cheerful appearance. - Little 
pine is coming into this market. 
being shipped on order. Consequently the figures are 
unchanged, and, if anything, are held even stiffer than 
they were—$18.50 to $21 for log run. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. Most of the white pine yards report 
business decidedly slow and, what is more, they are get- 
ting no intimation that there is to be any improvement 
right away. Some of the more anxious dealers are try- 
ing to set a time for a revival of business, but the late 
report that the building of the country has fallen off one- 
third is a good deal of a damper. There is some looking 
after such grades as can be made into boxes, as that 
branch of mill work is more active than any other, but 
nobody is anxious to put money into pine now. Still there 
is no indication that the west is letting up on its prices, 
and so long as it holds firm there is certainly nothing 
for us to do but to follow, as it would be the wildest 
folly to cut down in anything, especially as nothing 
but a very severe reduction would sell any lumber. So 
the dealers are watching the trade with the utmost 
care, sometimes going the rounds of their customers 
with the object mainly of studying the situation rather 
than making sales. There will be no sale of anything 
of account at the seaboard till the strikes are over, s0 
the state at large must be the objective point. It is 
generally reported that retailers are still stocked up 
quite heavily, but are selling fairly well, considering the 
general demand, so that they will need more before long. 





Boston, Mass. White pine is in a condition which it 
is hard to analyze. Some manufacturers are offering 
stocks at slight reductions in price, while a great por- 
tion of them are turning down inquiries from New Eng- 
land, with the answer that they eng not to quote. 
having nothing on hand that is really fit for the market. 


From all appearances it would seem that it should not 








Spruce, too, is only. 











May 


the 
eve 


vin 
lev 
bri 
gai 
stil 
obt 
edl 

re 
a 
lab 
em) 


po} 








ees 











May 26, 1900. 


— 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


39 





be difficult to hold pine at its present level, even with 
the present very quiet and limited demand. 

The spruce men appear to be as full of confidence as 
ever, and there is not one of them who is not ready to 
figure out for your complete satisfaction ample and con- 
vineing proof that the market must maintain its present 
level through all the conditions which summer might 
pring forth. In the main the list of last March may be 
gaid to fairly represent the market. All wholesalers are 
still basing their prices on this list and endeavoring to 
obtain the full price there stipulated, although undoubt- 
edly in some cases a few items are a trifle cut. The 

resent waiting game between lumber consumers and 
sellers cannot of necessity last a great while now. With 
labor all through New England so well and profitably 
employed, and with new labor coming into the various 
towns, an imperative demand for the housing of this 
population is making itself felt. 


White Cedar. 


Chicago. A somewhat improved demand for railroad 
ties was perhaps the principal development in the white 
cedar market during the past week, and prices are now 
steadier. A shortage is reported in 4-inch 25-foot poles, 
and in some other items stocks are not regarded as being 
up to the mark. Paving posts as well as fence posts are 
in good request and prices are fairly steady. Shingles, 
which have been somewhat depressed owing to the break 
in the price of the Washington variety, are not held in 
surplus supply and are bringing a fair price. A meeting 
of the cedar manufacturers of the northwest was held at 
Escanaba, Mich., during the week, at which many encour- 
aging reports were made of the condition of stocks and 
trade, and the existing price list was reaffirmed. 











Minneapolis, Minn. Demand for white cedar posts 
continues good in this section of the country and is show- 
ing a slight increase over the same period a month ago. 
Values remain about the same. There is an excellent 
demand for telephone poles, especially for long stock, of 
which the supply is reported to be short. 





Hardwoods. 





Chicago. Trade in the hardwood line has not im- 
proved perceptibly within the past week, though it is not 
apparently any worse. There has been considerable of a 
tendency shown of late toward lower prices on most of 
the list, and yet these are heard of in only occasional 
instances, not being common enough to render a lower 
price quotable on many items. At the same time it must 
be confessed there are sufficient rumors of lower prices in 
the atmosphere to warrant the conclusion that the ada- 
mantine firmness that has been so long visible is a thing 
of the past. A few weeks ago only one or two varieties 
of stock showed any symptoms of weakness, but now 
there are only one or two kinds of lumber that do not 
show weakness. Foremost among these strong woods is 
to be mentioned Wisconsin red oak, which seems to be 
if anything stronger than it has been in the past winter. 
Dry stocks are so scarce that some rather fancy prices 
are being paid, as high as $38 being heard of for inch 
lumber. Poplar is another strong wood, the scarcity of 
dry stock and the discouraging conditions prevailing at 
the mills indicating a continued strength in values. 

Southern oak is being sold here on a rather wide range 
of quotations varying from $32 to $35 for both red and 
white. Cottonwood has fallen off considerably in both 
demand and price. White ash is almost as much of a 
drug as hickory, both of which woods were scarce and 
beyond price last year. There is no change particularly 
to be noted among the northern woods. Michigan elm, 
birch. basswood and maple are known to be in full supply, 
and since the shutting off of demand have shown some 
infirmity in prices. Wisconsin brown ash is holding 
fairly steady, and is not regarded as being a poor pur- 
chase at the slight decline that has taken place. Manu- 
facturers of both birch and basswood, however, are feel- 
ing somewhat discouraged. as stocks are extremely heavy 
and the indisposition of buyers to come to the front has 
caused a pronounced feeling of uncertainty. Usually at 
this season of the year the bulk of the northern hardwood 
stock is in the hands of dealers, but this year probably 
not one-fourth of the past winter’s cut has vet been sold. 

Consumption is continuing light. While there is some- 
thing of a revival in the demand for interior finish the 
general inquiry has apparently slacked off. Outside 
buyers who are accustomed to look to this market for 
considerable stock at this season of the year are not seek- 
ing anything whatever. The furniture industry has sel- 
dom heen in a more dormant state than it is at present, 
and the great furniture manufacturing centers of Chi- 
cago. Grand Rapids and Rockford are buving nothing. 
Fastern demand has somewhat improved this month, but 
'8 nevertheless more quiet than it has been known to be 
at this season of the year for some time past. The 
*xport trade is picking up materially, and this may in 


due season relieve the local market of considerable of its 
surplus, 





_ St. Louis, Mo. The hardwood situation has not 
Improved during the past week. The movement of stock 
‘nto and out of the city is light and the tendency seems 
to be to still further reduce the volume of business until 
things are on a more settled basis. Stock that is coming 


in at the present tinte is practically all on old contracts © 


and the offerings are lighter than it was expected they 


would be. Wholesalers who have been looking over the 
situation carefully say it is the uncertainty of things 
that is causing those who usually carry large stocks, 
and whose stocks are now below the normal, to refrain 
from buying. Probably they would be in the market if 
values were placed on a low enough basis, but those 
having lumber to sell are not making any more sacri- 
fices than are necessary. 

Reports from the mills are to the effect that not as 
much lumber is being produced as was the case a month 
ago. Those of the local people controlling the output 
of mills are materially reducing their cut. except where 
they are contracted ahead. Buyers have been brought 
in and there is no longer the rush for stock that was a 
feature of the early spring. A large number of mills 
have contracts on hand which will keep them going for 
some time, but the smaller mills, which depend upon 
the itinerant buyer, are doing very little, and a number 
have ceased operations. 

For several months the cottonwood receipts of this 
market nave been lighter than for many years. The 
wholesalers of this wood say they have the usual number 
of contracts on hand but deliveries have been slow with 
them all. Factory stocks are light and there is a 
willitigness to buy which, while the edge is taken off by 
the present unfavorable conditions, has not thus far been 
satisfied. Those who have recently returned from the 
cottonwood mills say they find a smaller amount of 
stock than usual and that the eastern markets are buy- 
ing in heavier quantities than ever before. So far as 
this market is concerned values are fully sustained and 
there is a call for more stock. 

Red oak and poplar are the twe woods mostly in 
demand in this market. The decrease in the call for 
plain and quartered white oak has resulted in materi- 
ally decreasing the receipts of that wood, and there is 
fairly good sale for what is coming in. Plain red oak 
is in light supply in all of the wholesale stocks and it 
is being absorbed as rapidy as it comes in. The same 
is true of poplar. Gum has not been coming in freely 
of late, but is in good demand. The other woods are 
about as last reported. 

It cannot be claimed that hardwood prices are firm 
in this market, but there has not been a great decrease 
in quotations and it is thought that the situation in 
this respect will greatly improve with a cessation of 
the labor troubles. 





Kansas City, Mo. The hardwood men here report 
a falling off in demand since the first of the month and 
some decline in prices, although a few items are still 
stiff, and anything in the way of dry lumber is bringing 
good prices. The demand has thus far kept the mills 
from piling up any stock, but some of them are now 
beginning to get a little stock ahead. The jobbers here 
say that they are still getting in enough business to 
keep their mills going in good shape and the most of 
the mills are still behind on their orders, owing to 
the large amount of bad weather they have had in the 
hardwood mill district this season. 
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New Orleans, La. According to the advices which 
the hardwood men here received from the interior there 
has been a slight slackening of demand for certain kinds 
of hardwood for the domestie market. The foreign mar- 
kets for the better grades continue firm and the ship- 
ments, owing to the abundance of tonnage and the easing 
off of freight rates, have been very much larger the past 
week than for any week recently. An immense amount 
of stuff has been sent out and the movement promises 
to be maintained for some time to come. It is expected 
that freight rates will go much lower in the next sixty 
days than they are now, for cotton has practically 
ceased to move and there is all manner of room. The 
haughty ship agent of the past is no longer in evidence. 
He has given way to the anxious solicitor of business, 
which from the standpoint of the exporter is a very 
good thing. 





New York City. Poplar is in the lead at present with 
hardwoods, but the market conditions are not quite as 
favorable as they might be. It is admitted that the sup- 
ply is small, but the demand seems to keep pace with it. 
Some of the mills will shut down on July 1, so that there 
will surely be no accumulation of stock, and yet that 
fact does not seem to influence those who should be buy- 
ing. Quartered oak may be had at $60 for the narrow 
and $80 for the wide stock, while inch ash brings $43 
and 1} to 2 inch $49. 





Buffalo, N. Y. There is still a large amount of talk 
of the great reduction of prices that is to take place in 
the lumber trade, hardwood as well as everything else; 
but it still comes from the eastern buyer and is 
repudiated here, unless there is someone who has a lot 
of stock to buy. A leading dealer opened his order book 
to show that this market is getting its prices and is 
going to get them or go out of business. Here are figures 
of sales that the Lumberman correspondent saw on the 
book: Common and cull black ash, $31; inch black ash 
strips, $27; inch firsts and seconds, black ash, $39; inch 
quartered oak. two orders, $65; five-quarter cull bass- 
wood, $20; inch cull plain oak, $20; 3 and 4 inch white 
ash, $60; five-quarter firsts and seconds, black ash, 
$45; common maple, five-quarter, $19 and $21; inch 
firsts and seconds soft elm, $27; -six-quarter red. birch} 
$45. three cars. These are all car lots f. o. b. Buffalo. 
If they look like a weakening of prices the consumer 
may make the most of them. Another hardwood dealer 
who is.as well posted as any of them, confesses that he 
came back from the east very sick over the complaints 


of strikes and other reasons for asking reductions, but 
adds that he is prepared to go out of the market till 
fall. It will take till that time to get his stock in sat- 
isfactory condition. The latter point, shortness of dry 
stock, is the rule with everyone. 





Boston, Mass. The feeling seems to be prevalent 
among wholesalers that the general range of hardwoods 
in this market has about righted itself in the establish- 
ment of normal values and values relative to each other. 
The condition of the market, when viewed as a whole 
and with the due sense of perspective, cannot be called 
anything but thoroughly satisfactory. The sudden and 
largely increased demand which sprung up a year ago 
stimulated the production of all classes of lumber to an 
almost unheard of degree; it was inevitable that, with 
all this steam, the manufacturers must in a short time 
catch up with the demand. It is infinitely better that a 
fictitious rise should be stopped early in its course than 
that it should proceed indefinitely, until prices reach 
such a dizzy hight that a correspondingly terrific slump 
must take place. As it is now we are sailing along 
through a comfortable, though very quiet, spring and 
early summer, with a prospect of quiet business for 
some two months or so to come. 

Quartered oak is generally conceded at about the price 
which represents its true value; $65 to $68 is asked 
and obtained, and, while there is no particular activity 
among the buyers, there is also no surplus of stock 
offered. Plain oak is still in livelier demand than quar- 
tered oak. Red oak seems to be moving — 

Thick ash is a trifle lower, and the call is of compara- 
tively small dimensions this last week; $55 to $60 is 
pore for 3-inch, while 1 to 2-inch sells for $48 to $52, 
and this in fairly good demand. Brown ash is quiet, but 
no great supply of dry stock is uncovered, beyond what 
is demanded for daily needs. Inch is quoted at about 
$40 and 1}, 14 and 2 inch at $42. 

Maple is reported fairly strong in some quarters and 
quiet in others. One house which makes a specialty of a 
very large and fine stock of maple reports a good healthy 
interest in l-inch at $29 to $31 and 14, 14 and 2 inch at 
$31 to $32. They say that more attention is now being 
paid to maple than formerly, and its value for various 
uses is becoming more thoroughly recognized. 

Elm is quoted at $30 to $32 and very quiet. Basswood 
is in fairly good demand for molding and general finish 
at $31 for l-inch and $33 for thicker. 

Red birch is rather stagnant, but it is not a lumber 
that is forced up or down, as it does not appear to be as 
sensitive to the market conditions as some of the more 
staple varieties, 

Baltimore, Md. The prominent features in the hard- 
wood situation are easier values and an apparent 
accumulation of stocks at milling points. Lumber for 
immediate use is still rather difficult to get in desired 
quantities and the prices asked are as a rule high. 
But contracts for future delivery are closed at reduced 
figures, and the general tendency is toward a lower 
range of values. The movement is quite large, domestic 
buvers being in the market for stocks of all grades 
while considerable stuff is going abroad. The gulf ports 
seem to have the call in the export trade, the shipments 
from there being large. Ocean freight rates from Balti- 
more are as yet high, and exporters experience more or 
less difficulty in forwarding consignments. 





Cincinnati, O. -There have been few authentic reports 
of lower prices, such rumors when run down invariably 
proving to have originated just as they ended, in wind. 
Prices are unfalteringly maintained so far as can be 
observed by the practiced eye. A representative lum- 
berman says that oak is perhaps a little off, but the 
fact of its being between seasons fully accounted for 
that. Not much activity is expected inside of another 
month. Ash holds up, as does poplar. In fact, there 
have been more inquiries the iast two weeks than for a 
month past. 





Hemlock. 


Chicago. The opening of navigation has had some 
effect on prices for hemlock at Chicago and other lake 
points. This week a cargo of hemlock was offered on 
the open market at Chicago and sold at a price little if 
any higher than the asking figure has been on the other 
side of the lake, but this does not necessarily indicate 
that the hemlock market is weaker than it was a week 
or so ago. It simply shows that there is no market in 
Chicago for hemlock in large quantities. 

In direct shipments by rail from the mills there is 
no change in former quotations. The disposition among 
western hemlock manufacturers is to maintain prices 
on piece stuff within $1.50 of white pine, so that no 
break in the hemlock market can be looked for as long 
as white pine prices remain on the present basis. 

The price list committee of the Michigan Hemlock 
Association met at Grand Rapids, Mich., on May 18, 
and after carefully considering stock reports, the condi- 
tion of trade and other matters affecting the market, 
concluded that the situation was fairly satisfactory inas- 
much as stocks in the hands of members have been 
decreased since the last report. It was therefore agreed 
to reaffirm the former price list. A compilation of stocks 
on hand indicated a decrease of from 12 to 15 percent 
since March 1. While the demand is not active, it is 
believed that reaction from the present dullness will 
come soon and hemlock is certain to at once share in 
any increase of demand because it is now being gen- 
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erally handled, in both piece stuff and boards, by retailers 
throughout the western territory. 

Prices on Pennsylvania hemlock declined $1 a thousand 
two or three weeks ago, but the market in New York 
was maintained on a base price of $18 until this week, 
when $17 was announced as the base price. As a matter 
of fact, the latter figure has been current in New York 
city for two or three weeks, or practically ever since 
the drop was made in Pennsylvania hemlock prices. 
Stocks in the east are light, not only in manufacturers’ 
hands, but in the hands of retailers as well, and it is 
believed that there will be no further decline in the mar- 
ket, especially as trade recently has begun to exhibit 
some signs of revival. 





New York City. After showing signs of possible col- 
lapse, by its shaky condition for the past few weeks, a 
condition partially due to cuts in figures elsewhere, hem- 
lock has dropped a dollar, so that $17 is now the base. 
This action has been taken by the large producers who 
held out for a long time, but it is believed that it is all 
the reduction that the stock can stand, and that there 
will be no further weakening. The demand is quite good 
at the new figure. 

Boston, Mass. Hemlock is as a general thing rather 
seeking the buyer than being sought; however, the stocks 
which are offered are not so large but what they are 
wholly absorbed, and for the past few weeks the price has 
been fairly well sustained. 





Poplar. 


Chicago. The demand for poplar has not improved 
much, but it certainly is making a much better showing 
in this market than that for the other woods. Stocks in 
the hands of dealers and at manufacturing points are 
light, and there is apparently more than enough con- 
sumption to take care of the current output. Poplar 
manufacturers, however, are apprehensive with regard to 
the future, as their stocks of logs are getting short, and 
some of the mills are compelled to close down. The mill 
operators are looking forward hopefully to next month, 
when the streams are expected to rise and bring down 
more logs. Should this not prove to be the case, there 
is apt to be a famine in poplar circles until late in the 
fall. Local prices are being maintained at the top notch 
reached in recent months, and stocks are low and poorly 
assorted. 








Boston, Mass. Poplar continues in its thoroughly 
satisfactory position. There is no abatement of the prev- 
alent range of prices of the past month, and $38 to $40 
is a conservative quotation, while reports of sales at 
even higher figures are now and then heard. These, 
however, are exceptional prices. No new stock is offered, 
so far as can be learned, and all letters from the south- 
ern connections of our Boston poplar men indicate a fee)- 
ing of complete confidence and strength on the part of 
the manufacturers. Dry stocks are undoubtedly very 
small, and a trifle of improvement in the present demand 
would inevitably send the price kiting. 





Baltimore, Md. The demand for poplar continues 
unabated abroad as well as at home. The mills can 
hardly supply this wood fast enough, and, as might be 
expected under the circumstances, the range of values is 
accordingly high. For the present there are no indi- 
cations of a cessation in the demand or a decline in 
prices and manufacturers as well as dealers are elated 
over the excellent prospects for a continuance of good 
business. 





Cincinnati, O. The demand is fairly active in genera] 
though not pressing. As is well known, many of the 
Kentucky and Ohio river mills have small stocks of logs 
on account of the low water in all the streams. There 
is quite a stirring demand for some qualities, and the 
prospects are considered flattering for an influx of trade 
commencing not later than a month from now. 





Southern Pine. 


St. Louis, Mo. While it cannot be claimed that busi- 
ness has been more brisk the past week than during the 
preceding one, there has been a heavier inquiry for vel- 
low pine than during any previous week this month. 
Some people report that they are booking orders almost 
equal to their shipments, but they are the exception, and 
not the rule. The majority report a dullness which 
was entirely unexpected for this season of the year. 

A thorough canvass of the local wholesale trade brings 
out the general opinion that there would be a fair 
amount of business if values were on some settled basis. 
Prices have undergone a decline during the past thirty 
days, and it is the fear that they will go lower that is 
keeping the retailers out of the market. Those of the 
retailers who have the smallest stocks are the envied 
ones at the present time, and all are trying to get down 
to the same basis and stay there until they are certain 
that their competitors will not be able to put in cheaper 
stocks than they. Opinion varies as to when this will 
be. but it is pretty generally agreed that the latter end 
of June or the first part of July will witness a gathering 
in of the loose ends and a tightening up of prices. 
There is no doubt expressed but that, in view of the 
light spring trade, the fall trade will be heavy and will 
start in early, 





With things at loose ends as they are at the present 
time it is very hard to get a line on prices. Some people 
are cutting on some items more than on others, depend- 
ing upon stock conditions, and the inquiries show that 
this feature of the situation is appreciated by the retail- 
ers. An average of the present quotations shows that the 
last official list is being cut about $2 on the left side and 
about $1.50 on the right side, but there are people who 
will not quote these prices and still others who are anx- 
ious enough for business to go even lower. 

Conditions at the mills have changed but little since 
last report. Stocks are accumulating to some extent, 
but shipments are satisfactory when the general trade 
situation is considered. 

Locally there is no improvement. The retail stocks are 
small, but nicely assorted, and nothing is moving out of 
them. In the smaller towns adjacent to this city the 
same conditions prevail. The local labor troubles are 
fully as aggravated as they have been and there are no 
signs of improvement in the immediate future. 





Chicago. ‘Trade in yellow pine in this market con- 
tinues restricted owing to the labor troubles, and the 
chances are that the volume will not be greatly increased 
until a settlement of the industrial difficulties is reached. 
The situation in this respect, however, does not seem as 
hopeless as it did two or three weeks ago, as the results 
of the strike have been affecting almost every channel of 
industry and a general pressure has been brought to bear 
upon both cmelveds and employees to bring about an 
early settlement. It is observed that the strikers are 
showing a greater willingness to arbitrate than they 
formerly did. Should a settlement be reached before the 
building season has far advanced the demand for yellow 
pine must experience an instantaneous revival. It will 
probably also exercise a good influence on prices, which 
have been greatly demoralized for several weeks past. 
However, the low prices are not confined to Chicago alone 
nor to its immediate vicinity, but are widespread all over 
the country. A settlement of the Jabor troubles in Chi 
cago would, however, exercise a wonderfully stimulating 
influence and no doubt would check the manufacturer in 
his wild desire to get rid of everything he has in stock 
at the lowest price obtainable. 

In speaking of the demoralization of the yellow pine 
market, exception should always be made of railroad 
material. Even during the boom times of last fall the 
demand for car stock and railway ties and bridge tim- 
bers was scarcely heavier than it is at the present time. 
In fact, it seems to keep up to the full limit of the ability 
of the manufacturers to furnish it. Those who are cut- 
ting this stock, however, are compelled to also cut more 
or less finishing Immber and general yard stock, and 
may be that the lack of demand for these items will ulti- 
mately affect prices on the other stock, but this is not so 
certain. At any rate, should demand again arise through 
the concatenation of circumstances indicated above, it 
will probably be found that present prices are the bottom 
figures to be reached this year. Many would-be buyers are 
already feeling a strong desire to get hold of stock at the 
figures now current, and it may be that this buying fever 
will of itself affect the market. Certainly a decline of $7 
a thousand in finishing lumber is as much as could rea- 
sonably be expected, and it is doubtful whether even 
under the most discouraging circumstances lower prices 
would be quoted. 
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Kansas City, Mo. ‘The trouble with the yellow pine 
market just at present is that there are too many 
mills trying to unload stocks at a time when the 
dealers are in no mood to buy and are not in need of 
the lumber. It is stated that yellow pine stocks are 
not unusually heavy at the mills, and if the manufac- 
turers would hold off a little and give the dealers some 
chance to get rid of the lumber which they induced 
them to buy when prices were about $2 higher, the 
situation would improve in a short time. However, the 
dealers are being importuned on all sides to place 
orders, and are being offered all kinds of prices as an 
inducement. They are afraid of the situation and do 
not know how near bottom prices are now. They will 
not place an order for a stick more than they are 
compelled to have, as they do not know but that prices 
will go off another 50 cents next week. The lack of 
demand in all the large cities at a time when it is 
usually brisk has undoubtedly a great deal to do with 
the present weakness in yellow pine, and there is 
nothing definite as to when the city trade will improve, 
as the strike troubles seem to be as serious as ever. 

It has been suggested that the mills agree to reduce 
their output by running on short time. I understand 
that no considerable proportion of the manufacturers 
favor this idea, and it is not likely that there will be 
any closing down movement, although individuals here 
and there may consider it the best policy to reduce their 
capacity until the demand improves. A good many of 
the wholesalers here believe that prices will go still 
lower and that the downward movement will not be 
checked until the fall buying season is at hand. 





New Orleans, La. There has been no brightening in 
the yellow pine market. The labor troubles in the 
centers of population have not had a good effect and in 
the south there has been an unlooked for lull in build- 
ing operations. It is not believed, however, that there 
is anything of permanence in the depressing conditions 
nor, indeed, is the horizon half so dark as some people 
would have it. While manufacturers are still disposed 
to make concessions they are not so ready to go to 
extremes in this direction as they were. Locally, the 


ay 


demand is a little brisker, and the outlook more promis- 
ing. 





New York City. Holding off shipments has had a 
phenomenally good effect on the me. a0 for North Car- 
olina pine, for the well defined rumor now is that prices 
are likely to advance. At any rate the list prices are 
being firmly held, with charters from Norfolk to New 
York, $2.25 to $2.50, according to capacity. In yellow 
pine, too, there is more inquiry, with No. 1 flooring held 
firmly at $23.50, and No. 2 at $21.50. 


North Carolina Pine. 


Boston, Mass. Car shippers report a pretty firm 
feeling on the part of southern mill men. This, however, 
cannot be called the color of the whole market. A sig- 
nificant fact is that whereas an order six months ago 
for a carload would bring a car filled only to the mini- 
mum capacity, the same order today brings about as big 
a car as can be obtained. This will indicate the general 
drift, but no remarkable concessions in price have yet 
been reported. 








Baltimore, Md. Lhe North Carolina pine situation 
continues to present some elements of uncertainty, 
Differences of opinion as to the future are still in 
evidence, and the movement is more or less restricted 
as a consequence. But there are not wanting bright 
features. Within the past few weeks signs of activity 
have developed in building circles, and the outlook with 
respect to construction work is encouraging. Owing to 
the varying estimates as to the outlook, values are 
somewhat unsettled, although firms are able to make 
prompt shipment of lumber, of desired grades and in 
large quantities, command the highest figures, as before, 
Receipts are not in excess of the market requirements 
and the situation is kept well in hand. 

~~ 








Cypress. 


Chicago. No important change can be recorded in the 
demand for cypress in this market. Representatives of 
the southern mills report a rather steady inquiry, how- 
ever, which is sufficient to move about all the available 
dry stocks at the mills. In fact, shipments have been 
much delayed lately owing to the scarcity of dry stock 
and some orders have been canceled. At the same time on 
several items reasonably prompt shipments can be made. 
Tank stock is in good request, particularly material for 
building cisterns, farm tanks and the like. An order of 
considerable size for clear cypress for cisterns was lately 
accepted for shipment into Minnesota, and, if it proves 
satisfactory, as it undoubtedly will, further shipments 
can be made. Prices are being uniformly maintained on 
all grades, with almost certain prospects that the firm 
condition will remain throughout the season, as there 
seems little chance for any accumulation of stock. 

St. Louis, Mo. The cypress people report light 
transactions during the past week. Receipts and ship- 
ments have both been small and there seems to have 
been no effort made to push things. While cypress 
conditions are undoubtedly better than those of any 
other lumber, this wood is by no means exempt from the 
many unfavorable features which beset the whole lum- 
ber situation, It depends very largely upon building, 
and the wholesalers report that new business has been 
scarce in all of the markets which are affected by 
strikes in the building trades The wholesalers also 
report that stocks are light at all northern points. On 
the other hand, the situation at the mills is excellent. 
New business is not as plentiful as it was a few weeks 
ago, but the mills have more than they can do and 
none of them is prepared to deliver dry stock in less 
than sixty days. Combining the situation at the mills 
and in the consuming country there is little fault to 
‘find. Stocks are light, the consumption is fully up to 
the eapacity of the mills, the latter are far behind with 
their orders and values are fully sustained. 








Kansas City,Mo. -Adverse conditions which are 
bothering manufacturers in other lines have had no 
effect on the cypress market, and are not likely to have 
very soon. The demand is keeping pace with the ship- 
ments and the mills are not getting ahead very fast. 
They are still sixty days or more behind on their orders, 
and are not looking for new business except in the way 
of certain items of which they may have a surplus. 
The dealers in this territory are not buying as freely 
as they were, and are having trouble in getting ship- 
ments promptly enough to suit them. At Kansas City 
the demand has fallen off very materially within the 
past two or three weeks, as it was largely for factory 
stock for mill work and the strikers have shut off the 
bulk of trade of this kind. 





New Orleans, La. The pitch of the cypress market 
continues at the same flattering altitude, and the out: 
look is of the best. The number of orders coming in con 
tinues to keep pace with the shipments and the inquiries 
are growing more numerous and larger. The inquiries 
for thick stock are noticeably on the increase, and in 
most instances discouraging replies are evoked. For 
instance, there came an inquiry a few days ago for 200,- 
000 feet of stuff 2x6, wanted as casing for underground 
pipes in New York. The answer was that there was 
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no prospect of getting any such order filled. Most of the 
business now coming in hails from west Texas, Indian 
and Oklahoma territories, Kansas, Nebraska and Mis- 
gouri. From the west the statement comes that if orders 
could be filled more promptly the volume of business 
could be increased 25 percent. It is but reasonable to 
expect a falling off in the volume of orders for the next 
few months and manufacturers are preparing for it. 
They hope that they will accumulate enough air dried 
stock to fill orders promptly, which they have not been 
able to do since last year. There is some thick stock, 
which has been in pile for six or eight months, which 
will be available then. The scarcity of lath has in a 
measure abated. It is now possible to get % lath in 
straight carload lots. Prices, it is almost needless to 
say, xre being well maintained. There has never been 
any disposition on the part of the manufacturer since 
the year opened to sell below list and consumers are 
now, as they have been straight along, willing to pay 
the figures asked. 





New York City. ‘The satisfactory condition of this 
market is unaltered. Dry stocks seems as scarce as ever, 


and the $38 base is said to be merely a base in name, as. 


many dealers are reported to have taken advantage of 
the existing conditions to get a dollar or two more than 
that figure. 





Buffalo, N. Y. ‘There is still a surprising scarceness 
of all cuts of cypress. So hard is it to get that none of 
the dealers pretend to keep much of a supply, though 
several of them are doing what they can to make it a 
part of their regular stock. Some months ago one of 
the leading pine firms undertook to add cypress to its 
stock, but it was found that the wood was too hard to 
get and the idea was dropped. In such a case of course 
there is no slacking off in prices. Door manufacturers 
are using cypress in good proportion. 





Boston, Mass. Cypress seems to be fairly well on to 
itself and on to the general situation; in other words, 
it seems to know its own value. A buying trip by a 
man in search of good stocks of dry cypress is an educa- 
tion for the men who are comfortably predicting and 
expecting lower prices. The fact is there is actually an 
appreciable shortage in the supply of stocks fit for ship- 
ping. The larger cypress dealers do not seem to be suf- 
fering for immediate business, and with prospects for a 
quicker moving and more satisfactory volume a few 
weeks hence. 

Baltimore, Md. Cypress has undergone no notable 
change during the past few weeks. This wood remains 
quiet as to movement, and fairly firm in point of values. 
‘The requirements of the trade are not large, compara- 
tively speaking, and the tolerably firm maintenance of 
prices, consequently, may well give rise to a feeling of 
satisfaction. Beyond the customary fluctuations in 
shipments the market remains featureless. 





Shingles. 


Minneapolis, Minn. ‘The local shingle market is 
showing a better tone this week. Many sales of Wash- 





ington stock are reported at $2.15 and $2.20, a slight . 


advance over the figures that were reported last week. 
Under the stimulus of the Washington situation this 
market is firming up in good shape and local handlers 
predict that it will not be long before it is back to the 
$2.25 basis. Demand is good and is showing a slightly 
better tone, as buyers realize that the agreement entered 
into in Washington has something tangible back of it. 


—ereeaena 


Kansas City, Mo. Red cedar shingles show a firmer 
tone than they did last week and manufacturers seem 
to have the situation well in hand. Prices are about 5 
cents higher than they were a week ago and extra Star 
A Stars are now being sold at $2.31, most concerns 
standing pat at this price. The mills have nearly all 
closed down and most of them will not be running in 
good shape again before June. By that time they 
expect to have gotten rid of the most of the stock they 
now have in pile. The demand in this section has not 
improved and is reported light with comparatively 
little inquiry. 

New Orleans, La. It can now be definitely stated 
that between June 1 and 15 there will be a meeting of 
the manufacturers of shingles of Louisiana, Arkansas 
and Texas, held in New Orleans, at which list prices 
will be re-established. ‘The stocks of shingles are sur- 
Prisingly low. To begin with there has been an unu- 
sually good demand and when the exigencies of the trade 
called for a suspension of the list the rate at which the 
shingles ready for shipment were depleted was a caution. 
Now there are no stocks to gpeak of, and this situation 
lends color to the prophecy that bests will be listed at 
$3 or $3.25 when the meeting is held. Right now it is 
hard to place an order except on at least 60 days’ time. 
There are no air dried shingles and the dry kilns are 
occupied with lumber, in which there is more money to 
the cypress manufacturer. All things considered it is 
almost a certainty that prices will go up. 





Suffalo, N. Y. There is still a small demand for 
shingles, both locally and east, but the failure to obtain 
4 full supply keeps the dealer firm in his prices, 


especially as he is convinced that they have not gone up 
as far as regular lumber and will sell readily enough 
when the rest of the trade is on a good footing. There 
is no change of price and none is likely to take place as 
long as the present general conditions continue. 





Cooperage. 


Chicago. This market offers slight encouragement to 
shippers of tight barrel cooperage, or slack barrel either, 
for that matter. On lard tierces quotations are nominally 
maintained at 85 to 874 cents, and on pork barrels the 
price ranges around 75 cents, but there are hardly enough 
sales to establish a market basis. Oleo tierces—that is, 
iron bound—are selling at $1.05 to $1.074, but the 
demand is limited. During the week no sales have been 
reported of tierce staves, and only one car of hoops has 
been disposed of. The latter sold for $10, but it was an 
exceptional case, and it is doubtful if further shipments 
would realize over $9 to $9.50. Heading is quiet, with 
prices only nominal, 

A few flour barrel staves have been offered in this mar- 
ket recently, but it is difficult to find buyers. Demand 
from the millers is slack, most of them using bags, and 
it is reported that some of the mills are shut down. 








Minneapolis, Minn. Cooperage circles this week are 
inclined to be rather quiet. A further curtailment is 
reported in the output of the flour mills at this point, 
and this is easing up the demand for all classes of stock. 
Values are showing an easier tendency, but this is not as 
yet marked, 








Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 





For one week, - - - 25 cents a line. 
For two weeks, - - - - 46 cents a line. 
For three weeks, - - - 60 cents a line. 
For Four weeks, - - - - 76 cents a line. 


Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 

Heading counts as two lines. 

No display pt the headings can be admitted. 

Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. 


| _Wanted-Employees _| 


. WANTED-—AT ONCE, 40 TO 50 
Good mill-wrights at Atkinson, Mich. Good wages paid. 
Address METROPOLITAN LUMBER CO., 
Atkinson, Lron Co., Mich. 


WANTED-—EXPERIENCED OFFICE MAN 
By large manufacturing concern in northern Minnesota. Must be 
familiar with the details of the wholesale lumber bnsiness. Will 
pay $100 per month to start to right party. state experience, age 
and whether married or single. Address 


“D. D 5,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—STENOGRAPHER. 

Young man who uses the Remington typewriter and has some 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping with some experience in 
the lumper business. Steady position with good chance for ad- 
vancement. Address in own handwriting ee WS 

care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—ONE GOOD BAND SAW FILER, 
One lath machine man and two good band sawyers. 
GLOBét LUMBER COMPANY, LTD., Yellow Pine. La. 


WANTED-—TO CORRESPOND 
With logging contractor that is ay omen responsible and cap- 
able of logging with steel rails on cheap logging roads hemlock 
and hardwood in ae Michigan. Address 


. D. 1," care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED ORDER CLERK 
To handle sash and door orders. Address stating experience, 
references and salary wanted, 
“A. P. WHITE,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—BOOKKEEPER 
For yellow pine saw mill at Rochelle, La. None tut those with 
first class record need apply. Middle-aged man with family pre- 
ferred. Apply either in person Saturday after 12 o'clock, or 
address THE LORD & BUSHNELL CoO., 
Fisk St. south of 22nd St., Chicago. 


EXPERIENCED ESTIMATOR. 
Competent to Squre sash, door and all mill work. Address 
“GEORGE MILLS,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—INSPECTOR. 
Experienced hardwood lumber inspector. Must have good retf- 
erences, Address P. O, BOX 341, Atlanta, Ga. 


WANTED-COMPETENT MAN TO GRADE 
Yellow pine lumber in the rough as it comes from the mill. 
Address “‘C, ©. 6,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED TRAVELING MAN 
To sell yellow piné on commission in [linois. Indiana and Ohio. 
SO. MO PINE LBR. CO., St. Joseph, Mo. 


WANTED—A CONTRACTOR 
For logs. 25,000 feet iz day for five years. 
THE PINE HILL LUMBER CO., Pine Hill, Ala. 












































WANTED-—A FIRST CLASS TRAVELLER. 
An energetic, well posted traveller for Southern Iowa and 
Northern Missouri. Must be able to figure ordinary odd work. 
THE U. N. ROBERTS CO., Davenport, Iowa. 


WANTED—A RELIASLE CIRCULAR SAW FILER 
That can keep his saws in perfect condition. $100 per month. 
Address with references and state when you can begin work. 

E. G. SWARTZ CO., Ltd,, Swartz, La. 


WANTED—A MANACER. 
To take charge of railroad and logging teams. Must live in log 
camp. Will pay good wages to competent man. 
Address ‘“‘C. C. 2," care of American Lumberman. 











DO YOU WANT A POSITION? 
Try a small advertisement in the “Wanted Employment Col- 
umn” of the American Lumberman. It goes into the offices of 
all the leading lumber industries tn the world. 


| Wanted:Employment | 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By first class band saw filer. Sober and steady. 
Address “E. K. Z.,"" care of American Lumberman. 











WANTED-—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Of retail lumber yard in southern Wiscorsin, where two or three 
thousand dollars stock could be had, or wouid purchase yard 
where remainder coul‘ remain at interest. References. 
ddress “RETAIL,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS OFFICE MANAGER 
Or manager of sales department in sash and door or lumber busi- 
ness, by an energetic resourcefui and well equipped young man 
with experience and first class references. 
ddress ‘M. C, 1,’’ care of American Lumberman. 


NEW YORK SALESMAN 
Ts open for an engagement to represent a large yellow pine or 
hardwood firm either on the road or in New York. Road pre- 
ferred. Acquainted with ail the railroads as well as retail trade. 
ddress “D. D. 3,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—EMPLOYMENT 
As solicitor or estimator, thorough in mill work and lumber also 
A 1 references, age thirty-one. Address 
“D. D. 6,” care of American Lumberman. 














INSPECTOR OR BOOKKEEPER 
Wants job at mil. Fifteen years in lumber business. Young 
married. Address “‘D. D. 15,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-POSITION AS BAND SAW FILER. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Best of references, 
ddress “‘C. C. 5,” care of American Lumberman. 








WANTED—EMPLOYMENT. 
In any capacity by man of experience, skilled in all the details 
from stump to consumer, such as filing circular and band saws, 
millwrighting, management of men, etc. Would as soon take a 
job filing in the south. Will guarantee success or no pay. Best 
of reference. Address 
“CAPACITY,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—EMPLOYMENT. 
By former secretary and bookkeeper (7 years) of a California 
lumber and planing mill company, with ch of adv t. 
16 years lumber experience, 
T. DWIGHT WHITMAN, Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Of retail lumber yard in town of 3,000 to 10,000, Best of refer- 
ences. 12 years experience. Address 
“BALUSTER,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By first class band saw filer. Take care of two mills. Guarantee 
work will suit. Best references, Northwest p:eferred. 
Address A. E. CAMPBELL, care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—OFFICE SITUATION 
By experienced bookkeeper, fine penman, acurate, rapid, neat, 
high-class work. Good references. Salary moderate. 
Address “‘H. R.,’’ 91 Canal St., Room 4, Grand Rapids, Mich 


WANTED-—SITUATION AS MANAGER 
Of retail yard. Have had nine years experience. 
Address LOCK BOX 194, Onarga, Ill. 


WANTEO-POSITION AS BOOKKEEPER 
Or stenographer by experienced man with best of references. 
Address *B. B. 8,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS BAND SAW FILER. 
Reliable, sober and best of references. Can bring first class 
sawyer if wanted. P 
Address “FILER,” 117 Irving St., Olean, N.Y. 


A GOOD BOOKKEEPER AND OFFICE MAN 
Who understands the lumber business, wants position. Employed 
at present but wants a change. Best of references furnished. 

Address “‘B. B, 17." care of American Lumberman. 


POSITION WANTED-—BY EXPERT FILER. 
Single or double band mill. Expect good wages. Will send 
references on eee. 
Address “B. B 15,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Of retail yard or salesman. Ail references. 
Address LOCK BOX 4, Lenox Iowa. 


WANTED—POSITION 
As manager, bookkeeper or yard man. Experienced in all the 
details of the business. and can furnish best of references. 
Address ‘‘A, A. 6,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION AS BAND SAW FILER. 
Can take care of double band mill. 
Address P. O. BOX 491, Emporium, Pa. 


MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS 
In want of traveling salesmen, ary to 
JNO. OXE , Secretary, 
Central Association Traveling Lumber, Sash and Door Salesmen, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Wanted: Tinber-finber Lands | 


WANTED-ASH LOGS. 
Second growth, in the round, bark on; diameter, 8 inches and 
up; length, 8feetandup. Forexport. State quantity and price 
f.o.b. your station. Addr 





















































ess 
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WANTED—TIMBER LAND 
Dealers to advertise their lands in the For Sale columns of the 
American Lumberman. 


[Wanted:fiumber--Shingles 


WANTED-—TO PURCHASE POPLAR SQUARES. 
514x514 inches and 6x6 inches 12, 14 and 16 feet. If you have 
them to offer, state whether green or dry, naming cash price de- 
livered Worcester, Mass. 
Address C. W. LEATHERBEE LUMBER CO, Boston, Mass. 








TO INVEST. 
83,000 to #5,000 with services, by thorough lumberman, wholesale 
or retail. References. Address 
“THE FIFTH,” care of American Lumberman. 





WANTED-—SAW MILL MEN 
With good portable saw mills to contract to saw lumber in Penn- 
sylvania, Kentucky and Tennessee, State style and capacity of 
m Address “SAW MILL,” care American Lumberman. 


| Wanted:Miscellaneous | 








WANTED-—FOR CASH. 
Basswood, black ash, soft elm, soft maple and oak, plain and 
quartered; will inspect at shipping point. 
LESH & YOUNG CO., Adrian, Mich. 
WANTED. 
Walnut logs, 16 inches and up, for export. 
Squares, 2, 244, 2%, 3 and 4 inches. 
Poplar logs, 30 inches and up, for export. 
Inspection at point of shipment. Spot cash. 
Address ELBERT L. FRENCH. Charleston. W. Va. 


WANTED—SHORT OAK STRIPS. 
For immediate or future delivery, large quantities of dry, clear 
white oak strips, 24 inch x 4 inch x 1 1-16 inch. Address 
P. O. BOX 2569 New York City. 


WANTED-—LOC RUN WALNUT. 
We are large consumers of 1 inch log run walnut. Let us know 
what you have to offer in this line. Address 
McCOWEN & McCOWEN, Salem, Ind. 


WANTED-—BLACK ASH. 

A quantity of one inch well air dried black ash dimensionstock. 
Will pay cash upon receipt of stock. We desire sizes that use the 
lumber with but little waste. Write for full pernenen and list of 
sizes. BELDING-HALL MANUFACTURING CO. 


Belding, Mich. 


WANTED—HARDWOOD LUMBER. 
For cash, quartered and plain sawed red and white oak, poplar, 
ash, walnut and hickory. Send list of your stock. 
F. R. CRANE & CO., Chicago, Ill. 








PEARLS. 

I am in the market for all fresh water pearls, buying at market 
price. Send pearls by registered letter for inspection. I will 
pay spot cash. Reference Clinton National Bank. Clinton, Iowa. 

Address J. E. ANTHONY, Oamanche, Iowa. 





WANTED-—NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
Of second hand machinery men. Address 
“W.M.C.,” care of American Lumberman. 





WANTED—ALL RETAILERS 
Who are interested in specialties and in good things pret to 
keep track of our advertising from week to week as it appears in 
the American Lumberman. NORTH WESTERN LUMBER CO. 


WANTED—LUMBERMEN TO USE 
The “Lumberman’s Standard Telegraph Code” and thereby save 
the cost of the book every few days. A telegram containing 50 
to 100 words can easily be Se within 10 by itsuse. Price, one 
copy, 88.00; two copies, 85.50. Special rates in lots of one dozeu 
or more include name embossed in ee on cover. Write for 
prices. AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 
815 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


WANTED—HARDWOOD LUMBERMEN 
And inspectors to use the “Climax Tally Book,” for keeping tall 
of hardwood lumber. This book was gotter up by 4 a 
hardwood lumberman who knew what was wanted. und in 
sheepskin, with stiff covers, and finger straps to hold in position 
while writing. Size 4% x 8% inches closed. Price 75 cents per 
copy; six copies, $4.00; twelve copies, $7.50. 
blished and for sale by the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 











WANTED—WALNUT LUMBER AND SQUARES. 
We buy for cash: Walnut boards and planks, firsts and seconds; 
walnut squares, 2x2 inches to 6x6 inches, 12 inches and up long 
Apply for specifications of sizes. dress 
P. O. BOX 2569, New York, N. Y. 
WANTED—FOR CASH. 
Soft elm, black ash, basswood, soft maple and oak, plain and 
quartered ; inspection at enipping point. 
E, 0. BRAD , 71 Buhl Block, Detroit, Mich. 








WANTED-LUMBERMEN 

To reduce their telegraph bills by using the ‘‘Lumberman’s Stan- 
dard Telegraph Code.” It will save its cost many times over in 
the course of a year. It enables you to make 7. messages 
short and is especially adapted to the lumber trade. It was com- 
piled by a practical lumberman who is also a telegraph operator, 
and there is less liability of mistakes than by the use of other 
codes. Used by more than 1,600 lumbermen. Send for list of 
users, 

Single copies, 83.00; two copies, 85.50; six copies, $12.00. 

Published and for sale by the 

AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 


Wanled:Seeond Hand Machinecy | 


WANTED—HAND FEED SHINGLE MACHINES. 
Two Perkins with stealer attachments, second-hand, in good 
condition State lowest price for immediate shipment. 
Address A. W. CLARK LUMBER CO., Menominee, Mich, 


e —_ 
oo 
= 
WANTED-—LOCGING CARS. 
Fifteen to twenty 3-foot gauge, 8, 24inch or 26 inch wheel log- 


ging cars. Quote prices, give shipping point and state condition. 
ddress ‘‘D. D. 4,"’ care of American Lumberman 


WANTED -LUMBER TRAM LOCOMOTIVE. 
Seven to ten tons second hand narrow gauge for wooden rails. 
All loads will be on 4% per cent down grade. Engine must be 
guaranteed to haul6to8 empty cars up the grade. Would consid 

















SEND YOUR TELEGRAMS 
For Minneapolis, St. Paul, Winona, La Crosse, Dubuque, Duluth, 
Superior and West Superior over the North American telegraph 
lines through your local Postal Telegraph office. 
CG. M. LO G, Pres. H. A. TUTTLE, Supt. 


for Sale-Tinber »dimber Lands 


FOR SALE—WHITE OAK TIMBER LAND. 
160 acres in Jefferson county, Illinois. Near railroad. Good 
bargain to quick buyer. Address 
“L. S. H., care of American Lumberman. 











FOR SALE—TIMBER. 
Bet ween 3,000 and 4,000 standing trees, red and white oak, gum 
and hickory; four miles from railroad and river in Mississippi. 
Address CARROLL ST JOHN, Huntington, W. Va. 


FOR SALE—10,000 ACRES OF TIMBER LAND 
On White river, Ark. Correspondence solicited. Address 
GEO. SHOECRAFT, Brinkley, Ark. 


TIMBER FOR SALE IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

I offer some choice groups uf cypress, North Carolina pine and 
hardwood, ranging from 20 to 150 millions, railroad and coastwise 
shipment; timber virgin and very handy. OrI will allow you $8 
per M. to log. manufacture and sell, and charge a reasonable 

rice per M feet stumpage, and divide all in excess over price 

or stumpage, logging manufacturing and selling. In this way 
the stumpage is not paid for any faster than lumber is sold. Only 
practical and responsible parties with band mill need apply. 
CHAS. MARTHINSON, Port Harrelson, S. C. 


FOR SALE—CYPRESS TIMBER. 
Fifteen million feet of cypress timber in northern Louisiana, 
Nothing better in the state, For fe ore address 
A. E. WASHBURN, Bastrop, La. 


FOR SALE—SOUTHERN TIMBER LANDS. 

200,000 acres poor virgin pine avd hardwood timber lands in 
large tracts located in wesiern North Carolina and northern Ala- 
bama, very accessible by river and rail. Mostof thisisrich bottom 
land, very valuable for farms after timber is removed. 

Address H. S. WAKEMAN, 
2244 Nicollet avenue, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

















buying some cars, 80 tons 16 lb. steel relaying rails, band saw, 
edger, trimmer, slab saw and lath machine. Send complete spec- 
ifications and cash price. Address 

“D, D. 10," care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY. 
Standard gaugelocomotive, weighing about 20to 27 tons. State 
price, condition, location. Must be cheap for cash. 
ROOM 723 REAPER BLOCK, Chicago, Ill. 








WANTED FOR CASH—LOCOMOTIVE. 

36 inch gauge; prefer Porter or Baldwin saddle tank, cylinders 
about 9x14; would consider buying larger one. Send specifica- 
tions and price to 

“LOGGING,” care of American Lumberman. 





FOR SALE—OREGON TIMBER. 

Timber for sale in tracts of from 160 to 10,000 acres, located in 
northwestern Oregon. The finest timber in the United States 
and the cheapest. 

Prices according to estimate and location. 

Tracts suited for either investment or operation. 

Everything guaranteed as represented. 

Experienced and conservative estimators on the ground. Full 
particulars by addressing ISAAC MURPHY, CadidJac, Mich. 


FOR SALE—YELLOW PINE TIMBER. 

I still have plenty of the finest of yellow pine timber and some 

good mill sites on the N. O. & N. E.R. R. (Q. & C. Route), in south. 

ppi. No swamps, good water, etc. rite me if 
you want timber for any purpose. 

J. H. MOORES, Ellisville, Miss, 


FOR SALE CHEAP. 
Kentucky white oak. 600,000 trees, Address 
J. R. FLIPPIN, Memphis, Tenn. 


FOR SALE—TIMBER LANDS. 

Hard and soft wood lands in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, 
tributary to Lake Superior, the Northwestern, St. Paul and 
South Shore railroads, in groups of from 20,000 to 100,000 acres, 
Inquire of the 

MICHIGAN LAND & IRON Co., Ltd., Marquette, Mich. 


FOR SALE—PUBLIC LAND SCRIP. 

Soldiers additional! homestead scrip; small fractions to take 
water fronts and irregular surveys. ill take any surveyed goy- 
ernment land subject to homestead entry. No residence or cul- 
tivation required. One person can enter all the land he pleases 
without reference to his own homestead right. Title passes at 
once on allowance of entry by the general land office. Descrip- 
tive circular sent free on request. Address 

HENRY N. COPP, Editor of land publications, 
ashington, D. C. 

OREGON AND WASHINGTON TIMBER LANDS 
For sale. Anyone looking for investments on the Pacific Coast 
can gain necessary information by corresponding with 

J.A BUCKLEY 


Room 28 Burkhart Block, Portland, Oregon, 


TIMBER LANDS. 
If you have timber lands to sell, advertise in this department 
it reaches just the people who are looking for timber lands. 


ir Sale: fumber Shingles] 


BASSWOOD, BIRCH, MAPLE, HEMLOCK & CEDAR 
8,000,000 feet 1 inch basswood, all grades. 
250,000 feet birch, from 1 to 4 inches thick. 
200,000 feet soit elm. 114 to 3 inches thick. 
1,000.0 '0 feet Lower Peninsula hard maple. 1 to 4 inches thick. 
2,000,000 feet hemlock, 2-4 to 2-12, 10 to 24 feet long. 
Write for prices. HARRY GARBUTT, Janesville, Wis. 


FOR SALE. 
Four million feet of | amber in pile Ju»e 20. 
Four million feet in pile September 10. 
STEVENS LUMBER CO., Rhinelander, Wis. 


SOFT ELM-—FOR SALE. 
































1 

1 

2 inch. THE BRADLEY COMPANY, 
Hamilton, Ont. 





WE HAVE READY FOR SHIPMENT. 


Beech, Birch, Basswood, Elm and Maple. Write for list and 


prices. 
HALLADAY LUMBER CO., 


100 Ninth St., Grand Rapids, Mich. 





FOR SALE—WHITE AND RED OAK. 
One million feet, four quarter, quartered white and rek oak, six 
months to twelve months dry. 
DERING BROS. HARDWOOD LUMBER CO., Petersburg, Ind. 


FOR SALE—OAK, POPLAR AND CHESTNUT. 
600,000 feet oak, poplar and chestnut. 300,000 feet now sawn. 
Balance can be cut to order. Central, low freigt rates. Good 
stock. Address “OAK, POPLAR, CHESTNUT,” 
care of American Lumberman. 


WHITE CEDAR POLES. 
For telegraph, telephone, electric lights. Most durable mater- 
lal. All current sizes in stock. Small or large deliveries. 
E. SUSKIND, Jacksonville, Fla. 


FOR SALE—DRY POPLAR LUMBER. 

In large quantities, surfaced two sides to % inch, 4 inch, % inch 
and % inch. Aiso poplar rough 4-4 to 16-4 in thickness, wide aver- 
age, good lengths and soft yellow poplar. Write for prices. 

N. B. McCARTY, Buckhannon, West Virginia. 


WASHINCTON RED CEDAR. 

Inch and thick finish % inch bevel siding also fir finish and ver-. 
tical grain fir flooring in straight cars or mixed with 16in. shingles. 
Quality and manufacture unexcelled. uick dispatch. 

THE SOUND LUMBER CO., Seattle, Wash. 


10,000,000 FEET HEMLOCK. 

We have about ten million feet hemlock logs ranging from ten 
to twenty-four feet in length. We offer this stock for sale sawed 
to order. Sawing to commence May Ist. 7,000,000 feet at Munis- 
ing and 3,000,000 feet at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Correspondence 
solicited. PENINSULA BARK & LUMBER CO., 

Munising, Mich. 




















FOR SALE—HARDWOOD TIMBER LANDS. 
7,000 acres of virgin hardwood timber land, white and red oak 
ash and gum. Estimated 12,000 feet per acre. For further parti- 
culars address, P.O. X 392, New Orleans, La; 


TIMBERMEN AND FARMERS. 

United States land scrip can be used to locate Government 
lands surveyed or unsurveyed serweere in the United States with- 
out residence thereon. S A. KEAN, 132 La Salle St., Chicago. 

Dealer in municipal bonds and other securities, 








WANTED—RAILS AND LOCOMOTIVES. 
We desire to correspond with mills that have cut out and have 
logging equipment for sale. Full market prices amg for rails, 
THE KILBY RAIL CO 


locomotives, cars, etc. - 
515 Fullerton Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 


f 7 ege 
s 
s 
WANTED—LUMBERMAN OR CAPITALIST. 

We desire to correspond with an experienced lumberman or 
capitalist, who may, or may not have a sawmill that can be put 
into profitable operation. where 10,000,000 feetor more of hemlock 
and other lumber can be secured for cutting each year for 10 
years or more, and where the product cup be sold at the highest 
market price faster than it can be cut, and who can furnish some 
capital and become interested with us in the enterprise. 

Address COPPER RANGE LAND ABSTRACT CO., 
Houghton, Mich. 








FOR SALE-—PINE, ETC 

About 10,000 acres oy within six miles of Illinois Central rail- 
way in Louisiana. Can be trammed cheaply. There is a large 
area of timber adjacent which can be grouped. A good site can 
be had on the railway. This is a rare opening, only small mills 
near by, they cannot purchase for lack of capital. 

Also several nice bunches of pine, vak, etc., in north Louisiana, 
where railways are an and where timber means doliars in 
abundance. . H. HOWCOTT, New Orleans, La. 


FOR SALE—YELLOW COTTONWOOD. 

A large stock of wagon box boards and first and seconds yellow 
cottonwood, from the lower Mississippi Valley. Good widths and 
ae Pe In good dry shipping condition. Address 

OORE & McFERREN, Hoopeston, Ill., or Memphis, Tenn. 





TENNESSEE RED CEDAR. 


If you want Tennessee red cedar barn poles, fence posts, and 
piling, do not fail to figure with the TENNESSEE CEDAR CO. 
Prompt shipments and good material guaranteed. 
Offices: Lewisburg, Tenn., and Wanamaker, Iowa. 





FOR SALE—COTTONWOOD. 
A large stock of box boards and firsts and seconds in shipping 
condition. Address 
PAEPCKE-LEICHT LUMBER COMPANY, 
Foot linois St., Chicago, Il. 





FOR SALE—-SOUTHERN TIMBER LANDS. 
State kind and amount wanted. J. L. FARLEY, Beebe, Ark. 


FOR SALE—REDWOOD TIMBER LAND. 
10,000 acres in one body, redwood timber land, 812 per acre. 
Will average to cut 50,000 feet per acre. 
20,000 acres, 820 per acre. Will average to cut 70,000 per acre. 
Title guaranteed. 
For maps, plats, reports, etc., address 
B. F. DURPHY, Eureka, California. 








[Fir Sale:Second Hand Machinery 


FOR SALE—ENGINE. 

A second handed 16 inch x 24 inch cylinder, slide valve engine. 
10 feet dismeter, 20 inch face fly or driving wheel, 7 inch shaft, 
right handed, with a Syracuse seperator. Not power enough 
the reason we want to sell. Price, $500 (five hundred dollars), 
f,o.b. cars Rouses Point, N. Y. 

MILLARD LUMBER CO., Rouses Point, N. Y. 














